Edinburgh Local Development Plan 

Proposed Plan March 2013

Edinburgh Local Development Plan – Proposed Plan
Representation Form

All Representations on the Proposed Plan should be submitted using this form. 
Please use a separate form for each individual representation i.e. each aspect of the Proposed Plan you wish to comment on.  
If you have any queries regarding your representation, please refer to the accompanying guidance note or contact 0131 469 3552 
	Representation forms must be received by 5pm on Friday 14 June 2013 

and can be submitted electronically to; 

localdevelopmentplan@edinburgh.gov.uk  

or by post to; 

Local Development Plan Team, City of Edinburgh Council, Business Centre G.3, Waverley Court, 4 East Market Street, Edinburgh, EH8 8BG. 

	Section 1. Please provide your contact details

Please note that representations cannot be treated as confidential. Representations will be made available for public inspection, except any information which would be subject to the Data Protection Act 1998. 

	Name: 

Sandy Scotland, Planning Group Co-ordinator


	Organisation Name:   (if applicable)
SPOKES – The Lothian Cycle Campaign 

	Address:

SPOKES, St. Martin’s Church, 232 Dalry Road, Edinburgh EH11 2JG


	Telephone:
0131 313 2114

	Email: 

spokes@spokes.org
Please provide an email address if possible as this helps us improve efficiency 

	Agent: 
	If you provide an Agent’s name we  will direct all subsequent correspondence to your Agent 

	Agent Address: 



	Agent telephone: 

	Agent Email: 


	Section 2. Please tell us which part or parts of the Proposed Plan this representation relates to:

	Page No. 
	34-35
	Part and Section 
	Transport
	Paragraph No.
	

	Proposal  Reference 
	
	Policy Reference  
	T9 – T21

	Other  
	


	Section 3. Please indicate whether you are seeking a change to the Proposed Plan  (i.e. your representation is an objection) or if  your representation supports the Proposed Plan as written 

	Seeking a change             x□                 (Please complete sections 4 and 5 below) 

Support as written             □                (Please complete section 5 below) 

	Section 4. Please indicate what changes you would like made to the Proposed Plan

	Introduce an additional travel policy that will have the effect of offsetting the increased motor traffic resulting from the proposed LDPs existing travel policies. These could be any one of a number of measures but the most straightforward and the one we propose would be to introduce a city wide 20 MPH zone with a few exceptional arterial roads where 30 would be the top speed. This measure would increase safety and perceptions of safety for pedestrian and cyclists and provide encouragement for greater numbers of residents to use bikes for the three quarters of all resident’s trips which are shorter than 5km.


	Section 5. Representation     

Your representation should be no more than 2000 words. You should explain clearly and concisely your reasons for seeking a change to or supporting this aspect of the Proposed Plan. If you are attaching additional documents as part of your representation you must refer to these in this section of the form and include a summary of their content. Representations which simply state “see attached” or similar will not be accepted and will be returned.    

	Policies T9 to T21 fail to address Council policies expressed in the Transport 2030 vision which amongst other things aims to “Stabilise or decrease private car traffic year on year”. The policies in the plan are expressly designed to increase the road network’s capacity to deal with increased motor traffic, the majority of which is car traffic. The Local Development plan contains no corresponding measures that will reduce motor traffic on the Edinburgh road network and therefore the plan will achieve an overall growth in road network motor traffic capacity. Analysis of traffic levels throughout the period of mass car use in developed countries shows that if you increase road capacity you will increase traffic levels.  

The Proposed LDP has a lot of commendable words about aiming to achieve sustainable living, improve air quality and safeguard the things that make Edinburgh a great city. It contains many good measures that will help achieve these aims but in relation to sustainable travel, the good and welcome measures that are given prominence in the document will in reality be small beer in terms of their cost and impact alongside the many junction improvements proposed to accommodate new housing, primarily to the west of the city.

New peripheral/ suburban housing areas should follow standards of sustainable urban design such as in Houten in the Netherlands, described in this Wikipedia extract (see particularly the final sentence regarding the type of connectivity provided for cars)... 

Houten is internationally known for its urban design. Because of the city structure, people are encouraged to travel by bike and train. Distinctive qualities of Houten include the accessibility of the railway station, green and water zones throughout the whole city, numerous soccer and basketball fields, high standard of accommodation for different groups and the child-friendly bicycle paths. It is one of the safest cities in the Netherlands. Cyclists and cars are able to avoid each other: an extensive network of bicycle tracks connects the different districts of the town, while cars have to go to the city ring road before they can go to another part of the city.
We would like to see the above approach adopted in Edinburgh. In the immediate future the 20MPH speed limit proposal would be a further means for the Council to show it is committed to sustainable and active travel whilst adopting the proposed LDP.
                                                                   Please use a continuation sheet if required








