Spokes Planning Group

Meeting 11 May 2015

Notes of Meeting

Present: SS, ER, PH, MD, MP, Tom Kempton (new member)

Apologies: AM

Planning Applications

To note:

14/05337/PAN “Springside West” (aka F'bridge N.) (second exhib'n) (AM, TK, DdF)

13/05048/FUL Biomed Research Centre, near ERI; p/p granted but important issues held back as 'Reserved Matters' (PH, 15 Apr)

14/04205/FUL care home off Corstorphine Rd - cttee decision 22 Apr.

At present there are no formal links through the site and this development 

proposes to provide formal links to both the footpath and cycle way to the south and 

form a new access through the stone wall in the north east comer of the site, providing 

direct access onto Corstorphine Road.  This will improve the permeability to and from 

the site and allow linkages into the larger areas of open space within the wider area. 

But they didn't grant us a ramp beside new steps up to C'phine Rd on grounds that more trees would be lost.

15/01659/FUL John Lewis alterations, Leith St - PH objected 20 Apr., re need for cycle parking beside new store entrance on Leith St - proposed parking is some distance away

15/01483/FUL hockey pitch, floodlighting, Merchiston Castle Sch. - PH objected 17 Apr.; some doubt on whether we should be objecting to floodlighting

15/00594, 00595 and 00668/ADV hoardings, Rose St, George St and Princes St p/p refused - “amenity and public safety”

14/03847/PPP, 03848/PPP F'bridge/Canal masterplan and aparthotel; cycle conditions included are widening of Fountainbridge for cycle lanes, and towpath improvements

Live:

15/01556/FUL access road, cutting path at Meggetland (RB, 17 Apr); PH to draft objection

15/01676/FUL sports hall, swimming pool, Merchiston Cas Sch

15/01742/AMC St James Q includes cycle pkg, signing of cycle and ped routes

15/01848/AMC St James Q central hotel & landscaping

15/01936/PAN stdt accomm, flats, hotel, arts facility, Kings Stables Rd/Lady Wynd; no grounds for objection

15/01474/FUL stdt accomm, Stenhouse Mill Wynd (by Water of Leith); may object re loss of amenity for WoL path

How planning apps are registered - info from CEC 24 Apr. System not satisfactory, but we can work with it generally.

Transport

East-West Route workshops, Haymkt and Roseburn; DdF went (2 Apr); broad outline of routes

George St - letter to Iain MacPhail from EJ 3 Apr.; future after trial still uncertain

Leith Walk parking (non)enforcement (member Lizzie R, 8 Apr); we can suggest another enforcement blitz when next section is finished

Leith Walk: Pilrig St-McDonald Rd new plans; exhib'n 11 June, 4-8pm, MacD. Rd Library; meeting with Spokes reps during week 4-11 June TBC

A720 cycle count - response from consultant 8 Apr); we seek better facilities at the numerous crossing points well used by cyclists

20mph TROs, ref TRO/15/17/ADY, 13 Apr.; Action Update appeal for info on particular streets; Graham Dann and others responded; PH sent compilation to ADY

Bus lane surveys, request from CEC (DdF, 17 Apr); cttee decision due 2 June; Spokes delegation will object to proposals

Locking bikes to lamp-posts - query (RB, 20 Apr); it was suggested he contact the Cycle Team of CEC. Re abandoned bikes, Bike Station used to remove them but Police said no. CEC then passed the buck to Neighbourhoods, who showed no interest.

A8 underpass - need for ramp up to E-W cycle route on N side is a main issue (Action Update, Item 8, 18 Apr). PH has written Brian Sharkie seeking meeting of interested parties.

Barnton Golf Courses - street lighting to go in (AM 29 Apr)

Port'y to Pentlands - Donald Anderson proposal 1 May; RG to be Spokes rep for this

Ratho Golf Course signage (from LAF); PH to respond to latest signage proposals; canal towpath may get an upgrade from Sustrans

Bikes on Trams: trial started early May, for a month; off-peak only. More info on Spokes website

Midlothian

TRO T4.566 40mph limit Newton, A6106; PH replied seeking better cycle facs

TRO 4.572 30mph at Ford, nr Pathhead (15 May for comments) (we support)

TRO 4.564 Footway convert to shared use, Dalhousie Rd Eskbank ( ditto)

Consultations and Events

Low Emission Strategy Consultation (E Hanna, 8 Apr); PH sent submission 22 Apr.

Midlothian Map new edition published 10 Apr.; old copies to go to local schools

Local Access Forum 23 Apr. - PH and SS attended; Rights of Way proposal for routes through Astley Ainslie in order to safeguard them. Local Green Cllrs progressing this; and Lesley Hinds has asked for report on these routes, and raised the issue of routes through other NHS properties

PEP Talks event, Canonmills 24 Apr. - Mies attended for Spokes

SG Town Centre Toolkit - pp76-83 has specifics on cycling, some good, some less so

SEStran Forum on sustainable transport was addressed by SS and Stuart Hay; discussed new SG tool-kit for Town Centres; attracted large attendance

Bikes vs Cars - new film screening 4 May; PH and Mies attended. Takes cycling seriously as a mode of transport

Forthcoming Events:

A90 cycle route opening 15 May 9am at Burnshot

Parl'y Reception Active Travel 9 June (by invite only)

Transport Forum 14 May - Ian to go instead of SS

Transport Cttee 2 June - DdF to do 'delegation' over bus lane proposals

SCCS Rally 27 May, lunchtime

Transform Scotland members' meeting 29 May, on sustainable transport in Scotland's cities - report from intern David Allan

EDFoC 11 - 21 June

Spokes Public Meeting 15 June

Bike Breakfast 17 June

Scottish Government

ICI cttee survey of access to mainline stations (20 Apr); MD did personal response

Date of Next Meeting:

Monday 22 June 2015, 7.30pm, at 33 Madeira St EH6 4AJ (near Leith Library)

Peter Hawkins 12 May 2015

