1.11.10

CEC 20MPH SOUTH CENTRAL CONSULTATION

Preliminary thoughts by Shane Voss, Spokes rep on Marchmont Community Council.

Please send him your views.   Email  shane[AT]blether.org.uk.

But it is really important that you also make your own personal submission to the consultation, as on the council consultation web page...
http://www.edinburgh.gov.uk/info/674/consultations/1180/south_central_edinburgh_20mph_scheme/1


Broadly the proposal covers the area bounded by the Meadows, Holyrood Park, Blackford Hill and Morningside Road.  Most roads in the area would be subject to a 20mph speed limit.  There would be a network of "major or secondary roads" with a 30mph limit.
I propose that MSCC should give broad support to the pilot and would not wish to hold it up by formally objecting.

The pilot proposal states "The area forms a large part of the ‘South Central’ part of the city where it is proposed to focus the ‘Cycle Friendly City’ initiative of the Active Travel Action Plan.  [It] is considered that an area-wide 20mph speed limit can play a useful role in this initiative, as well as helping to promote walking in the area and to improve safety."

There is a significant missed opportunity in the current proposal.  Accordingly, I propose that the Community Council ask for additional roads (detailed below) to be included in 20mph limit.  This would help with the initiative mentioned above, and have the additional benefit of making it much clearer which roads are inside the limit.  It would also reduce the clutter of road signs required (I estimate at least thirty junctions).

Marchmont Road, Kilgraston Road, Blackford Avenue, and the connecting parts of Grange Loan and Oswald Road.

This North-South route runs the length of the catchment area for James Gillespie's Primary and High Schools.  It is also a heavily used route for students (and staff) walking and cycling between Marchmont and Kings Buildings.
It is not an arterial route in and out of the City.  Buses use this route, but both services running on it (24 and 41) also run on roads proposed to be limited to 20mph.

Marchmont Road is a densely populated residential street.  There are shops at both ends with significant amounts of associated activity. Kilgraston Road is relatively narrow with narrow pavements.  The Council have previously said that it is not possible to provide on-road cycle lanes on this road, so a lower speed limit would be a significant benefit, especially for children cycling to and from School. Blackford Avenue is a residential street with shops at the Southern end.  The
current parking regime means that traffic is rarely free-flowing here.  That may change which will make cycling less attractive.

Grange Road, Strathearn Road, Strathearn Place, Church Hill.

This East-West route cuts across the catchment area of Sciennes Primary School.  Grange Road is considered a significant barrier to parents who wish to allow their children to walk or cycle to School.


Further background

The proposal mentions the city-wide 20mph zone in Portsmouth.  The measures in Portsmouth were considered especially appropriate since it was the only city in England with a higher population density than London.

According to the 2001 census figures, the population density of Portsmouth was 46 per hectare.  The equivalent figures for the Grange, Sciennes and Marchmont are 46, 67 and 178 respectively.  Marchmont is nearly four times as densely populated as Portsmouth!

The 2001 census also shows that in Marchmont, the number of people travelling to work on foot or by bike is three times the number of those travelling by car.  In Sciennes the ratio is 1.75, the combined ration is 2.35.  So the vast majority of residents will benefit from a comprehensive 20mph limit.

