
SPORES 
THE LOTHIAN C Y C L E CAMPAIGN 
2A Ainslie Place, Edinburgh EH36AR 
Tel. 225 7752 

A mass pedal-powered procession is 
to be held along Princes Street on 
Sunday June 11th. We are hoping for 
TV coverage and are expecting 500 
bikes, tandems, tricycles, bike 
trailers, kiddy seats, and decorated 
pedal-powered machines of all types. 
If you haven't cycled for the last 50 
years now is the time to get your 
penny-farthing out of the attic, and 
to repair the brakes on your solid 
tyred 1890s boneshaker. 
If you support our aims come to tfie rally. 
Bring your chi ldren, your parents and grand
parents, your wife, husband or lover, and all 
your fr iends. If you've time, decorate your 
bike and tie a placard to it or to your shirt. 
The procession will be followed by events and 
entertainments. 
The police and the Council have been fully 
informed of the rally and it is being held on a 
Sunday for maximum safety. Please obey all 
instructions from the stewards and the police. 
A S S E M B L E 2.45 P.M. 
C O A T E S C R E S C E N T [West End] 
MONEY is desperately needed 
by S P O K E S for its campaigns and publicity. 
W e need £100s, but if you can't manage that 
the odd lOp, £1 or E10 would be a great help. 
[Cheques crossed and payable to S P O K E S , 
send to 2A Ainslie Place.] 

AIMS O F T H E R A L L Y 
— T o celebrate the great and contin

uing increase in cycle use. 
— T o publicise the benefits of bikes 

for individuals and the community. 
—To demonstrate our concern at the 

appall ing lack of provision for 
cyc l is ts . 

— T o urge the Counci l to positively 
encourage cycl ing and start cater
ing for cyc l is ts ' needs. 

MEADOWS F E S T I V A L 
— S e e S P O K E S on J u n e 3 & 4 
— S t i c k e r s , Pos te r s , B i k e books on s a l e . 
— B r i n g old reco rds , books, bike parts for us 

to s e l l . 
— S u n d a y 2 p .m. - S E C O N D H A N D B I K E 

A U C T I O N - Bring your old bike out of the 
shed to se l l . 1 0 % to S P O K E S . 

MECHANICAL PROBLEMS? 
Br ing your bike to the C O M M U N I T Y B I C Y C L E 
W O R K S H O P . Open every Sunday 7 p.m. to 9 
p.m. at 27 Drummond Street. We wil l provide 
help and tools C O M P L E T E L Y F R E E . 

S P O K E S MEETINGS 
G e n e r a l Mee t ings a r e held fortnightly on 
Mondays ( J u n e 5 , 19, J u l y 3, 17, e tc . ) at 7.30 
p . m . at 2A Ainslie Place. Ever^ toae we lcome. 
M e e t i n g s of work ing gr 
the i r m e m b e r s . 

ranged by 



ACTION W A N T E D NOW 
On M a y 2nd 1978 the Labour Par ty ga ined ful l 
cont ro l of Loth ian Reg ion in the reg ional 
e lec t ions , and a re therefore respons ib le for 
H i g h w a y s and many other mat te rs of concern 
to cyc l i s t s . Before the elect ions S P O K E S 
ob ta ined s ta tements on cyc l ing provis ion f rom 
the major par t ies . T h e s e a re ava i l ab le in ful l 
f rom S P O K E S , but s ince Labour is in control 
w e r e m i n d readers of the i r po l ic ies: 
" T h e following are excerpts from our transport 
policy statement: 
— All traffic management schemes' will be design

ed so as to avoid lengthening trips for cyclists. 
Road closures (e.g. in conjunction with bus lanes) 
wil l allow for the unimpeded passage of cyclists. 

— Cycle racks (suitable for locking) will be provided 
in the city centre and at all other convenient 
locations. 

— A study of other possible measures for pedest
rians and cyclists will be undertaken immediately 
including the possibility of networks of cycle
ways and walkways. 

— The implications for walkers' and cycl ists ' routes 
will be considered in relation to all new develop
ments." 

