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	CORPORATE RESOURCES   
	


MIDLOTHIAN ACCESS FORUM, ACTION MINUTES OF MEETING HELD 
6th Aug 2012 AT THE MVA MEETING ROOM, DALKEITH
PRESENT:

	John Pope (JPo)
	Chair – Scotways

	David Wardrop–White (DWW)
	Sustrans, Cycling Touring Club, Spokes

	James Innes (JI)
	Ramblers Association

	Gilbert Scott (GS) 
	Federation of Community Councils 

	Constance Newbould (CS)
	British Horse Society 

	Shelagh Jenkins (SJ)
	Esk Valley Trust 

	James Crombie
	Disability Representative (Midlothian Access Panel)

	Dave Kenny (DK)
	Cycling Officer, Road, Midlothian Council

	James Kinch (JK)
	Land & Countryside, Midlothian Council

	John Park (JPa)
	Land & Countryside, Midlothian and secretary 


APOLOGIES AND OTHER ABSENCES
	
	

	
	

	
	

	Ed Dunbar (ED)
	Scottish Land and Estates (apologies received)

	Bob Barr (BB)
	National Farmers Union - substitute for Keith Morton (apologies received)

	John O’Keefe (JOK)
	SNH (no apologies) 


	ITEM
	MINUTE
	
	ACTION



	1.0
	Introductions

	
	

	
	JPO welcomed James Crombie who would now be the disability representative. James is the chairman of Midlothian Access Panel.
	
	

	
	
	
	

	2.0
	Minutes of last meeting corrections and business arising.
	
	

	
	
	
	

	2.1
	The minutes were accepted as a true record. 
	
	JPa            

	2.2
	Business arising  
	
	

	2.2.1
2.2.2
2.2.3


	Item 1.1.1. Following on from Quintin Young’s presentation at the last meeting DWW agreed to attend the next meeting of the Midlothian Tourism Forum representing the Access Forum on the 20th Aug 2012

Item 2.2.1. Bush Estate. DK stated that the new signage was in progress. DK also stated that he was still progressing the problem of the traffic lights not responding to horse riders and cyclists. D.K. stated that resolving the problem has proven to be very complicated, as it was not clear if it was a design or installation issue. As this was a safety issue DK agreed to resolve ASAP.
Item 2.2.3 Single Outcome Agreement 

In relation to the query raised by SNH on apparent lack of action plans supporting MLC’s Single Outcome Agreement NPI 41 (environment, health and sustainable transport) JK had raised with SOA thematic group within MLC’s planning department with a view to this being an agenda item at their next meeting.
	
	DWW
DK
JK


	
	
	
	

	2.2.4
	Item 2.2.4. Mavisbank drainage. 
The drainage problem is now the responsibility of the Mavisbank Trust who is new the landowner.
	
	All Note

	
	
	
	

	
	
	
	

	2.2.5
	Item 2.2.6. Oatslie former believed ROW 

C.N. to continue with landowner discussions and any actions needed to establish the route
	
	CN

	
	
	
	

	2.2.6

	Item 2.2.7. Report on Progress by Access Forum Members.

Cycling Logistics report would be covered in AOB. 
Post Meeting Note dated 21 Aug 2012. DWW forwarded a update on the ongoing communication links with Midlothian Tourism Forum (attached).

 
	
	DWW

	3.0
3.1


	Chairman’s report 

Waverley Line: JPo had written to D. Muir in relation to clearly identifying who will be responsible for the maintenance of the bridges which will provide non-motorised access over the Waverley Line, once the project was completed. Douglas Muir confirmed it would be Network Rail as they were providing the bridges
	
	All Note

	3.2
	High Drive: JPa had checked with M.C.s Legal Department regarding the new wording of the sign next to Kings Acre Golf Course and although some might consider the wording “intimidating” it was still legal. 

	
	All Note


	3.3       
 
	Legal Advise: JK had discussed the proposal of the council officer from the legal department attending Forum meetings to gain a better understanding of access issues. MCs legal dept however declined this proposal.  
	
