Spokes Planning Group

Meeting 19 Jan. 2015

Notes of Meeting
Present: SS, MD, PH, AM, ER  Apologies: MP

Next meeting: Mon. 23rd Feb, 7.30pm at 19 Saughtonhall Terrace. 
Planning Applications

To note:
14/04655/PAN Waitrose Corstorphine; PH, AM attended, left comments; corresp with Cllrs

14/04860/FUL Frogston Rd East res dev; GB, greenfield; need for external links; PH objected 19 Dec. Some discussion on merits of building on GB land, vs longer commutes from beyond the city.

14/02814/PPP Fountainbridge/Canal PPP went cttee 17 Dec.

14/01776/PPP Cammo Walk; appeal has gone to DPEA

Live:

14/05137/FUL res dev Frogston Rd W; GB, greenfield, low density; 30 Jan. Smaller piece of land, next to existing residential

14/05145/PPP res dev Lasswade Rd/Lang Loan; GB, greenfield, no local amenities; PH objected 23 Dec.; deadline extended to 30 Jan.

14/05337/PAN Fountainbridge N. 12 Feb, 2-7.30, Bainfield Students Union

14/05263/AMC St James Centre. DdF drafting a response

14/04880/FUL res dev Burdiehouse Rd; PH protested to Case Officer re incomplete app; no reply as yet. Post-meeting: docs from applicant still awaited; deadline will be extended

14/05255/FUL stdt accomm Bothwell St; no grounds for objection - links are good

Transport
1 Devon Gardens - update: Callum Smith progressing the link for CEC but ICAS proving hard to negotiate; SS (ICAS member) to write pointing out advantages of link to ICAS itself; response to PH from Head of Planning leaves 2 issues unresolved; PH to pursue

2 Leith Walk cycle obstructions - update (AMcVey 9 Dec); CEC are “onto it”

3 George St - update (AM went meeting); no change re cycle problems at entry/exit; but CEC seem to want momentum to continue

4 Bus lane trials; PH, DdF met Len Vallance 16 Dec.; Sat. bus lanes to cease, and m/bikes to be allowed in as part of trial; members should be prepared to protest to Cllrs if trials create problems

5 Boroughmuir School paths layout (MP, DdF 10 Dec.); new (temporary) connection between F'bridge and canal, parallel and close to Gibson Terrace, has been put in

6 Leith-Porty Cycle Route - changes at St Marys PS, Leith Links (DdF,AM 12 Dec.); concern that main route (to Shore) is being sidelined, but not so; extra route across the Links does make sense

7 New app to report routes cyclists use has been introduced in Glasgow (ER 18 Dec.); easy way for Councils to get feedback; limited enthusiasm here

8 Tram-bike trial reminder (DdF 20 Dec.); LH (at recent meeting) thinks it will go ahead without internal tram modifications

9 Scottish Budget (update); recent Parl'y debate produced no new initiative, but recent meeting of CS and Sustrans with Minister was “positive”

11 Marchmont - KB route; update from Callum Smith 30 Dec; consultations ongoing

12 Tpt Cttee meeting 13 Jan. 20mph proposals passed; AM comments 8 Jan.; the small number of changes to original is encouraging; also, Braid Hills Dr to be reduced to 40mph; separate exercise for rural roads proposed

13 RSO/14/23 St John St/Holyrood Rd/Viewcraig Gdns carriageway to cycle and ped 16/1;  more info and consultation needed; footways look too narrow for shared use; is developer doing it/paying for it? MD to follow up.

14 St James Centre HGV training (ER,SS 18 Jan); letter should also note the relevance of Leith Walk, which the HGVs will use above all ; and be sent also to Adam McVey qua Vice Convener and local Cllr

15 Barrett West 1: no cycle parking (member complaint; ER letter to CEC Enforcement 18/1)

16 Fort Kinnaird - member complains re lack of parking. PH to send plans to ER; possible case for Enforcement

17 Leith Walk lower section; zebras seem to be working, but double parking in bus lanes is rampant

18 Digital illuminated hoarding at Salamander Rd; distracting for road users; member objects

Scottish Parliament
1 Budget; Parl'y Debate on Active Travel 7 Jan.; see T9 above

2 Bicycle Account: Sustrans-funded scheme based in a few UK cities to monitor progress; 8-10 'indicators', such as user satisfaction with routes; based on Copenhagen scheme; report due this year. SS to attend meeting on 21st. Note relevance of SCSP funding (see E4 below)
Events and Consultations
1 Cycling Manifesto - phone meeting 9 Jan.(PH); 10 'themes' and 32 'specifics' to be whittled down by NCIG members; some disagreement over inclusion of 'sport' as a theme

 2 Space for Cycling - campaign workshop 21 Feb, Edinburgh. Chance for a get-together for all cycle campaigners in Scotland; CTC is rolling this out across Britain

3 New Forth Bridge update, 8.30-10am, 28 Jan., FRB Educ Centre. No interest

4 Active Travel sub-gp meeting 16 Jan re SCSP funding £1m, to be spent this financial year (PH, IM went); lively meeting, with many cycling orgs represented, and many ideas; covers all areas except infrastructure; strong wish for local communities to be involved; PH to alert DdF and Resources on implications for Spokes, who already have many relevant activities 

5 Edin School Streets: 11 schools; consultations online, public drop-ins (Spokes 29 Dec.)

6 Transform Scotland Members' meeting 30 Jan., 3.30pm Thorn House; “Behaviour Change and Sustainable Transport” (Alex Hilliam, ChangeWorks)
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