"Traffic Management Schemes are things like one
way schemes, bus lanes, traffic islands, etc., 
designed to change traffic movements without new 
road building. 

C y c l i s t s (and pedes t r ians ) a re urged to make 
s u r e that these pol ic ies a re car r ied out soon . 
W r i t e now, ask ing for immedia te act ion, to 
Cl l r . M r s . Catherine F i lse i l , 
Transport Chairman 
Cl l r . John Crichton, Council Convener. 
If you have ideas about prov is ion in your part 
of the C i ty or Reg ion , wr i te to suggest t h e m , 
and quote any of the pol ic ies wh ich back up 
your c a s e . 

NO B I K E S H E R E BY ORDER 
A ma jo r r ea r rangemen t of t raf f ic and 
p e d e s t r i a n s is p lanned in T H E C O N V E R S I O N 
O F H I G H W A Y S ( B R I S T O S T R E E T ; 
M A R S H A L L S T R E E T , C H A R L E S S T R E E T , 
T E V I O T R O W , L O T H I A N S T R E E T A N D 
P O T T E R R O W , E D I N B U R G H ) O R D E R , 
R E F E R E N C E No. P / R D S / 4 / 1 / L A / 1 . 

S P O K E S is appa l led that in th is a r e a of 
h e a v y and cont inuous cyc le u s e , no considera
tion has been paid to cycl ists. 

S o m e of the s t ree ts ment ioned a re to be 
p e d e s t r i a n i s e d , and the order spec i f ies that 
they can st i l l be used- even by such un l ike ly 
t ra f f i c as te lephone w i r e lay ing veh ic les - but 
no ment ion of b ikes . W h e n wi l l T h e H i g h w a y s 
D e p a r t m e n t accept that it is possible [and 
most desirable] to t rave l wi thout an acce le ra 
tor, an exhaus t pipe and a ful l wa l le t to 
e m p t y at petrol s ta t ions? 

S P O K E S urges al l cyc l i s t s to wr i te and point 
out that cyc l i s ts must be cons ide red . Cyc l i s t s 
s h o u l d be a l lowed to use the pedest r ian a reas 
( w h i c h wi l l be ve ry w i d e ) , and a cyc le under 
p a s s shou ld be prov ided with the proposed 
pedes t r i an unde rpass under the new road. 
Ob jec t i ons must be sent to The Secretary of 
State , Scottish Development Department, 
New St . Andrews House, St . James Centre , 
to a r r i v e by Friday June 9th. W r i t e 
P / R D S / 4 / 1 / L A / 1 on the top of your let ter. 
If f ee l ing en thus ias t i c , wr i te to T h e Director 
of H i g h w a y s too, 19 Marke t S t ree t , to ask why 
b i k e s w e r e not i nc luded . 

If you send in an object ion, p lease g ive 
S P O K E S your name and address if possib le 
( R i c h a r d B r y a n t : 556-8624) . If you want to see 
the draft order in full, call at the S D D , New 
St . A n d r e w s House. 

MOUNTAINEERING 
LAWRIES CYCLES B A C K P A C K I N G 

H ILLWALKING 
115/117 St . J o h n ' s Road, TRAVELL ING 

Edinburgh 12 
334-6216 

t hen v is i t the gi-eat outdoor equ ipment 
s p e c i a l i s t s 

F u l l r a n g e of GRAHAM TISO 
R A L E I G H 

PUCH R O S E S T R E E T P R E C I N C T , 
T R U F T Y E D I N B U R G H T R U F T Y 

W E L L I N G T O N P L A C E , L E I T H 
Before and After Sales Service T H I S T L E C E N T R E , S T I R L I N G 

I f you*d l i k e to "be on the S P O K E S ma i l i n g l i s t send us 



THOUGHTS OF T H E 
HIGHWAYS D E P A R T M E N T 
A letter to S P O K E S in late 1977 from the 
Di rec tor of H i g h w a y s {f^r A. Crockett, 19 
l^arket Street) stated " P r e s s u r e of work In 
tfie formulation of major transport policy has 
precluded any action [on cycling] so far . " 

T h i s is a most ingenious a rgumen t . In tact 
if the Educa t ion Depar tment took a tip f rom 
M r Crocket t they could say " O u r ma in job 
is to cater for school pup i ls so we ' l l have to 
forget about Adu l t Educa t i on for a few y e a r s " 
and Socia l W o r k could say " M o s t of our 
c l i en ts a re pens ioners , so w e ' l l not take any 
act ion on bat tered ch i ld ren m e a n t i m e . " 

S P O K E S says: C O M E O F F IT, MR 
C R O C K E T T ! 

