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Transport Minister calls for cycle safety innovation
A range of pilot schemes designed to protect cyclists on the roads could lead the way in preventing future fatalities.

The initiatives, including special traffic lights and 20mph zones, were discussed at a meeting led by Transport Minister Keith Brown today (WED) in the wake of a number of recent cycling fatalities.

Mr Brown convened the special cycling-focussed meeting of the Road Safety Operational Partnership Group (OPG) in Edinburgh after 40-year-old Bryan Simons became the fourth cycling fatality in the city in a year.

And he vowed to do all he can to improve the safety of all users of Scotland’s roads and find ways of preventing similar tragedies in the future.
Mr Brown said:
“Scotland’s roads are perfectly safe when everyone uses them responsibly and with respect for each other.
“The Scottish Government has a leadership role in making our roads safer for everyone - including cyclists - and that involves co-ordinating, bringing people together, supporting and encouraging innovation.

“Nevertheless, when it comes to the actual delivery of road safety interventions, whether cycling-related or not, I know that this needs local knowledge and impetus.

“I am looking to our road safety partners to share and discuss new and existing ideas for cycling safety. In addition I am asking partners to work together with Transport Scotland to deliver these solutions to help prevent further tragedies of this nature.”

The event brought together a range of bodies including local authorities, the emergency services, motorists interest groups and cycling safety organisations, to discuss ways of increasing safety on the roads.

And it heard about a number of trial initiatives currently being funded by Transport Scotland through the sustainable transport charity SusTrans.

1. Flashing Amber (Glasgow) £15k - Includes the installation of flashing amber lights as part of traffic control system to help accommodate cyclists. Will provide a safe and attractive route to commuting cyclists in and out of city centre.  

2. Dores (Inverness) - £85k to create a quality, safe route to school and a much needed commuting link on and into Inverness.   Link will give additional option for commuters to travel actively into city centre by cycling or walking.  

3. Galatown (Kirkcaldy) - £80K to re-design a neighbourhood to Designing Streets standard and thus allow pedestrians and cyclists to avoid busy roads on their trips.  

SusTrans Scotland director John Lauder said:

“I am delighted that Keith Brown has dedicated this meeting to cycle safety. While the number of people using bikes in Scotland grows there is still a widespread perception that roads are dangerous places for cyclists. Tackling this perception and getting more people cycling is of national importance as we strive to improve our health and reduce emissions; there are many good examples of sharing the roads through design, training and speed reduction and we must do more to share knowledge across Scotland. Fundamentally, however, we must change how we use our urban streets, particularly where people live, shop, work and go to school: streets are for people not thoroughfares for passing traffic. Once we dedicate our streets to the people who live in them we will get more people cycling.”
Delegates also heard about Scottish Government support for 20mph speed limit zones in residential areas, as detailed in the Road Safety Framework to 2020.

The implementation and delivery of the Framework is overseen by Transport Scotland. This Framework sets out the first ever challenging national road safety targets set by Scottish Ministers for the next decade based on a 2004-2008 average which commenced on 1 January 2011. 

These targets include a 30% reduction in people killed on Scotland’s roads by 2015 and a 40% reduction by 2020.

The Reported Road Casualties Scotland 2010 report (published 25th October 2011) found that between 2000 and 2010, fatal accidents on Scotland’s roads had fallen by 36 per cent and accidents (all severities) were down by 32 per cent.

Kathleen Braidwood, road safety officer for RoSPA Scotland, said: “At RoSPA, we think it is important to break down the ‘us versus them’ mentality on the roads, and it is crucial that all road users, whether they are pedestrians, cyclists, drivers or motorcyclists, understand that they have a responsibility for road safety. 

“Through the Scottish Occupational Road Safety Alliance (ScORSA), RoSPA Scotland is proactively encouraging businesses to improve driver awareness including observation skills through regular training and briefings.   

“We are also urging businesses to make more informed choices in relation to vehicle design and technology to improve sightlines through mirror configurations, cameras and side scanners.”  
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Notes to Editors

1.  Road Safety Operational Partnership Group: http://www.transportscotland.gov.uk/road/road-safety/operational-partnership-group 

2.  Transport Scotland is the Scottish Government’s national transport agency responsible for; aviation, bus, freight and taxi policy;  coordinating the National Transport Strategy for Scotland; ferries, ports and harbours; impartial travel services; liaising with regional transport partnerships, including monitoring of funding; local roads policy; major public transport projects; national concessionary travel schemes; rail and trunk road networks; sustainable transport, road safety and accessibility; the Blue Badge Scheme. Transport Scotland is an Executive agency accountable to Scottish Ministers. http://www.transportscotland.gov.uk/ 
For further information contact:

Donna Watson

07785 454 724


