Spokes Planning Group

Notes of Meeting of 23 Feb. 2015

Present: SS,ER,AM,MD,PH

Apologies: MP

Planning Applications

15/00090/PAN Donaldsons, res dev (SS,MD 21 Jan); PH,AM, MD, AllyT went; Ally did a piece for STV Local; another consult'n March

15/00225/PAN Int'l Business Gateway, exhib'n 24 Feb.

14/04880/FUL res dev Burdiehouse; app was incomplete, but complete now. Deadline 6 Mar.

15/00276/PAN mixed use dev Builyeon Rd SQ; no time/date set, PH complained 3 Feb.; we will be notified

15/00331/PAN Craigpark Quarry Ratho (20 Mar.)

15/00322/FUL carpark, pub realm etc betw Morrison St & Fest Sq; proposed north-south route via Chuckie Pend, and an E-W route Fest Sq to Conf Sq, look good. Deadline 27 Feb; PH to comment.

Submission of apps online - organisations are treated like individuals - you need Title, First Name, Last Name. We agreed Dr, Spokes, Cycle-Campaign for this.

Availability of apps within 21 days (ER to HoP 11 Feb). Reply gave 3 different baseline dates for start of the 21 days, so wasn't fully helpful.

To note:

15/00064/ADV illuminated digital billboard Slateford Station; PH objected 30 Jan.

14/05305/AMC West Harbour Rd Granton; PH objected 13 Feb.(we want toucan Xing of W Harbour Rd at SW corner, to link to N Edin Network - see also 15/00238/FUL below)

15/00169/PAN Lothianburn Golf Course re-development; outdoor activities include MTB trails

15/00193/FUL care home, Balcarres St; PH objected 16 Feb.(re bridge over South Sub into REH grounds)

15/00223/PAN former Royal High res dev

15/00238/FUL new prom., West Shore Rd (PH commented/objected 23 Feb )

15/00353/PAN res dev Longstone Rd (west of HMP)

14/01649/PPP res dev W of Gilmerton Rd, 14/02806/PPP Ravelrig Rd res dev have gone to DPEA on appeal

14/05263/AMC St James Centre; DdF submission (PH also, for CTCS); plus letter re HGV training need. Cycling Scotland could provide this. We want this included in the Conditions; Action ER,SS

Transport

1 Bus lane hours - ETROrders; DdF sent objection for Spokes; many members have objected; bus companies apparently against it too

2 1-way streets suitable as 2-way for cycling - stakeholders' meeting with CEC 20 Feb.; PH and SS attended. Several types of intervention, and many criteria. List of the streets (n=200 approx) will be sent to Spokes for our advice/suggestions.

3 Gogar Station Rd re-surfacing (route to RBS); PH wrote in support 13 Feb; prior monitoring of traffic speeds, vols, cycle counts have taken place (P Matthews 13 Feb). Work due in April.

4 Viewcraig Gdns to St John's St connection along Holyrood Rd; opportunity offered by developer, hence little prior consultation. Part of a route Innocent to city centre. Spec a bit narrow. 

5 Temp ped Xings - motion from Cllr Nigel Bagshaw says it's CEC Policy to provide temp crossings during works; but doesn't always happen, eg Waverley Bridge. ER to contact Nigel, and Stuart Hay of Living Streets.

6 Cycle route diversions Lasswade Rd and A90 - temporary

7 Extra £5m CEC money for roads - DdF suggested white line re-paint for revenue money; we added path repairs, eg Innocent, A8 path, Dalry Rd/Telfer near Lidl; and gritting of towpath. Seek to put this on Agenda of next Cycle Forum. PH to write Lesley Hinds, copy Chris Brace

8 School Streets CEC Consultation; PH did response for Transform, (sent to CEC 16 Feb.); PH responded online for Spokes 16 Feb. We argued for 45 mins minimum, and exemption only for Emergency Vehicles

9 Transport Forum 30 Jan. -SS attended; freight, incl cycle; CEC budget; budget sub-group to be formed, SS to be on it; SS suggested one version of the budget could be based on output, ie on LTS priorities.

10 Canal priorities - PH wrote to CS in support of Hermiston-Ratho upgrade 17 Feb

11 B800: Tpt Scotland promise 3m shared-use path S of Ferrymuir rbt 18 Feb.

12 A720 cyclist counts - Tpt Scot request for data (19 Feb.) PH has drafted a response; need to add Sheriffhall (lack of provision for cyclists in all the schemes), and possibility of slip road closure on Gilmerton Rd

13 Leith Links path improvements; 4m path; desire lines surfaced; work to start late Mar, for 6 weeks

14 Barnton GC Path - ped/cycle conflict; wkg group meeting 25 Feb, AM attending. Stud lights define the path but give no visibility at all.

15 Edinburgh travel analysis 2011 census (ER 22 Feb); active travel and bus use up, car use down (slightly). Yet another argument against bus lane changes proposed.

16 Ped Xing of George St near Hanover St - member concern re green man not visible to cyclists. User group meeting in March will be critical to ensure street does not revert at end of trial.

Scottish Gov't

1 Air Quality consultation (by 10 April) (DdF 23 Jan)

2 Budget update - budget has been approved, but an amendment seeks break-down (ie clarity) of spending on Active Travel.

3 Emissions Strategy and need for funding it - FOE(S) action to write to Swinney

Midlothian

1 issues from Access Forum (James Orr, 17 Feb.); Edmondstone route; the Drum; A701; Dalkeith CP; Roslin-Peebles; Mayfield Cycle Dismount signage.

East Lothian

A meeting of its Cycle Forum was held 10 Feb.

Events and Consultations

1 Spokes mailout 28 Feb.

2 Cycle Forum and AT Forum 10 Feb. Main Items were: Coloured surfacing report; budget;  bus lane operation. Remit to include “scrutinise and influence [policy]”. In future, DdF and PH to send round Notes of the meeting.  Next mtg 18 June.

3 Spokes public meeting 26 Mar.

4 Paths for All National Walk/Cycle Conf 26 May - deadline 5 Mar. for EarlyBird rate of £65

AOB

1 (ER) fatal accidents; we need to know the outcomes. ER to follow up.

2 (ER) parking on pavements; Bill currently in Holyrood will enable wardens to take action; at present only the police can act, and driving on or off must be witnessed; hence prosecutions extremely rare, change in law needed.

3 (AM) Meadows - Innocent - time scale? No work started yet.

Next Meeting

30 March, 7.30pm, at 5/4 West Newington Place

