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Dear Sir/Madam

OLD DALKEITH ROAD BUS PRIORITY MEASURES

In August of this year, I wrote to you inviting comments to the Council’s proposals for new bus priority measures on Dalkeith Road between Walter Scott Avenue and Cameron Toll. The Council received just under fifty replies regarding the proposals. These comments were considered and some of the comments’ suggestions were incorporated when refining the design. Below is a review of the proposals and a summary of the changes that have been made to the original scheme design. Full plans showing the extent of the refined proposals with accompanying explanations are enclosed for your information.

The key element of the proposals is the construction of a segregated 24 hour bus lane which replaces most of the existing part time bus lane and extends the bus lane to Walter Scott Avenue. This bus lane will operate 24 hours a day, seven days a week, and will further reduce the journey times of existing bus services by allowing the buses to be given priority through the traffic lights at Cameron Toll (see enclosed plans). These proposals will improve bus service reliability and should have no significant adverse effects on general traffic flows. The proposals will also improve travel for cyclists. 

Also included, to improve road safety, are details of a proposed change to the footways at Cameron Toll Gardens (see enclosed plan).

Changes to the proposals

Bus lane

The segregated stretch of bus lane has been widened from 4.0 metres to 4.7 metres over most of its length to accommodate a dedicated cycle lane which will segregate cycles from buses, thus making overtaking easier.

Parking

One of the main issues raised by Bridgend Cottages residents was the loss of parking at the cottages. The original proposals removed all parking from 19 Old Dalkeith Road to the corner just before Bridgend Farm. The revised proposals consist of weekday all day waiting  restrictions from 17 to 31 Old Dalkeith Road and no parking from 31 Old Dalkeith Road to the corner before Bridgend Farm (see plan for details). To replace lost on-street parking provision two further locations have been identified as a potential off-street parking site. I am writing separately to the Bridgend Cottages’ residents regarding provision of an off-street parking area. 

Reducing parking provision at 87 and 89 Old Dalkeith Road to approximately four car lengths. 

Cycle facilities

The outbound cycle lane has been retained between Cameron Toll and Bridgend Cottages, and new waiting and loading restrictions have been introduced to ensure that vehicles do not park in the cycle lane during weekdays. The cycle lane/road between the pedestrian islands has been widened to 4.5 metres from 4.0 metres to accommodate a 1.5 metres cycle lane. Apart for a small stretch of parking just past numbers 87 and 89 Old Dalkeith Road, new double yellow lines will be introduced from Bridgend Cottages to Kingston Avenue. 

Other Issues

Other issues raised included traffic speeds on Old Dalkeith Road, the lack of a pedestrian crossing between Cameron Toll and Walter Scott Avenue and the lack of a footway on the west side of Old Dalkeith Road from the bus stop at Dinmount Drive to the entrance of Inch Park.   

Concerning comments received regards speeding issues, it has been decided to install a vehicle speed activated sign (activated when drivers exceed the speed limit) and additional road markings to encourage drivers to remain within the speed limit (see plans for location). The Council regularly undertakes a city wide review to identify locations which meet the safety criteria for a speed camera. At present Old Dalkeith Road does not meet the criteria for a safety camera. It has also been decided to renew the safety barriers at Bridgend Cottages.

Extension of the footway is outwith the scope of the Old Dalkeith Road Bus Priority proposals. An assessment by the Council undertaken by Services for Communities concluded that there is sufficient footway provision on the other side of the road and that a footway could not be justified in terms of current usage. The new footway at Cameron Toll at the segregated bus lane is actually a re-alignment of the existing footway and is an integral part of proposals’ design.  


With regards to there being no crossing between Cameron Toll and Walter Scott Avenue, again, this is outwith the scope of the proposals. As part of a possible future cycle scheme we are exploring the feasibility of installing a signalised cycle/pedestrian crossing linking Craigmillar Cycle path at Bridgend Farm with Inch Park.

Advertising of the proposals’ Traffic Regulation Order 

A Traffic Regulation Order (TRO) is the statutory instrument required to introduce bus lanes and amend/introduce waiting and loading restrictions. Part of the statutory procedure is a three week on-street advertisement of the TRO. Enclosed with this letter are plans that outline the TRO’s proposals.

The TRO’s advertising period commenced on Friday 9 October. If you wish to object to the proposals outlined in the enclosed plans, could you please reply not later than Wednesday 3 November 2009 by e-mail to:-

buspriority.southeast@edinburgh.gov.uk
or in writing(no stamp required) to:-

South East Edinburgh Bus Priority Proposals 

Freepost RSCE-CYLG-GRRB

The City of Edinburgh Council

10th Floor, City Chambers 

High Street 

Edinburgh

EH1 1YJ.

It is proposed to report objections received to the TRO to the 24 November’s meeting of the Council’s Transport, Infrastructure and Environment Committee for its consideration. I will the then write to objectors notifying them of the committee’s decision.  

Meanwhile, if you wish to discuss the proposals or want further clarification regarding the proposals or the TRO process please do not hesitate to contact Len Vallance on 0131 469 3629. 

Yours faithfully

Ewan Kennedy

Policy & Planning Manager







dave anderson
director
City Chambers, High Street, Edinburgh  EH1 1YJ
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