Spokes Planning Group Minutes

27 Feb. 2012

Draft

Present: SS, AM, BC, ER, PH, David Roy

Apologies: JL, MP, LB

A Transport:

1 Market St possible cycle lane: letter has been sent to Marshall Poulton to find out what's going on.

2 Mound crossing/Princes St: partly re-opening shortly, 1-way operation. 

3 Leith Walk: cycle lanes to be re-instated as per status quo, but red chippings will be used for the surfacing (info from Chris Brace).

4 Haymarket – eventually, taxi rank will no longer be in front of station, meaning there might be space for more cycle parking. Members complain about current temporary lay-out of vehicle lanes in Haymarket Terrace – dangerous and confusing.

5 Trams – not clear who is dealing with cycle interests and cycle consultation; nor whether arrangements previously seen during consultation still stand. To raise at next Cycle Forum.

6 GMcK wrote to DdF re possible bike hire scheme. Concluded it would take too large a slice of city's cycle budget.

7 TIE cttee (21 Feb.) - report on parking for tenement residents – parking in the street to be trialled – different types – cost £50K, from CWSS funds.

8 Member complaint about siting of railings too close to edge of footway – no room for cyclists to 'escape'. Reply: C Brace said at Forum that new railings will be set back by half metre; more generally, city has policy of reducing/removing railings where possible – policy of 'penning' pedestrians now out of favour; Living Streets could possibly say more on this.

9 End-on parking: info has come from CTC, suggesting casualty numbers from this are much smaller than from those resulting from “dooring” (drivers opening door into path of cyclist) with parallel parking. But statistics don't take account of relative rarity of end-on parking. Agreed we would maintain objection to the TRO (Tollcross) on grounds of danger generally.

10 Proposed TRO (TRO/12/08 (10 Feb.)) to remove the southside main streets (those with bus routes) from 20mph zone. Spokes to comment that we are not in favour.

11 9-hour parking proposals: SS has written to object.

12 Fallen trees across city paths – Council did a good job in clearing trees promptly. More generally, work being done to trim the path edges from overgrowing vegetation; special machine for the job. Noted also Council have a narrow-wheel-base vehicle for use on paths. Cause for commendation.

B Planning:

1 11/01250/PPP Chesser Ave/Hutchison Rd; p/p granted; should include a path along north side, from Hutchison Crossway to Chesser Ave, to run round back of supermarket and connect to bridge under Chesser Ave.

2 11/03915/PAN Orwell Terrace student accomm for Napier; PH and BC separately attended public exhibition and commented on need for link to adjacent Lidl. PH has written to Tom Rye and to Napier Students Union seeking support.

3 Fort House, 12/00337/PAN. SS to attend public exhibition 16-22 March, Leith Library

4 12/00214/FUL West 1, Slateford Rd/Robertson Ave. PH has objected re car parking across entrance to pedestrian/cycle link, and lack of dropped kerb.

5 11/03911/PAN Barnton Hotel. Member wants Spokes to support better cycle facilities on Q'ferry Rd. Our view is that Q'ferry Rd unsuitable for cycling,better to seek other local improvements for alternative route parallel to, but north of, Q'ferry Rd, including signage, barrier access at Braehead Rd, surfacing and signage of vital cut-through opposite Drumbrae. Segregated bus bay on north side of main road at the Hotel currently helps cyclists. SS to speak to DdF.

6 E.Lothian Planning – workshops to compile new LDP. Comments by 12 March. Spokes to argue for a) reduce the need for travel; b) new developments only where good pub trans already exists.

C UK matters:

1 PMQ on cycling (from Chairman of APCG). David Cameron replied positively, spoke of revised rules for mirrors at junctions.

2 Parliamentary debate on cycling. 80 MPs spoke, including Mark Lazarowicz from Edinburgh.

3 The Times Cycling campaign – request for info on dangerous junctions and gyratories. DdF gave them Picardy Place as a Scottish example.

D Scotland:

Extra funding of £13m over 3 years announced. Most will go to Sustrans. Positive move, but doesn't restore what was cut. DdF to meet 2 MSPs and Karen F to discuss the statistics.

E Events:

1 Spokes Public Meeting, a hustings for Council elections, 29 March.

2 Cycle Forum, 20 Mar.

3 STSG seminar on effects of independence on transport (Derek Holden), 22 Mar, Edin. SS, and possibly PH, to attend.

4 WCCC conference: to be held Gw, “late May”

F AOB

1 (ER) Canning St 1-way; letter to C Brace sent; no reply;

2 (PH) PH has been invited to participate in “CHAMP” - peer-review of CEC cycling policies;

3 (ER) Wickes at Stevenson Rd – no cycle parking, and no side entrance from Westfield Ave, just a messy barrier. Was raised at last Forum and CEC strongly supported, so will raise again at Forum;

4 (ER) wants Forum Minutes on CEC website. To raise after elections.

Next meeting: 2 Apr, 8pm, at 14/5 Springwell Place EH11 2JA

PHk, 28 Feb 12

