CYCLE STORAGE IN GARDENS  
Steps that Edinburgh City Council should consider:
In order to encourage cycle use in Edinburgh, in line with its targets, Edinburgh City Council should seek ways of assisting householders who have no realistic alternative to storing their bike(s) in a front garden.
 
1. IMPROVE CLARITY FOR HOUSEHOLDERS
a) Adopt the suggested guidelines in section 4 of the draft Spokes factsheet.

b) Issue guidance saying that the Council is unlikely to serve Enforcement Notices for storage units meeting the Spokes factsheet criteria.  When complaints are received, Councils have discretion on whether or not to issue Enforcement Notices, and should do so only if it is deemed to be in the public interest. 

c) Publicise the Spokes factsheet and refer to it in Council publications - in the same way as the Council already does for the Spokes tenements cycle storage factsheet.

2. REDUCE COSTS, AS A PROMOTIONAL MEASURE
a) Transfer from the cycle promotion budget to the planning budget the cost of planning applications by householders for garden cycle storage facilities which meet acceptable criteria.  The possibility of doing this on a batch basis for a number of properties could be pursued.

b) Make available to householders, at a subsidised cost, cycle storage units which meet acceptable criteria - perhaps such as (a) above. We understand that Ealing Council is planning to do this, and anticipates 20-30 installations in the first year.  In such a case, planning permission would still be required, to avoid any possible conflict of interest within the Council.

3. LOBBY GOVERNMENT
In our view, the ideal answer is for the Scottish Government to change the rules for permitted development, so that sheds/containers for storing bicycles in front gardens, and meeting our criteria, are included.  We urge the Council to lobby Government to that effect.   We note that this is far from being an Edinburgh-only problem, as evidenced by ongoing developments and negotiations
 in Ealing and in Wandsworth.
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�	Although we support the Council in piloting communal onstreet or offstreet neighbourhood cycle parking, we are not including suggestions here which entail a very long lead-time such as widespread provision of these schemes.


�	See  www.spokes.org.uk > documents > advice > bike storage: gardens





