Spokes Planning Group

Minutes of Meeting of 24 Sept. 2012

Present:

B Canton, E Hawkins, P Hawkins, A Mann, M Preez, D Roy, S Scotland, E Renton

Apologies:

R Grant, M Smith

Transport matters:

1 QBiC: video on City Cycling website; most serious issue is lack of parking enforcement. In 20mph zone, recent accident at Blackford Ave/Grange Loan junction could be used as evidence of need for 30mph roads to become 20 when scheme is reviewed. Junction lay-out is dangerous. PH has written to Chris Brace about this incident.

2 Metal sheets on road – slippery; member had accident; needs grit surfacing. ER to compose letter to M Poulton.

3 Argyle Pl/MMW: meeting of cycling reps and local groups reps with C Smith from Roads/Tptn took place on 12th. Slip road needs a build-out to slow traffic. EH to write to C Smith thanking him for the meeting and seeking further contact.

4 Fence at Silverknowes/W Granton: MP has written in about it, reply awaited.

5 WoL path closure at Sunbury – Dean Village. Long delays expected before re-opening. PH to check if the diversions are adequately signed.

6 Leith Walk upgrade: DdF believes plans are at early stage. CEC claims changes to roundabout at London Rd would cost £2.5m. Ian M doubts this and intends to supply evidence.

7 Canal path: Merchiston CC wants action to deter speeding cyclists.  Possible actions – Improved provision on alternative routes (e.g Dundee St cycle lanes) and better signage to them, to encourage the more confident and faster cyclists to use local roads instead, and reduce pressure on the towpath. PH to meet Helen Zealley from the CC, with one or two from Resources Group which is developing a new leaflet on using shared paths.

8 Cap-rev budget meeting of Spokes with CEC; list of schemes was considered. New revenue stream means more for maintenance, more promotion and marketing.

Mid and East Lothian:

1 Midlothian is producing a 10-year plan for cycling. Spokes member David W-W has made suggestions; Spokes also wants rural road speed limits; better parking standards; and a cycle network as part of the Core Path network.

2 Locked gate into Dalkeith estate at Whitecraig – gap is OK for pedestrians but not bikes. Discussions with owner are on-going.

3 Info about signage of NCN1 diversions, caused by re-build of Borders railway, have been circulated.

4 East Lothian: Mark J of Spokes seeks support for a path from Drem to Gullane.

Parliament:

1 Responsible Parking Bill – now taken on by Sandra White MSP.

2 Cross-Party meeting 11 Sept.: good turnout of MSPs; good paper on forthcoming Budget was discussed; emphasis on preventative spend, and need to seek funding from other benefiting Depts such as Health. Budget proposals are opaque, but seems little for cycling. Next meeting they hope to have Keith Brown (Minister for Tpt) present, plus reps from Edin and Gw Councils.

Planning:

1 Lochend Butterfly development: letter from L Hinds indicates link to Meadowbank Retail Park will not be possible because of Network Rail needs.

2 12/03084/PAN res dev on site of Spartans Football Academy, Ferry Rd; seek at-grade link to Ferry Road Path, and a toucan crossing of Pilton Drive opposite the entrance to Morrisons.

3  12/03177/PAN res dev on site of former Eastern General

4  12/02585/PAN hotel adjacent Crewe Toll – seek possible cycle lanes for Crewe Rd S.

5 Database of planning applications etc using Google Maps base; EH did lap-top demo of possibilities and seeks feedback from the Group for uses.

6 Planning Guidance consultation: latest version to be submitted, and copied to Cllrs Hinds and Orr prior to Cycle Forum meeting on 27th if possible.

7 Caltongate S75 agreement: PH wrote in seeking through route to Canongate.

Transport and Justice: higher fixed penalties are being sought in England; not clear if cyclists want them here.

Other:

Cycling Scotland Conference 13 Nov.; Dutch input. Aimed at LA/Gov't movers and shakers.

Leamington Walk farmers' market: Licensing cttee agreed a deferment for new scheme to be considered.

EGIP – program has been heavily rescheduled; Dalmeny Chord will affect cycle route Kirkliston – S Q'ferry.

A.O.B.

1 (ER) paths affected by tram works: some to be re-opened before end of year.

2 (all) could our meetings start at 7.30 not 8.00? Yes.

Date of Next Meeting:

29 Oct., 7.30pm at Alec's, 5 West Newington Pl. EH9 1QT

Peter Hawkins, 25 Sept. 2012

