Spokes Planning Group

Notes of Meeting of 16 Dec. 2013

Present: PH, AM, MP, ER, SS. We welcomed Pablo (PN) as a new member.

Apols: MM, BC, DR

Consultations:

1 Meadows - Innocent: Richard Grant, PH and AM walked the routes and agreed to support CEC's route but with modifications. RG sent in comments.

2 Gilmerton-Loanhead: comments due by Fri. Action: AM

3 Leith-Portobello: includes re-surfacing of Leith Links path and Seafield Rd path beyond the bridge; and changes at Seafield Rd/Seafield St crossing. Action: EH?

4 Meadowplace Rd/Broomhouse Rd: ER sent in comments. Neighbourhood Partnerships have agreed to consult us on travel-related issues in future.

Tram:

5 Bankhead Dr/S Gyle Access: member wrote re poor crossing for cyclists; his Cllr taking it up.

Transport:

6 TRO Leith Walk: DdF got reply to say comments not strictly relevant to TRO, but would be considered.

7 Cycle Counter to be installed on Middle Meadows Walk - one of 8 for whole country. Results will be view-able on Sustrans website.

8 Cycle Forum meeting 17 Nov.: i) 7% of transport budget for cycling has been approved; but CEC propose charging some of bus-lane resurfacing costs to cycling; Cllr Jim Orr not happy about this and is investigating. ii) Trams at Haymarket: Alistair Sim of CEC proposed a 3-pronged attempt at solution: change lights sequence; better management of taxis; better advance warning and markings for cyclists. 

9 Tramline problems at Dalry Rd/Haymarket and at West End: MP raised issue of cyclists heading for W Maitland St having to move left to cross lines at good angle, but getting carved up by vehicles heading for Grosvenor St. At West End, cyclists from Lothian Rd (and Shandwick Pl) heading for Princes St face conflict with traffic heading for Charlotte Sq.

10 Queen's Park to Lochend Park: member EH sent details of possible route connecting these; she uses it regularly, and at north end it has links to Restalrig Path. According to her, Chris Brace is looking for funding for route development. 

We queried significance of this particular route. This led to discussion of funding for Community Links; SEStran is to part-fund a joint appointment (with Sustrans) to look at cross-border links for the Lothians.

11 Craigleith junction: CEC doing report.

12 Abbeyhill Cres 1-way TRO: SS objected re need for 2-way for cyclists.

13 Motion from Jim Orr to CEC Cttee: includes cycle training for HGV drivers; we asked for better co-operation between Planning and Transport.

14 Midlothian: Dave Stokes (CTC) and John Pope (Access Forum) will represent cycling interests at forthcoming meeting re A701 Bilston area.

Planning:

15 CEC Developer Contributions: submission sent.

16 Boroughmuir High public consultation: MM, PH attended; poor meeting, but designers aware of need for good link Viewforth to towpath. Some of the public realm looks good.

17 Edinburgh Garden District: we discussed merits of Green Belt sacrifice vs brownfield vs settlement beyond the GB.

18 Picardy Place:proposal for hotel in middle; designers knew nothing of road layout, which had been handed to them by CEC, but has never been consulted on. SS to write to CEC seeking info. Action: SS

19 Hewlett-Packard site, Q'ferry: Spokes objection re cycle route was ignored in the decision. Sustrans may have achieved a solution beforehand. SS to check.

20 NPF3: consultation offered by AD+S; MM has offered to represent Spokes. PH wondered if CTCS, who submitted a similar cycle network proposal, might also be involved. Action: MM,PH

Note post meeting: Spokes scheme has greater priority in the system, so CTCS probably won't be involved.

21 Town Centre Review: DdF spoke with Keith Brown about it; seems SG has little interest in it.

22 Local Policing Plan: Resources Gp member Greg wrote a response, DdF edited it and submitted it.

General:

23 Talks by Spokes: possibly to Community Councils and Neighbourhood Partnerships: ER and MP expressed interest. Action MP, ER.

24 Transport for Edinburgh: the company to run Lothian Buses and trams; directors have been appointed, but no-one we know.

Next meeting: 20 Jan., 7.30pm, at Alec's, 5 West Newington Place, EH9 1QT (we tried to find an alternative to Mondays, but none suited).

Peter Hawkins 17 Dec. 2013

