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Dear Sir/Madam

OLD DALKEITH ROAD BUS PRIORITY MEASURES

The Council is proposing new bus priority measures on Old Dalkeith Road between Cameron Toll and Walter Scott Avenue. This letter explains the proposals and how you can comment on them.

Background

The Council in its Local Transport Strategy 2007-12 states that it will promote further bus priorities within the city where needed to maintain and improve public transport service quality and reliability. 

On the 25 November 2008 the Council’s Transport, Infrastructure and Environment Committee approved the South East Edinburgh Bus Priority Scheme report. The report noted the findings of a consultant’s study that was commissioned to assess and propose bus priority measures for South East Edinburgh that would help assist, in advance of any extension of the tram network to serve this area, the effective and sustainable delivery of major new developments in South East Edinburgh, such as the Edinburgh BioQuarter and the Craigmillar Redevelopment.

The committee also approved the strategy for a phased delivery of the study’s proposals.

The first phase comprises public transport infrastructure improvements at seven locations. One of these locations is Old Dalkeith Road. Below are specific details of the bus priority measures proposed for Old Dalkeith Road.

Copies of the South East Edinburgh Bus Priority Scheme report can be accessed at the following web address:- http://www.edinburgh.gov.uk/cpol/Link/index.html
Old Dalkeith Road bus priority proposals

The key element of these proposals is to construct a segregated 24 hour bus lane replacing most of the existing part time bus lane and extending the existing bus lane to Walter Scott Avenue. This bus lane will operate 24 hours a day, seven days a week and will give significant time savings to existing bus services by allowing the buses to be given priority through the traffic lights at Cameron Toll (see enclosed plan). These proposals will improve bus service reliability and will have no significant adverse effects on general traffic flows. The proposals also include changes to cycling provision and to waiting and loading restrictions. 

Also included are details of a proposed change to footways at Cameron Toll Gardens to improve road safety (see enclosed plan) and changes to parking provision. Full plans showing the extent of the proposals with accompanying explanations are enclosed for your information.  

Consultation Process

This letter is part of a wider public consultation exercise on the bus priority and associated proposals for Old Dalkeith Road and invites you, if you so wish, to make comment on the proposals.

If you have any comments to make regarding the proposals outlined in this letter, could you please reply before 27 August 2009 by e-mail to:-

buspriority.southeast@edinburgh.gov.uk
or in writing(no stamp required) to:-

South East Edinburgh Bus Priority Proposals 

Freepost RSCE-CYLG-GRRB

The City of Edinburgh Council

10th Floor, City Chambers 

High Street 

Edinburgh

EH1 1YJ.

If you have any questions there will be a staffed public display in the Cameron Toll Shopping Centre on Saturday 15 August between 10:00am and 4:00pm and on Sunday 16 August between 12:00pm and 4:00pm. 

What happens next

Comments received will be considered and possible adjustments to the proposals’ design may be made. I will keep you updated regarding changes to the design and inform you of the advertising dates of the Traffic Regulation Orders. A Traffic Regulation Order is the statutory instrument required to introduce bus lanes and amend/introduce waiting and loading restrictions. Should you wish, the formal advertisement stage allows you the opportunity to formally object to the proposals. Any objections received will be reported to the Council’s Transport, Infrastructure and Environment Committee for its deliberation. 

If after the process it is decided to proceed with the proposals they could be implemented by Spring/Summer 2010.

Meanwhile, if you wish to discuss the proposals further please contact Len Vallance on 0131 469 3629. 

Yours faithfully

Ewan Kennedy

Policy & Planning Manager
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