	     JK


	3.4
3.5

	Kirk Road: JPo met with Sir Robert Clerk to discuss access issues through Penicuik Estate to the Pentland Hills – one specific issue was improving the waterlogged path to the Pentlands. JK agreed that Midlothian Council would supply materials for the work to be carried out. 
Bowlea Smithy ROW: In view of recent planning applications JPo and JPa along with MC’s Planning Enforcement Officer carried out a site visit (3rd April 2012) to examine the current line of the ROW and came to the conclusion the line had moved - although the end point destinations remained the same.
As there was still an access route there, this was not viewed as high priority. JPo, JPa agreed to examine further when time allowed. 

	
	         JK
         JPo
         JPa

	4.0
	Core Paths Update

	
	

	4.1
	JPo had at the last meeting questioned the new signage installed north of Bilston which referred to the Loanhead Railway Walk (on a ROW to Roslin) as the destination was currently unclear. 
JPa stated these signs had been planned in co-ordination with Sustrans signage -  which was still to be installed on the Railway Walk. Once the signage was completed JPa would ground truth the coordinated signage. 

DK to continue to chase up installation of Loanhead Railway Walk signage.
	
	     JPa
       DK


4.2          JPa was currently finalising the signage plans for Core Paths in 

               the Gorebridge / Borthwick/ Temple area. JPo requested that the 
                plan be  forwarded to the Gorebridge Community Council for 
     agreement prior to ordering any signs . JPo also suggested that 

     the relevant  Community Councils be consulted prior to ordering 

     signs in future.                                                                                        JPa                                                                   
5.0         Disputed  routes update
5.1
Item 1 Locked gate Camp Wood. JPa would continue approaches to landowner to have gate unlocked.                       


    JPa

5.2          Item 11 Parduvine Farm. CN agreed to speak to landowner regarding 

                the locked  gate preventing horseriders through farm track.                  CN
5.3         Item 13 Ford to Stair Arms Hotel. JPo would discuss clearing the 
encroaching vegetation with the Paths Group.                                           JPo
 5.0        Strategic routes, local path initiatives
5.1          John Muir Coast to Coast Route

    JPa had previously forwarded an update on the proposed route with the
    launch date of 21st April 2014.      
                It was noted  that the proposed route did not pass through Midlothian. 
                JPa invited comments from Forum members which would be forwarded 
                 to Ron McCraw of SNH.                                                                        All Note
6.0
AOB
6.1           Midlothian Physical Activity and Health Alliance Event.  JPa and DK 

                 reported that they had held workshops at the event held on the 30th May.                
                 The outputs from the event would be summarised /discussed 
      at the next PAHA meeting and JPa would report back at the 

      next Access Forum meeting                                                                 All Note               
6.2           Access Forum Membership / Councillor Vacancy. 
As SNH were no longer attending Forum meetings JPo proposed that 

a working party should examine how best to redeploy this vacancy prior to the Jan meeting. JPO also suggested that members bring ideas of possible changes to the constitution to the next meeting. JK would contact Jim Clifford of Midlothian Council regarding filling the councillor vacancy left by Wilma Chalmers.                                                                                All Note  JPo  JK                                     
6.3            Cycling Logistics.
DWW presented information on yearly trends provided by cycle counters. 

Not all cycle counters however are currently working. DWW pointed this out to the relevant council officer in order all the counters can be brought into operation. DWW would continue to analyse these figures and present to the Forum as they became available.                                                            DWW
6.4            Greenflag Award  
                 JK reported that Vogrie County Park had been awarded the Greenflag 

      award and thanked all the volunteers involved in the work required to bring 

      the park up to the required standard.                                                   All Note 
6.5             National Access Forum. The joint meeting will take place at Edinburgh City  
       Chambers (on the Royal Mile) on Tuesday 2 October. Any members wishing 

       to attend to let JPa know and he would inform the NAF.             All Note JPa            
6.6             Midlothian Walking Festival. The 22 event Walking Festival would 
      take place on the 10th to the 13th of August  2012                               All Note 
	7.0

	Monday 19th November 2012. 9.30 – 12.00 in the Midlothian Volunteer   Action MVA room, White Hart Street, Dalkeith.
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