Spokes Planning Group Meeting – 5thth December 2011
Attending – Sandy Scotland (SS) Chair, Peter Hawkins (PH), Alec Mann (AM), John Love (JL), and Euan Renton (ER). Apologies received from Marion Preez (MP), Liane Bauer (LB), Barbara Canton (BC)
Planning Matters

1. Local Development Plan Consultation - SS will put a response together and bring it back to the Group before submission.
2. SESPlan Consultation – PH is preparing a response and will share it with the Group before submission.

3. Bothwell St. PAN - AM has written to the developer asking if a link to the railway could be included in the development.

4. West Tollcross PAN – PH has written requesting that cycle links be included.

5. West Mill Road, Colinton – PH to write suggesting cycling developments on Water of Leith path.

6. Slateford Gait (WEST 1) – The path through the development can and is blocked by parked cars and there are no dropped kerbs. To be raised at Cycle Forum.
7. Westfield Avenue – New bridge could be open providing a replacement link whilst Water of Leith path is blocked for tram works. To be raised at the Cycle Forum meeting with the Council.

8. Wickes 45 Stevenson Road – New store has no cycle parking provision despite planning application and transport assessment. To be raised at Cycle Forum.

9. Southern Arc Council Proposals – Richard Grant has led on this for Spokes and he is very positive about the proposals that include consideration of pedestrianising more of the Royal Mile and Chambers St.
10. Union Canal Strategy – This too has come forward with good consideration of  cycling.
11. The Shore – Proposed contraflow bus lane. Plans would be OK if there is cycling exemption but this in not clear in the official paperwork. PH to write a comment/objection.
Transport Matters

1. London Road / Montrose Terrace – the bin on the roadway is to be moved into a new pavement cutting which should restore traffic flows and remove cycling danger.

2. End-on Parking – No response has been received after we responded to Councillor Mackenzie’s seemingly inadequate initial response. It is hoped to raise the  matter at the Cycling Forum.

3. List of road resurfacing projects in Edinburgh could be more accessible as they are in Glasgow. To be raised at Cycle Forum 
4. Rose St developments have been proposed by Essential Edinburgh. To be raised at Cycle Forum.
5. Project Penicuik will develop cycling facilities and involves Alf Chamings and David Wardrop White.

6. On-Street tenement cycle parking projects are to be trialled by Edinburgh Council and they are seeking possible trial sites.
7. Sustrans are working with the Council as part of ATAP and in a response to queries by AM have said there will be improvement to NCN1 at West Register House.

8. National budget provision for cycling not looking good despite lobbying efforts.
9. A member has requested very sensible one way cycling exemptions for cyclists on Canning St. We await the Council’s response.
10. Rail 2014 (Scotrail contract consultation) – Ewan Jeffrey will co-ordinate Spokes response.

11. Rail to Inverness – Some trains are to have additional bike carriage capacity. Details on Scotrail website.

12. Forth Estuary Forum – There is a Spokes member on this Board

13. Spokes Public Meeting Follow Up – Oxford politicians have been in touch about the Bike Polite campaign.

14. Transform have had a major funding cut and Spokes is making a sizeable donation in support of them.
15. Cycling Access Forum with the Council happening on Tuesday 6th December.
16. Market St Cycle Lane – a letter received from the Council’s parking manager suggests that removal of bays on south side of street was only ever temporary and prospects for a cycle lane are not figuring highly in Council considerations. Will be raised at Cycle Forum.

17. Preventing blocking of cycle access by parking over dropped kerbs – An idea from Bill Neilson is to ask the Council to paint while lines on the road at such access points (already done at access to Roseburn Park from Roseburn Place). ER has already circulated an email seeking Planning Group members suggestions for appropriate locations. Once finalised a letter will go into the Council with a full list of locations.

Next Meeting – Monday 23rd January, 8.00PM at PH’s, 118 Stenhouse Crescent, EH11 3HU.
