Spokes Planning Group
Notes of Meeting of 31 March 2014
Present: SS, MD, PH, AM, PN, MP, ER

Apologies: DR, RG

We welcomed MD as a new member.

1 Planning Applications:
14/00612/PAN W Tollcross: PH,AM attended exhib'n; raised issue of access via back lane to avoid cobbles on canal; appears lane will be open for cyclists/peds.

14/00309/PAN Fountainbridge, east of Viewforth: PH, AM attended exhibition; raised various issues (in writing) with architect.

Tesco Express Stenhouse: generous cycle parking installed, after Spokes objection.

Fountain Park cycle parking: wheel-twisters have been installed; users drape bikes over whole rack; MP has photo, will pursue with owners if found. Action MP.

13/04292/PPP Royal Edinburgh rebuild, p/p granted but with good conditions re keeping to Master Plan during phased development, esp. the cycle route along south side.

Cycle parking at Westfield Ave - CEC claims internal pkg provided; sent us copy of plans but pkg not visible there. Action ER?

14/00486,487/FUL, 488/546/AMC Fruitmarket site; Spokes has objected re lack of clearly delineated, non-devious cycle route and failure to recognise importance of underpass.

14/00930/PAN Haymarket Goods Yard changes; PAN exhib'n 29 Apr.

Newcriaghall North: Network Rail are to infill the bridge at west end of site, despite strenuous efforts by Spokes, Sustrans, CEC to find a solution.

14/00877/FUL Stdt accomm, Stanley Place - access to underpass is included.

AM to check weekly lists while PH away during April; others to look for apps on Planning Portal, and comment as appropriate. Action ALL

2 Roads and Streets to become 20mph:
Edin Transport Forum has set up sub-group to look at which roads to become 20mph or reduced to 30mph. SS on it. Various criteria to be used. The group, with reps from buses, taxis, police etc has already reached considerable agreement, and there appears to be good support from public for more 20mph roads. Details not yet made public but from our 'sneak preview' they look promising. SS to seek inclusion of minor rural roads within city boundary, eg Dalmahoy Rd, where current national limit is totally inappropriate. Public consultations after 3 June; implementation mid-late 2015.

Current 20mph zones have shown some reductions in average speed, and reduction in casualties.

3 Tram/Cycle Liaison Group meeting:
CEC produced long list of 'problem locations' on the tram route, and we worked through the list looking for 1) locations which could be fixed quickly/easily; 2) longer-term; £50K is available for remedies.

4 Canal to Meadows Route: agreed RG to lead for Spokes on a submission.

5 Meadowplace Rd: revised scheme has scaled back much of the cycling benefits despite Sustrans offering a contribution; reason being CEC wants to work on guard rails during Easter break.

6 Jim Orr has resigned from SNP group and hence as Vice-Convener Transport; replaced by Cllr Adam McVey, who attended Canal Safer Cycling Campaign launch on 28th.

7 Meadows ped/cycle Improvement Group: MP to circulate Minutes of meeting.

8 Foot of the Walk: plans look good for peds but not so good for cyclists. Action SS, DdF

9 George St Experimental TRO: Spokes to offer measured support. Action: ?

10 Events: PoP 26 Apr; LAF 9 Apr (SS to attend)

11 AOB:
(PH) Brandfield St 1-way: Cycling Officer wants to remove '2-way for cyclists' signage and let cyclists go elsewhere, despite TROs from 2009 requiring 2-way for cycling, which has not been properly implemented. PH pursuing.

(ER) Bus Lane consultation: survey sent to stakeholders. Key Qs for us are, should Private Car Hire vehicles be allowed in; ditto motor cycles. We agreed 'no' to both, giving reasons. SS to respond, or AN Other if he can't. (Later: PN has offered to respond)

(ER) Map of Family Cycle Network shows route numbers; routes could also have names, but MD defended use of numbers.

12 Date of Next Meeting:
PN to  organise Doodle Poll of dates in mid May.

Peter Hawkins

1 Apr 2014

The chosen date is 12 May at Euan's home

19 Saughtonhall Terrace, EH12 5RB. 
