	
[image: image1.png]






	CORPORATE RESOURCES
	


MIDLOTHIAN ACCESS FORUM 

MINUTES OF MEETING HELD ON THURSDAY 20 JANUARY 2011 IN 
THE DALKEITH ARTS CENTRE, DALKEITH
PRESENT:

	John Pope (JPo)
	Chair, Scotways

	David Wardrope-White (DWW)
	Sustrans, Cycling Touring Club, SPOKES

	Dave Kenny (DK)
	Midlothian Council, Cycling Officer, Roads

	James Innes (JI)
	Ramblers Association

	Ed Dunbar (ED)
	SPRBA

	Kate Duthie (KD)
	Esk Valley Trust

	Jo Cooke (JC)
	Midlothian Council, Ranger Service - Observer

	James Kinch (JK)
	Midlothian Council, Land and Countryside

	John Park (JPa)
	Midlothian Council, Land and Countryside – Minutes and Secretary


	ITEM
	MINUTE
	
	ACTION



	1.0
	INTRODUCTION AND SUBSTITUTES

	
	

	
	· JPo welcomed the Forum members attending.  It was noted that there were no substitutes.

	
	

	1.1
	APOLOGIES AND OTHER ABSENCES

	
	

	
	· Sir Robert Clerk – SRPBA – apologies received

· Keith Morton – National Farmers Union – apologies received

· John O’Keefe – SNH – apologies received

· Barbara Howie – Disabled Representative – apologies received.
· Gilbert Scott – Federation of Community Councils – apologies received.
	
	

	
	· Constance Newbould – British Horse Society
· Councillor Wilma Chalmers – Midlothian Council.


	
	

	
	
	
	

	3 
	MINUTES OF LAST MEETING 
	
	

	
	These were accepted as a true record.  KD however pointed out that there was a typing error in the July minutes Clause 10.5.  the wording “non-complaint” should read “non-compliant”  JPa to edit minutes.
	
	All Note

JPa

	
	
	
	

	
	
	
	


	ITEM
	MINUTE
	
	ACTION



	4.
	OFFICE BEARERS REPORT
	
	

	
	
	
	

	4.1
	Chairman’s Report

JPo read out Sir Robert Clerk’s letter of resignation and the Chairman’s reply.  The letter seemed to meet the approval of the Forum.
	
	All Note

	
	
	
	

	4.2
	Secretary’s Report
	
	

	4.2.1
	An updated copy of the “List of Access Dispute and Issues” which has been circulated prior to the meeting were discussed briefly.  Forum members made the following comments:-

· Core path number or Right of Way number should be added to the information provided on the list.

· General approval was given as to the number of Land Reform Act Section 14 notices Midlothian Council had recently served.
	
	All Note

	
	
	
	

	4.2.2
	A copy of the Access Initiatives Update, which has been circulated prior to the meeting was briefly discussed.
	
	

	
	
	
	

	4.2.2.1
	DK elaborated by providing a verbal update on:-
· Item 9  Roslin to Straiton Cycleway – work was now well underway on the section between Loanhead and Straiton Pond, with completion by this Spring.
· Item 35  Auchendinny, Dalmore Mill Housing Development.

This developer scheme did include tarmacing a section of the Penicuik to Dalkeith Foot/Cycleway next to Beeslack school.  No start date had yet been given, but it was thought to be this year.

· Item 38  The tarmaced link between St David’s Garden housing development and Newbattle Golf Course had now been completed. 


	
	All Note
All Note
All Note 

	4.2.2.2
	· Item 32  JK pointed out that this was incorrect.  No further funding has been sought to Tarmac any further sections.  The Penicuik to Dalkeith Foot/Cycleway other than those already listed.
	
	JPa to amend list

	
	
	
	

	4.2.2.3
	· Item 22 KD also provided an update on item 22, the Esk Valley Way.  A management plan is being undertaken on the sections owned by the Esk Valley Trust.  This is part of the North Esk Valley River Corridor Management Plan initiated by the Lothians and Fife Green Network Partnership.  Further details can be found on their website.  This would include a plan for community consultation as well as an action plan dealing with items such as Japanese Knotweed, an invasive species which was taking over many stretches of the North Esk. 


	
	All Note

	ITEM
	MINUTE
	
	ACTION



	
	
	
	

	4.2.2.4
	After discussion it was agreed that the list of initiatives should be re-arranged with completed items at the top.  JPa to re-arrange list.


	
	JPa

	4.2.5
	DWW suggested that there should be greater celebration of the successful projects with feedback from happy customers being published where possible.  It was suggested that this be a topic for the next meeting.
	
	All Note



	
	
	
	

	5
	ANY OTHER BUSINESS
	
	

	
	
	
	

	
	None.
	
	

	
	
	
	

	6
	DATE OF NEXT MEETING (where the feedback from the Annual Open Meeting will be communicated and discussed).

Tuesday 3 May 2011 10.00 – 12.30 in the MVA room, White Hart Street, Dalkeith
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