Spokes Planning Group Meeting 

Aug. 16th 2017 

Notes

Present: PH, MMcD, AM, CP, ER, SS

Apologies: DF, RG, SM, MP

Planning

17/02477/FUL res dev, Saltire St - PH sent objection re excessive car parking (14/7)

17/02345/FUL W Bowling Gn St supported housing: PH sent provisional objection re lack of cycle pkg (14/7); then further comments re disabled cycle use/pkg sent in, 25/7

17/03256/PAN residential and commercial, Bonnington Rd Lane (JL depot) (exhib'n 30 Aug., 3-7.30pm, MacDonald Rd Library)

16/04738/PPP West Craigs gone to appeal 20/7 (PH sent further response 9 Aug.)

16/04581/FUL Boroughmuir HS re-use for residential - DPEA Appeal dismissed (but not for excessive car parking) (14/8)

Transport

1Picardy Pl - Pic Pl full consultation now proposed following Council motion from Chas Booth. Spurtle article congratulates Spokes for its timely intervention

2 Leith St: diversion works have started at Abbeyhill, but we have no news of our request for cycle contraflow up Abbeyhill. MMcD to follow up with Cllr Claire Miller

3 Leith Walk: all work on hold until tram decision next year. Built bits of cycle route will be opened properly shortly

4 Sheriffhall - SG letter says more consultations with interested parties to come  (AM, DF, Michaela)

5 CCWEL (City Centre West-East Link): RG replies to Callum Smith with comments on the detailed designs (14/7); CS's response 21/7

6 Garden sheds as permitted dev't: DdF sought clarification from SG Planning Review (accepted by SG as “key action” and “priority”) Heads of Plg Scotland (HOPS) Paper however says not recommending it for 'permitted dev't' (DdF 5/8)

7 Little France Park: update from ELGT shows 1.6km of new path; corresp. re a bad chicane (20/7); ELGT says chicane to be corrected at next phase (info via PH, 8/8)

8 City Region Deal - trad GDP focus, very disappointing for active travel. £20m for W Edin transport; and doc has a lot about cycling, needs response from PG (Action?) 

9 Princes St: Sustrans putting together a position statement (DdF 21/7): no further info

10 West End and trams: Crossing to Hope St is longer term (27/7) but priorities now set out in 4 categories (14/8)

11 Tpt Cttee first meeting 10 Aug. MMcD and LS did deputation re Picardy Pl and the Chas Booth motion. Lesley McInnes to be Chair of Transport Forum and of LAF

12 Meeting new Tpt Conveners Lesley McInnes and (Vice) Karen Doran: DdF, MMcD, CP, Mies, 2/8 DdF sent Notes. Tram safety high on agenda. Coalition doc not yet ready.

13 Slippery steel plates: ER complained; P Lawrence promises invest'n (2/8)

14 Community Links+: Henry W to assist CEC presentation for W Edin; DdF ditto for Meadows - George St, 17 Aug. Result should be known soon after

15 George St Festival arrangements: not too bad, apart from cobbles in middle section

16 Magdalene Glen path disruption: letters to Cllr Child (RG 8/8, PH 8/8) re lack of consultation, lack of CEC joint working, failure/refusal to reinstate; also letter from Rev Dr S Marriage. No replies as yet from Cllr Child

17 Path closures:

a) on WoL - at Bonnington (refer this to LS as it's more a matter for peds; P Lugton also writing to Cllr) 

b) Saughton Park (PH); no advance warning; no signage provokes deluge of protests; some signage now in; representations still ongoing; 

c) Lochrin Pl/West Tollcross; ER followed up; blockage now removed

d) Scottish Widows Morrison St.  ER, DF; no action agreed, but closure is temp till 21/8

e) Melvin Walk: CEC told them to re-open it failing a TTRO, but still not open (CP, Eleanor Birch)

We discussed if there's a common thread we can address: lack of advance notice is poor, but worst thing is inadequate/non-existent diversion signage. To raise at Cycle Forum (DdF, PH)

Consultations and Events

1 Air Quality in Scotland (SG ECCLR Cttee) deadline 18 Aug.; good Guardian art. PH, DdF compiled a response and sent it.

2 Air Departure Tax - SG consult'n, 15 Sept. We have views, but this is not an issue for Spokes

3 SG Climate Change Bill 22 Sept. Again, this is not directly a Spokes issue

4 Wayfinding Workshops: second round, 9-10 Aug (MMcD, PH); neither of us went, but still in contact re next edition of the Edin map (PH)

5 20mph consultation extended till 15 Sept  PH volunteered a draft 

6 CEC Localities Directory issued (4/8); relationship to NP's queried (ER, DdF)

7 CEC Countryside/GB Development consultation (4/8) (by 27 Aug) CP volunteered a draft

8 CEC Electric Vehicles (mostly about charging). RG co-ordinated a response 14/8

9 TS meeting with Spokes: 23 Aug; EJ, DdF, DF

10 Car-free Day 22 Sept - stall at Parl't; SM volunteered to man

11 Summer comp. - judging is by Resources Group; Chris Brace has agreed to be the external independent judge. CEC have agreed to look at any of the 10 prizewinning ideas which are CEC responsibility. 

'Small improvements' - list from CCE, and items on Cyclescape (MMcD), and could include comp ideas.  MMcD, SM, DF to collate and review the ideas and look at ways to manage and prioritise 

More generally - Spokes would like discussions with officials about spending priorities and budgets before they are announced to the AT Forum, ie at earliest possible stage.

We also do not seem to have a list of priorities/spending plans for the current year, 17-18; PH to follow up with Andrew Easson

12 Cycle Network for 2027 - ideas wanted: MMcD to send email round

13 Innocent Tunnel widening (member suggestion) - could be expensive; not a priority for us

AOB

1 (AM) Causey Project to do a presentation to SouthSide Comm'y Council shortly

2 (AM) consultation on quiet route Calton Rd to Innocent is expected

Date of Next Meeting

Wed, 20 Sept.; venue tbc

