Spokes Planning Group

Notes of Meeting 5 Sept 2011

Present: Sandy Scotland (SS), John Love (JL), Marion Preez (MP), Alec Mann (AM), Barbara Canton (BC), Euan Renton (ER), Peter Hawkins (PH)

Apologies: Liane Bauer (LB), David Roy

Barbara Canton was welcomed to the group.

1 Planning Applications:

a Craighouse Campus PAN; no cycling-related comments have been made;

b S. Fort St, Leith, PAN; exhibition 13 and 15 Oct at Leith Town Hall; seek ped/cycle access to Warriston Path via hole in embankment where former branch line went off;

c W.Pilton affordable housing: architect member reports he enabled cycle parking in stairwells.

d  RHSC-ERI: no objection lodged to this PA, as our earlier objections had been met. Old Tramway will eventually become route through future park; link to Greendykes will be built, acc. Chris Brace – to give access to north and north-east. Route to QMU desirable in longer term.

2 Princes St

'Emergency' lane when works start – probably on north side. Decided not to seek official cycle access to this, but cyclists will probably use it if poss. Not certain when works will start – after Xmas?

3 The Mound

Parking to be allowed while closed to traffic. We objected to TRO, seeking assurance that parking will be removed before re-opening. Cars cruising for space may be a nuisance.

4 Tram

Locations already affected by works, but now not likely to see the tram, (ie beyond St Andrews Sq,) need to be re-considered – eg access to Ocean Terminal from Lindsay Rd has been closed off for months. DdF could ask members to suggest other locations.

5 Transport

A End-on parking. Reply received by Spokes from GMcK is unsatisfactory. JL/ER to write again stressing how dangerous the present set-up is; and to check whether Designing Streets has any recommendations.

B MMW/Melville Dr. Member sent photo of taxi parked beside single-yellow, totally blocking access to MMW at the crossing. PH to write to A McBride, send the photo, say single-yellow not enough.

C Road maintenance – ER earlier e-mail suggesting firmer approach needed. Phone apps now available to report potholes, and CTC 'fill that hole' website; Clarence should be used too. 

D Gorgie/Dalry currently under focus for street improvements – PH to write to Caroline Burwell re possible input, since local community has been invited to do so (eg access to Lidl/filling station currently awkward and dangerous).

6 East Lothian Council

SS and PH sent in submissions to their LTS consultation; their ideas for voluntary path wardens could be taken up at our own Cycle Forum.

7 Montrose Terrace/London Rd junction

Photos showed trade bins blocking lane at crucial point, and associated parking. ER/JL to write in about it.

8 Audrey Fyfe collection

About £1500 was collected for Spokes at Audrey's funeral. Ideas for how to use it to improve cycle safety were discussed – HGV safety measures; taxi interaction, perhaps similar to Lothian Buses – driver education; slap bands for ankles; cycle training for adults; poster campaign. Driving Test to include cycling experience/awareness – maybe not, as this a UK issue.

Follow-up on fatal collisions – does/could Council do this? PH to write to C Burwell.

AOB

1 Cycling Scotland use of The Sun to publicise Pedal for Scotland – member complained. Discussed at CS, directors agreed OK – reaching readers not normally reached by cycling orgs.

2 Richard Grant has done Spokes responses to the QBC TROs; and to the Canal Strategy. Spokes efforts to persuade Cllrs to vote for 20mph on main roads in the south-side 20 Zone were not successful (police and Lothian Buses objected), but this could be achieved in the longer term.

3 Cultin's Rd underpass – repeated flooding reported by PH. Response from Council that more permanent flood prevention/drainage measures will be undertaken.

Next Meeting

24 Oct. 2011, 8pm, at Marion's, 116 Redhall Dr. EH14 2DT

