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This question has been asked hundreds
of times this summer by volunteers
promoting cycling at a number of
Edinburgh’s outdoor festivals.

Including the Festival Cavalcade, the Try
Cycling message was seen by up to
150,000 people.

So why was this question being asked?

Instead of a cyclefest, Edinburgh cycling
organisations joined forces to mount a
presence at various summer festivals
and the Cavalcade. Attending these
events was considered a more effective
way of reaching a wider audience.

Initially seed-funded by SPOKES, the
project, called TryCyclinginEdinburgh,
also rapidly gained a pilot grant from the
City of Edinburgh Council, and lots of
suport from the Bike Station, Sustrans,
CTC, Cycling Scotland and Edinburgh
Road Club.

The stall is manned largely by volunteers
from these organisations and general
cycling enthusiasts. The joint cooperation
means that it is possible to offer a wide
range of leaflets, maps, bicycles-to-try
and general advice.

We’vetried to offer something for
everyone from the most experienced
cyclist to the complete novice.

A questionnaire was devised to measure
factors affecting people’s decisions
whether to cycle. About a third of the
respondents have said they don’t
currently cycle to work/ study, but would
like to.

The results have provided a good picture
of the levels of demand for various
cycling activities that could support new
and nervous cyclists. These activities
include cycle skills training, basic cycle
maintenance and gentle social rides
along the off road path network.

TryCycling in Edinburgh is presently a
pilot campaign. The success so far bears
out our feeling that enthusiastic cyclists
are the best people to ‘sell’ cycling.

We are now planning a programme of
stalls, activities, social rides and some
new ideasfor next year and will need lots
of help from SPOKES members. The
next Bulletin will include further details.

Hopefully, in the not too distant future
there may be another article in Spokes
that will read TRIEDCYCLING IN
EDINBURGH.... loved it!

For more information please see the web
site: www.trycyclinginedinburgh.org.uk,
or leave a message for the co-ordinator
Maggie Wynn on 0131 313 2114.

TRYCYCLING IN EDINBURGH
.....why don’t you?
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NEW BIKE BOOK OFFER

THE PERFECT STOCKING FILLER!

BIKE SCOTLAND BOOK ONE: 40 GREAT ROUTES
FROM CENTRAL SCOTLAND by Fergal MacErlean 
contains an inspiring collection of on- and 
off-road routes across some of the best 
cycling country in central Scotland – from 
Arran through Loch Lomond & the Trossachs 
to Edinburgh and Perthshire. All routes are 
accessible from train stations and accompanied 
by stunning colour photos and contoured maps. 
Bike Scotland can be yours for the special price 
of £5* inclusive of P&P. Simply send a cheque made 
payable to Pocket Mountains Ltd to 6 Church Wynd, 
Bo’ness EH51 OAN (don’t forget to tell us your address). *usual rrp £5.99
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