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Note:  these results will be made public on Saturday 2 June in the new Spokes Bulletin 97, but may be used before that date by Edinburgh Evening News.  

BIKES ONE IN FIVE!!!

Bikes are making a major contribution to reducing inner-city congestion in Edinburgh.   A traffic count by Spokes on May 15th found a stunning 19.1% of all 8-9am northbound vehicles on Lothian Road to be bicycles – almost one in five of all vehicles!

Our count also found that cars – many with just one occupant - were the main cause of congestion, with 509 private northbound cars between 8am and 9am clogging up the 173 buses and commercial vehicles.  If half the 161 cyclists drove instead, cars would increase by a further 16%, increasing congestion delays by perhaps 30%.   However, if half the existing motorists cycled, Lothian Road would be a paradise, with no delays at all for buses, taxis and commerce.

Spokes also surveyed George IV Bridge where it meets Forrest Road.  Here we found cyclists forming a remarkable 16.4% of all traffic heading into the city in the 8-9am rush hour.

Spokes conducted the traffic count to convince the authorities, particularly new councillors and MSPs, that cycling in the city has now reached a point where it is already making a major contribution to transport policy and reduced congestion.

The council has done much to encourage cycling, but sometimes seems reluctant to take proper credit or highlight their achievements.  Indeed, sometimes they even seem happy to endanger their own success, as in the continuing threat to coloured surfaces for both cycle and shared bus/cycle lanes – some of which have already been removed (e.g. Causewayside).   Yet the Council's own Streetscape consultation in 2005 showed that coloured surfaces were really effective in encouraging bike use, with comments such as...

“We discussed this at our office Bicycle User Group and it is clear that many staff are encouraged to cycle by the safety of the coloured surfaces.  Of 220 staff, 30 now cycle, and the council has given us a cycle-friendly employer award.”

“When I began cycling I was extremely nervous using the road.  I doubt I would have found the confidence without the strong message of the coloured lanes.”

Other points to emerge from the survey included...

	In the four locations surveyed, and over a longer period of 7.45 to 9.15, bikes still averaged a remarkable 11.2% of all vehicles.


	Car traffic peaked around 8.00-8.30, whereas cyclists peaked around 8.45.   Whilst there are various possible explanations, this suggests that cyclists have a more reliable journey and fewer parking problems, and so are able to have an extra 20 minutes in bed in the morning.







	Cyclists formed a lower proportion of out-of-city (southbound) traffic, showing the particular value of cycling for shorter inner-city journeys, this also being where the need for congestion-relief is greatest.


	Lothian Road is an interesting case – it is a major inner-city artery, and hardly a cyclists' paradise. However it leads to the city centre from roads which have been significantly improved for cyclists in recent years, with coloured advance stop lines at junctions (e.g. Tollcross) and cycle and bus/cycle lanes along many of the approaching streets.


	The figures are a slight increase on our autumn survey [Nov 28th 2006] in most locations; except that Lothian Road northbound  shows a major increase from 13.9% in November.   Cycling conditions on November 28th were dull but not raining; which may suggest that Edinburgh cyclists are fairly immune to the season - though we suspect that heavy rain would have made a difference.




QUOTES

Jackie Howlett, who organised the survey, said,  “The amount of cycle traffic revealed by the survey surprised everyone, and all our volunteers were delighted to have helped.”

Jackieh@waitrose.com
0131.664.0526

Dave du Feu , of Spokes Resources Group said, “The council needs to appreciate the very high level of bike use they have already achieved, and the contribution it is already making to the economy of the city.   There is vast potential for further increase if the Council takes cycling seriously and stops shooting themselves in the foot by removing colour from cycle and bus lanes.  The huge levels of cycling on George IV Bridge, leading to the Mound, highlight the scandalous delay in resurfacing the Mound cycle lanes.”

ddf@staffmail.ed.ac.uk
01506 670165



PHOTO OPPORTUNITY

We suggest sending a photographer to Tollcross junction soon around 8.40am (definitely well before 9.00) any weekday morning.  Here you will often see 'waves' of cyclists crossing the junction, 5 or more at a time, especially heading the traffic out from the cycle advance stop areas in Brougham Street and Home Street.
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