Spokes Planning Group

Minutes of Meeting of 3 June 2013

Present: SS, ER, MP, AM, PH

Apols: DR, EH, BC

Transport:

1 City Centre Vision (P.St., G. St.) Critical meeting of TIE Cttee tomorrow, set to endorse existing proposals for the changes, despite our frantic efforts to get a cycle lane for P.St. Arguments included: 1 any tourist bike hire scheme would fail, 2 G.St. has poor links to Lothian Rd at one end and to The Bridges etc at the other; 3 P.St. is a Core Path.

Post meeting: TIE Cttee deferred decision till next meeting.

2 Bus lane removals: CEC propose removing non-useful short bits of bus lane in 4 places, mostly in west/south-west. We shall ask for cycle lanes to be retained in all of them. Action: MP

3 Potholes and re-surfacing: officially, cycle routes get some priority, at least for re-surfacing if not maintenance. PG has recently produced a short fact sheet on reporting potholes.

4 Rumble strips on paths: RG pursuing this re North Meadows Walk; strips run parallel for bikes, horizontal for peds – should be other way round from our point of view.

5 Re-phasing of traffic lights at Forrest Rd to avoid cycle conflict was rejected by CEC.

6 Jim Eadie article in Scotsman proposes George IV Br and Market St be closed to general traffic.

7 WoL path at Murrayfield – whin-dust to finish the repairs will hopefully be laid shortly.

8 Steel plates on road: smooth ones to be roughened with added gravel.

9 Charlotte Sq proposals now to go to PLI; we shall write in, briefly.

10 Cyclists in diversionary works: encouraging reply from CEC after complaints re Queen St.

11 A90 at Burnshot: works are under way.

Other:

12 Abandoned bikes: disappointing letter from CEC says they just get taken to landfill. We argue they should go to Bike Station, or some form of sale or recycling;  this could be good publicity for CEC. Action: [offered subsequently] Barbara

13 LDP: PH to draft a short (1 page A4 max) response; deadline 14 June. Suggestions welcome.

14 Network Rail: more shopping mooted for Waverley; possibility of Bike Hub.

15 Midlothian: Dalkeith Estate; positive letter received re closure of gates and access for ped/cycle.

16 Audrey Fyfe: appeal has been allowed (autumn). For more general issues raised by this case, a Road Justice Working Group is being set up, involving the cycling organisations and others. PH to attend initial meeting.

17 Planning Applications:


1405/FUL Hotel, Fountainbridge: objection lodged, re need for cycle lanes. Cllrs have been alerted; seems to be general support.


1784/FUL Barclay's, east end of Princes St: PH to do revised objection to get cycle parking;


Boroughmuir School -  ongoing consultation; seek ramp from Viewforth to towpath, and widening of towpath.


Curriemuirend – some sympathy, but Spokes has no remit to object.

18 Meeting with Planners: PH, ER and MP are interested in attending; PH to liaise with David Givan re a date.

19 SPP and NPF3: PH to draft a response to SPP.

20 Next Meeting: Mon 22 July, at Alec's, 5/4 West Newington Place, 7.30pm

Peter Hawkins, 4 June 2013

