Spokes Planning Group Meeting, Sept.1st 2014

Notes of Meeting

Present: BC, MD, PH, AM, MP, ER, SS

Apologies: DR

Planning Applications

To note:

Fort-Kinnaird 14/02570/AMC objection/comments sent, 23 July (PH)

14/02814/PPP Fountainbridge-Canal site: AM, DdF sent comments; MP widened the circulation

14/02866/PPP res dev W of Ravelrig Rd Balerno (deadline 6 Aug): PH objected

14/02545/PAN Marionville Rd: seek future link to Powderhall line (AM, PH sent comments)

14/02958/FUL changes at West Tollcross - PH commented + small objection; Lochrin Basin Lane will become available as alternative route avoiding cobbles

Live:

14/03079/AMC Kinleith Mill res dev - deadline 5 Sept. Permeability looks good; no objection

14/03319/FUL new cycle path, WGH EH4 2XW (15 Sept); PH to write in support

CEC Planning Performance Framework (annual report, upbeat - no mention of hassle we had re getting our 'garden sheds' fact-sheet accepted!) ER to ask about positive measures for cycling over the year.

Street Design Workshop: MD, PH attended, gave brief report on it; cyclists at junctions, and cycle parking were specific items; generally positive, but SD doc too wordy.

Transport

1 QBiC Mayfield Rd: Lesley Hinds over-rode TRO objections to get parking for shop; size of pkg bay reduced

2 Inverleith Park: part of cycle route ('desire line') was built, then dug up, without prior consultation; letter to J Bury re NPs should consult us on cycling matters (ER,SS 16 Aug)

Trams:

3 Tramline injury Haymarket: victim (Ben S.) intends to sue CEC, 24 July

4 Monitoring of tram-related changes; we seek meeting with Liaison Group on progress

5 recent bus/tram crash; a cyclist might have been partly responsible

6 Leith Walk: St James Centre rubble to be taken by lorry to Leith Docks, possibly by early 2015; drivers should get cycle awareness training; need for a national standard - SS to contact Cycling Scotland re setting one up

7 Non-CEC-transport path maintenance (reply from Natural Heritage Service); cycle budget money of £145K has been used to help, eg Colinton Dell re-surfacing

8 George IV Br /Missoni correspondence (member, 4 Aug); taxi bay is too shallow

9 Suggested link The Pleasance-Teviot Pl (member, 10 Aug); Tpt Cttee Report mentions the Causey Project, which could create an east-west link further south; Forrest Road triangle featured in Bulletin, but has apparently not been taken up; ask DdF if any progress

10 Charlotte Sq Public Realm: Reporter's decision upholds CEC's proposals (13 Aug)

11 Contractors' failures of maintenance: item to go to next ATAP Forum (ER, 16 Aug)

12 Meadows - Innocent TRO/14/26/BM (waiting restrictions and Rank'r St closure) (no objection)

13 Waverley Calton Rd bike ramp blocked by handrail (DdF 23 Aug); but constrained access on North and South Ramps is a bigger issue. Action SS

14 Transport Cttee 26 Aug. (SS,AM):1) report on what the 6% was spent on includes some 'dubious' items; decided we'd seek this as item on next Forum agenda; concern re “allocation of what look like general transport matters to cycle budget” (action ER)

2) bus lane review: experiment for 9 months will convert all-day lanes to peak-hour lanes, but no changes to parking regulations 

15 Young St one-way reversal TRO 14/35/ADY; PH objected on behalf CTCS; ER to write for Spokes, seeking cycle exemption

16 Cycle Team Devolvement proposal: Planning/Transport high-level meeting with DdF and SS agreed the team would not be devolved to Neighbourhood Partnerships; NPs can get money, but spending must conform with ATAP; Our concern was also that NPs would lack clout in applying for external funding

17 Edinburgh Transport Forum: MP stood in for SS; cycle priority in road maintenance schedules: complex issue; our view that carriageway reallocation could save on maintenance costs; cycles not the cause of wear and tear. DdF to meet Sean Gilchrist (CEC) 3 Sept.

Events and Consultations

1 20mph zones consultations opened 22 Aug. We can complete the online survey (action ALL) and Spokes will draft response for next meeting; we support generally, and specifically the streets that might be controversial, eg Melville Dr, Queen St etc

2 Local Development Plan consultation (22 Aug);city being forced to offer up more sites for housing

3 Nat Cycling Interest Group (NCIG) Networking Event on campaigning, and a possible manifesto, 4 Oct: PH and DdF to represent Spokes

Next Meeting

Mon. 29 Sept. 2014, 7.30pm at Sustrans Offices, Rosebery House, Haymarket

Peter Hawkins 2 Sept 2014

