Spokes Planning Group
Notes 9 Nov 2015 meeting
Present:  Sandy, Marion, Euan, Alec, Tom, Martin

Apologies: 

Planning:
15/04545/FUL Saughton Gardens. Development of Winter Gardens to attract more use with improved cafe and community facilities- 10 Nov
· Cycle path adjacent. Parking? Etc?

15/04872/PAN Drum Estate. Phased development of residential, retail, community facilities in massive area south and east of Gilmerton/ Moredun sweeping down to the bypass and east to the A7.- ?
· Early days
15/04318/PPP “Millburn Tower” part of Garden City Project - mixed dev; deadline 6 Nov. ER responded.
15/04448/FUL redev't of Golf Course, Braids Hills; MTB course
· Marion is the Landscape Architect for the scheme. Dave’s response re access supported by the meeting.

15/02892/PPP Springside West: PH replied to Grosvenor, the developers; Disquiet re Youngers Steps; encourage members to write in.

· DATE? WHO dealing with?
15/0 5024/PAN, mixed use development, Fettes Row/Eyre Terrace.
· Any development must include cycle access. Alec attending meeting.
Builyeon Rd, S Q'ferry; member (? source Transform Scotland) sent list of issues arising from a recent PAN; could be relevant for future p/a for the site (20 Oct.)
· See how members points’ raised fit in with any proposals.

Planning Application: Murieston Crescent - student accommodation. We’re looking for bridges over Glasgow and Carstairs railway lines. Chris Brace (CoE Cycling Officer) is aware. 

Edmonston Planning Ap: Alec objected in PAN. Housing only - no shops/schools etc so there will be cars everywhere. Alec
WISP PPP ???

Bus Routes into new Developments - Sestran Bus Forum (Sandy) - Proposal for a new development but no plan to bring buses in. Should be direct pedestrian and cycling access to bus routes as a minimum.

Planning Department - do they have sufficient awareness of cycling needs? (They have said “don’t know to major development?) Peter and Marion gave a presentation to them a while back that was well attended - maybe time to do again?

Elder Street (Roseburn to Leith Route) - 20 Nov Tom Crossings not suitable for pedestrian and cycle volumes and poor fit with Roseburn to Leith proposed use of S.Side of York Place.

Transport
M/A from 5 Oct meeting:
1 Tram/cycle liaison meeting: PH wrote CBr re lack of meeting; reply offering w/c 26 Oct dates
· Awaiting update from Peter.

2 West End crossing - item to appear in Bulletin
3 RIE bike parking - Resources Group to meet RIE Cttee on Active Travel - Chris Oliver
4 Budget priorities - Spokes input; DdF continues to press for this; big items are already progressing or well-known
· Priority to join up existing and other new routes

· Proportion of the Capital Budget is allocated to reinstatement. Lots of new build money is going to cycling. Lower cost respraying of roads so “amber” poor surfaces may be treated before “red”.

Barnton Golf Course path: PH wrote CBr re lack of lighting; reply - staff shortage but hope to install by end of financial year
· March 2016

Holyrood Park: Spokes reluctantly supports 'waffly' letter but we'll write in separately (RG)

Chambers St pavement widening RSO/15/20; DdF, AM 16 Oct.
· objected as no benefit to cycling

Trunk Road Cycling Initiative (TRCI) DdF wrote letter to Scottish Ministers 13 Oct.
Pilrig St to McDonald Rd - TROs for consultation 20 Oct.
· No priority across junctions. If segregation had started further out (Leith end)then wouldn’t have had to wait for traffic signals at Iona St. Closes Tue 17th. Tom
Liberton Brae/Liberton Rd (again) member letter; 
Parking Bay at Tesco Nicolson St.

McD not sure which item this refers – Causey project??  Try to meet with Community Groups as only at Community Planning stage. Alec has been to meetings re pinch point. Tom also involved.to)
Tollcross junc - reply from CBr giving advice; little can be done re road markings in short term.
WoL path Dean Br - Stockbridge: EJ to attend public meeting 31 Oct

Roseburn - Leith Walk preliminary designs out for consultation, 23 Oct.
· Staggered crossings and 4km of 2 way cycleways (Segregated?). Not going through Haymarket junction (avoids tram). Plans out last week. Proposal is for S. side of York Place - conflict with Elder Street plans. What plans for Piccardy Place? Going to consultation - 16 Nov - close 5 Jan. No money yet - City Region bid or Sustrans “Exemplar”? Access problems with new proposed bigger car park and lorry access to Broughton Street.  Where will taxis go - likely to be objections. Big Public Realm improvement proposed for Melville St “diamond”.

Transport Cttee 27 Oct – SS Report by email

Footway Parking/Double Parking Bill; Spokes (Euan) has compiled response and sent it
(TK 6 Nov)

St James Centre update - SS 29 Oct.
· Demolition starts soon. John Lewis is staying but other shops etc all going. There will be a couple of pathways through the new centre that cycles can be wheeled through (!)  [Note from Dave – cycling agreed on the N-S James Craig Walk and will be a TRO on this – its connection to Leith St will be important.  The 'bike walking route' is in fact quite innovative and to be welcomed; it is is E-W through the covered shopping mall and includes bikes being allowed in the lifts – its main use will be for people using the shops/offices in this truly massive complex].

Chambers St - SS sent objection to footway widening proposals - ref RSO/15/20
and TRO/15/40
ADDITIONS:
· Bus lanes (SS) - First & Stagecoach on board with objecting to bus lane timing cuts
· Barnton Avenue - member in touch re waiting restrictions - seems to be a walking area around the school.

· Grassmarket - someone in touch re moving cycling parking away from recycling area where much broken glass.

· Roseburn Park - cyclist dismount sign around works - report to council Euan
· Utility Companies not reinstating properly etc. Now have more inspectors so should improve eventually.

· Waverley Ramp - now open

· East Lothian - proposal for cycle route from Haddington  to City boundary.

· Mid Lothian - TRO’s Newton Village - proposal to reduce from 60 to 30 (was 40) and A7 to Dalkeith proposal to reduce to 40 at Melville Gate Rd.

· Budget Issues - no response from Lesley Hinds to Euan’s letter of 3 months ago re a cycle promotion budget and other matters. Euan to send a gentle reminder.

· 4 more schools to get “school streets”
Consultations and Events
CEC Parking consultation: until 31 Oct – ER response from Spokes

Astley-Ainslie site; LAF meeting 21 Oct to discuss whether routes through should become RoWs; Scotways pressing for this; Spokes should support (SS,PH  going to LAF).  Sandy reports that the Council are looking into rights of way across the grounds. Council have just issued a notice re waiting restrictions on one of the routes.
East Lothian consultation - SS to attend meeting 21 Oct.

Sustrans Bike Life Survey - 72% Edin residents want more money for walk/cycle (Herald, 21 Oct)
Other:

Planning Group internal communication - form a Yahoo or Google Group?
· Tom and Martin meeting with Peter 19 Nov to discuss ways of making it easier to contribute and to learn more about Group processes.
·  CTC Scotland - Martin attended AGM and meet up in Glasgow. Suzanne Forup now appointed as Head of Development Scotland - 4 days a week. Priorities include: Walk, Cycle, Vote; Bike Belles, All Ability  and other development and volunteer projects; doubling membership.

Date of Next Meeting
Monday 14 December 7.30pm at Marion’s (116 Redhall Drive)

Martin McD
