Spokes Planning Group Meeting – 24th October 2011
Attending – Sandy Scotland (SS) Chair, Peter Hawkins (PH), Alec Mann (AM), John Love (JL), Marion Preez (MP), Liane Bauer (LB), Barbara Canton (BC) and Euan Renton (ER)
Planning Matters

1. West Bowling St– a PAN has been issued for a housing Development – PH has made contact with the developer and received a positive response to the idea of including additional off road path rather than the current route which depends on local streets. There is to be a public exhibition at 31 Bangor Rd, 16th and 23rd Nov, 4.30-7.30pm. Local members have been informed.
2. Bothwell St - PAN has been issued for a Housing Development – possible future linkages to a cycle path on the current Powderhall railway line. PH to approach Chris Brace to ascertain Council position
3. Millerhill Zero Waste facility – Tony Galloway has suggested that a bridge be created as part of the development to give better access from Midlothian to Queen Margaret University. PH is to contact Chris Brace to find out the City Council’s view of the proposal in the hope of gaining support

4. Morrison St gap site near Haymarket. Hotel instead of office block proposed but within existing footprint and no implications envisaged for cyclists.
5. West Lothian Council have a consultation on 'Supplementary Planning Guidance:  New Residential Development Guide'. PH is going to prepare a submission and point out that WLCs “Core Development Areas” which sacrifice greenbelt, as recently at Winchburgh, are contrary to Government planning guidance.

6. World Heritage Site Management Plan – No one had been able to attend the launch. The Plan is online. 
7. Graham St/ South Forth St PAN-  Peter to write as has implications for link to Warriston path.
Transport Matters

1. Middle Meadow Walk – lack of restrictions on parking over end of cycle path being investigated by Chris Brace (this issue also has potential links to the proposed new legislation about pavement parking and the blocking of dropped kerbs).
2. Randolph Place – a similar problem to 1 above. AM to write to the Council.

3. London Road/ Montrose Terrace – Council have responded to our letter about the refuse bin interfering with traffic approaching the junction but they’ve not yet agreed to a change. JL pursuing.
4. Cambusnethan St – Not clear if errors in road signage have been corrected. JL to check.

5. Market St – The threat to restore uphill road side parking has been challenged in a letter.

6. End-on parking – proposal to create such parking at West Tollcross is to be objected to. JL to action
7. Crammond Brig – A number of cyclist accidents reported here with dogs and speed being common issues. Can the Council erect appropriate signage with a view to improving pedestrian and cyclist behaviour. ER to write to Chris Brace.
8. Cycling Fatalities – Our approach to the Council had resulted in a clear and informative description of the process involving investigation, potential prosecution and information sharing between Police and Council.

9. Living Streets Annual Gathering, 2nd November. MP and LB are attending

10. Princes St Emergency lane – It was agreed to monitor the situation up to Christmas as suggested by Councillor Mackenzie rather than trying to push for formal permission for cycle use ASAP.

11. Closure of Roseburn path at Russell Rd. A member has written to the Council and although there is sympathy with his points it was agreed that pushing for direct access to Russell Rd during works would be a hard fight with only a small chance of success. However other mitigation measures will be investigated at Tram meetings or by letter.

12. Land Reform Act consultation – PH to contact John Mackay in first instance

13. Police Bike Marking was welcomed but not enough notice was given for us to publicise.
14. Upper Tweed Railway Path group. It was noted that Spokes were providing a £100 donation to this new group developing cycle paths in the Borders.

15. Road Defects – It was agreed to investigate why there are differences in reported performance and that observed by some members.
Next Meeting – Monday 5th December, 8.00PM at Alec Mann’s, 5 West Newington Place
