Spokes Planning Group

Meeting of 22 June 2015

Notes

Present: MD, PH, TK, AM, MP, ER, SS

Apologies: none

Planning

To Note:

15/01556/FUL access road cutting cycle path, Meggetland: PH objected 15 May

15/01742/AMC Public realm, St James' Q: PH sent Spokes Masterplan objection as response, 15 May;

15/01858/AMC Hotel, St James' Q; PH sent the Spokes Master-plan objection;

15/01474/FUL stdt accomm, Stenhouse Mill Wynd; PH objected, 19 May

14/05145/PPP res dev, green belt site, off Lasswade Rd; p/p refused 22 May

15/01779/MLC, based on MLC 15/00285/DPP waste treatment plant Millerhill; PH sent comments/objection re access from Shawfair and through routes, copied to MLC.

15/02381/PAN conserv'n/adaptation of former RHS as St Mary's Music Sch; exhib 18 June; AM went

15/01659/FUL John Lewis new entrance: p/p granted but no mention cycle pkg; PH asked why (email to Case Officer), 11/6; reply shows CEC Planning let us down. Action: PH (and others) to copy all comments/objections to Transportation with request they support it.

Live:

15/02405/PAN res dev, S of Cockburn Cres Balerno; exhib'n Balerno CC, 25 June

Transport

Cycle count results 13 May: cycling up at one location, down at the other;

A90 path launch, Burnshot 15 May; Tpt Convener LH attended - on bike!

Crossing Lothian Rd-Q'ferry St, for route to Charlotte Sq: EJ initiative 13 May; on-site meeting, CB agreed to look at possibility

Bus lanes correspondence (Lynn G); decision Transport Cttee 2 June; support from Marco Biagi 10/6; DdF, PH and John R from Living Streets to meet Len V, 23 June;

Also from Tpt Cttee: school streets gets go-ahead; strong support from parents; drop-off points away from the schools to be provided

Tram-bike crashes/improvements - letter to A Sim compiled, sent 30 May (SS). Reply 20/6 was very brief, but promises a meeting;

Bikes on Trams trial - meeting 22 June; PH went for Spokes; trial to be made permanent, but not during Festival; PH circulated notes of the meeting. 

20mph TROs - formal consultation 29 May-26 June; individuals should write in support; member with Bristol experience wrote in;

Bristo Sq/Forrest Rd - some changes happening; RG to lead for Spokes; seeks meeting with CB 7/6; Living Streets should also be involved - TK to write RG re getting them on board;

Leith Walk - TK and others wrote submission re McD Rd to Pilrig St plans; sent 19/6

ScotRail Cycle Innovation Plan published; looks good

Haymarket Station  'Bike&Go' hire scheme started 15 June

Holyrood Park: letter from Living Streets 15 June; ped Xing; shared-use; rat-run for vehicles; we support ped Xings (slow traffic down) and rat-run reduction, but not their shared-use objections, though better provisions for peds/joggers etc are definitely needed.

On-street cycle parking pilot successful and popular - report 18 June; MD to gather info on London's faster progress of these and write LH asking if Edin could do same.

Midlothian:

TRO T4.578 (MLC) Lasswade Rd shared-use path: we supported it; 3 June

TRO (Midlothian T5.475) 30mph, A6106 The Wisp; we support it (4 June)

TRO (Midlothian) T5.469 footway redetermination, A701 nr Milton Bridge; we support it;

TRO (Midlothian) T4.563 A7 and Main St Newtongrange redet'n order (4 June); support, but with comment (AM) re better route

Dalkeith CP - Buccleuch want to charge fee £1 to ride through; Neil Robertson (member)  contacted SNH, who referred him to Midlothian Access Officer; the latter claims Buccleuch are acting legally, though the evidence suggest otherwise; PH following up

Consultations and Events

Climate Rally 27 May; 300 turned out on wet day

George St Stakeholders Meeting 15 June; AM went; cycle lanes likely on both sides, as temp measures;

SESplan Main Issues; consultation 21 July-15 Sept. MD to do response for Sustrans; Spokes might use this as basis for ours;

SG: NTS to be “refreshed”

East-West route: workshop on Melville St, 8 June - DdF, AM attended; attention focussed on central 'square' with statue; may convert back to garden; street too narrow for cycle lanes as well as parking; options were explored - CEC to refine these. This led to wider discussion on CEC transport/cycling policy - trying to satisfy too many masters.

Active Travel Alliance Parl'y Reception, 9 June (PH, IM attended); Transform Scotland had produced a manifesto for Active Travel, backed by CS, Sustrans and CTC; and the pedestrians' groups.

Bus Lane Trials - meeting with Len Vallance CEC, 23 June

HGV cycle safety system workshop (CEC) 18 June; PH went; refuse vehicle fitted with flashing signs, audible message and cab sensors when it signals to turn L.

Active Travel Forum 18 June - PH, DdF went. Workshop on progress and future preferences.

Cycle Network Event (re manifestos) 13 June: PH went; three main items for manifesto; timetable for party manifestos and campaigning worked out.

CEC “Ready for 20” event 15 June; ER went; encouraging individuals to write in support.

Canals Stakeholder meeting 18 June (MP went). Scottish Canals multi-user statement to be agreed and launched by SC and all stakeholders, end of summer.

Spokes AGM 15 June; agreed we would seek to become a SCIO; new Treasurer formally welcomed.

AOB

(ER) Cycle infrastructure in road design schemes. Discussion on how we might improve interaction with CEC Transport; possible presentation to staff; seek good examples.

Gogar Station underpass: MSP Jim Eadie is taking up the issues with Network Rail;

Meadows - Innocent work: Gifford Park to be closed for 4 weeks

Next Meeting: Mon. 27 July 2015, at 19 Saughtonhall Terrace, EH12 5RB

PH 23 June 2015

