
This is a circular to emailable Spokes members in West Lothian [+ Bo'ness & SQF]

If any items in this circular concern or delight you, please let your councillors know!  Find them at www.writetothem.com.   Send us copies of any useful correspondence.

Apologies that this largely concerns developments in Linlithgow.   Please let me know of other developments for future circulars!!



A. LINLITHGOW CANAL PROJECT - PLEASE HELP NOW

Linlithgow Cycle Action Group some weeks ago met Cllr Tom Conn, one of the town's councillors and also Chair of the council Environment Committee.   Topics included future development of the area beyond the leisure centre, planning proposals for the Regent Centre, and ideas to upgrade the towpath and link it better to the town.

Cllr Conn asked for the canal ideas to be sent in writing.   The LCAG proposal is very exciting, including extended surfacing and new ramps and accesses.  Read the proposal here...

www.spokes.org.uk/wordpress/documents/members-campaigning/west-lothian

So far there has been no feedback from the council, but the situation is increasingly urgent because there is an opportunity for Sustrans 50% funding which may not be there in future, as explained in the document.

If you support these ideas please email your councillors now/soon.

Give them the link to the proposals, mention the possibility of 50% Sustrans funding if action is taken soon, plus a probable contribution from British Waterways, and ask them to take up the ideas in the council and let you know what happens.   It's amazing what multiple emails from different members of the public can sometimes achieve – there's a recent example here...  www.spokes.org.uk/wordpress/2012/12/christmas-cheer


B. WL COUNCIL PROJECTS 2012/13

West Lothian Council does not allocate any of its own capital funds to cycling projects, apart from some of its £200k ring-fenced CWSS "Cycling, Walking, Safer Streets" Scottish Government funding.  In contrast, Edinburgh allocates 5% of its transport budget to cycling - in addition to its CWSS funding.   However WL Council has been extremely successful this year in raising another £500k or so cycling investment funding from outside sources, mainly Sustrans and private developers. 
The 2012/13 projects (some now complete?) are...

	Completion of A89 path between Bangour hospital and Mossend Rbt.  [NB - following our previous circular, a member who wrote to the council copied us his correspondence - it is pasted in at the end of this circular]
	Bathgate Bog Burn cycle/pedestrian bridge and path improvements
	Bathgate rail station improved walk/cycle accesses [the government's Bathgate-Airdrie rail project paid very little attention to cycling access to stations, despite many complaints, so the council is now having to rectify things].
	[probably not until 2013/14] Upgrade to 3m width the existing A7066 path from Boghall rbt to The Pyramids.







C. SUPPORT YOUR NEW LOCAL BIKE SHOP!!

Elevation Cycles has opened in Linlithgow.   http://elevationcycles.co.uk/
103 High Street (the former children's bookshop)  01506 845390.  email  elevationcyclestore@gmail.com.

The proprietor  Fraser McNeil is a friend of worldwide sensation stunt cyclist Danny MacAskill
www.dannymacaskill.co.uk 
who turned up for the shop's opening!


D. LINLITHGOW STATION

As mentioned in an earlier circular, ScotRail has agreed to double bike parking in the car park on the Glasgow-bound side of Linlithgow station, from the present 10 oversubscribed spaces to 20 [just a couple of years ago there were no spaces at all on this side!]  There are already also around 25 always-full spaces on the Edinburgh side.  We have just heard again from ScotRail - the plans are still awaiting funding but it is hoped this will happen in the first few months of 2013.

Also, our expected update to the Spokes Linlithgow Station Cycle Info Board has been delayed, so please send us any further updates or suggestions.  The layout of the existing board is in the 0909 paragraph here...
http://www.spokes.org.uk/wordpress/documents/public-transport/rail/


E. LINITHGOW DEVELOPMENT TRUST

LCDT is a new organisation aiming to motivate projects which will foster community life and developments within the town.  You can sign up free to their newsletter at...
http://trust-linlithgow.org.uk/
...then click on the 'Newsletter' tab.
The Trust will be undertaking a town-wide survey in the New Year, to gather ideas for town developments - by signing up to the newsletter you'll find out when the survey happens.


F. LINLITHGOW GAZETTE RANT

www.linlithgowgazette.co.uk/lifestyle/more-road-signs-on-your-bike-1-2692047

The article above appeared in last week's Gazette.  Not sure if it's worth replying to, but if anyone wishes to the contact details are...
Newsdesk
114 High Street
Linlithgow
EH49 7AQ
email  Lin.Ed@jpress.co.uk


G. REPLACING ZIPS IN CYCLING JACKETS

Our member Paul Shave from Bo'ness has a handy idea to shave many £ off the cost of buying a replacement cycling jacket [or other zipped items presumably].   Even if you don't live near Bo'ness you may well find similar businesses in your local town.  Paul says...

You may like to know that Maryanne's Alterations, Market Street, Bo'ness, did a fine job of putting a new zip in my Madison cycling jacket.  The £13 charged was a lot cheaper than a replacement jacket, around £70.





A89 path:  Email from Spokes member George Hutchison to West Lothian Council...

Dear Sir

It is good to see that the A89 cycle path is being extended from Bangor Hospital to the Mossend Roundabout.

I suggest that the kerbs are flush and the path is not marked against cyclist to slow. In areas where paths repeatedly marked against cyclists I believe this dangerous because cyclists have difficulty seeing traffic coming from behind them a situation that is made worse when motorists fail to use their indicators.

Travelling towards Dobbies on the A89 cyclists are required to leave the cycle path cross the A89 then cross another busy road and then go back over the A89 to rejoin the cycle path. 

Crossing the three roads all unaided by any type of crossing or traffic lights is dangerous and I suggest the council consider either adding a bridge after Dobbies to allow a safe crossing between the two sections of A89 cycle path or add Pelican Crossings over the busy roads that join the two sections of cycle paths. 

This action would improve safety for cyclists and pedestrians and also help increase use of the path.


Council reply:

Dear Mr Hutchison

Thank you for your email and please accept my apologies for the delay in replying.

I can confirm that a requirement for flush kerbs will be specified in the design. With regards to ‘give way’ markings at side road junctions, this will not be a major issue on this section of the route since there are no side roads apart from the start of the Nellburn Parth. However, I will ask the designers to consider a ‘give way’ arrangement for cars in this location.

I note your concerns regarding the need to cross the road in various locations when using the A89 cycle track and will add your suggestions to the list of potential schemes for future funding consideration.

Please do not hesitate to contact me again should you have any further questions or comments.





Dave du Feu
21.12.12