POTHOLES 
In our experience The Highways Department 
is very quick to patch potholes W H I C H A R E 
R E P O R T E D T O T H E M . You can also get com
pensation if your bike is damaged by a parti
cularly bad pothole. A S P O K E S member 
writes 

My advice to you to f i l l your favour i te 
pothole is to wr i te to the Director of Admini 
stration, Lothian Regional Counci l , 12 St. 
Gi les street, Ed inburgh , naming prec ise ly 
the location of your chosen pothole(s) . If your 
b ike w a s d a m a g e d , descr ibe the damage to 
it (and perhaps to you) and state your in ten
tion to send them later a receipt for any 
necessa ry repa i rs . I T IS E S S E N T I A L T O 
D E S C R I B E T H E E X A C T L O C A T I O N O F T H E 
P O T H O L E . Let f r i ends know of your s u c c e s s . 
M a k e potholes ru le no more O . K . ! A f te r an 
acc ident myse l f , 1 took act ion. T h e result w a s 
one new whee l and a prompt ly repaired hole 
cour tesy of the Lo th ian Regiona l Counc i l . 

MEADOWS A R E A S U R V E Y 
C y c l e U s e at 7 road junct ions round T h e 
M e a d o w s w a s m e a s u r e d by 20 S P O K E S 
s u p p o r t e r s f rom 7.30-10.00 a . m . on May 10 {a 
w a r m s u n n y day ) and M a y 12 (cold and du l l ) . 
A s far a s w e know this is the first major survey 
of cyc le use to be done in Edinburgh. T h i s is 
rea l l y the job of the Highways Department 
a n d in fu ture w e hope they w i l l do it. Motor
is ts don ' t have to sit at junc t ions count ing 
c a r s ! 
T h e n u m b e r of cyc le movemen ts observed w a s 
1307 on M a y 10th, and th is dropped by only 
1 5 % on the cold d a y . Some cyc les w e r e 
coun ted at 2 or more j unc t i ons , and our s ta t is t 
ical expe r t ca lcu la tes that between 766 and 
1090 d i f ferent cyc les w e r e s e e n . T h e s e a r e 
ve ry much m i n i m u m f igures s ince many 
c y c l i s t s avo id the major road junct ions by 
tak ing s ide routes a n d / o r push ing their b i kes . 
Meadows Cycle paths 
O u r resu l t s , together w i th the 5 0 0 % increase 
in acc iden ts to cyc l i s t s on roads near the 
M e a d o w s between 1974 /75 and 1976 /77 , 
show the need for M e a d o w s cyc le pa ths . 
T h e s e wouLd.al low s e v e r a l hundred bike use rs 
to avo id some of the haza rds at junct ions and 
on roads round the M e a d o w s . If proper ly 
d e s i g n e d they wou ld not s ign i f icant ly 
e n d a n g e r or inconven ience pedes t r ians . T h e y 
wou ld encourage more car users to change to 
b i k e s , so increas ing everybody ' s sa fe ty . 
More Information 
S u r v e y resul ts - B r i a n G i l m o r e 667-2786 
M e a d o w s Cyc lepa ths - Dav id Be l l os 229-9831 
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THOMAS P I P E R 
[PROP. A . G . SMITH] 

41 M O R N I N G S I D E R O A D , E D I N B U R G H . 
T E L : 031-447-1040 

Main dealer for Raleigh, Puch, 
Falcon & Dawes Cyc les 

Ful l Selection of Spares & 
Accessories in stock. 

S E R V I C E A F T E R S A L E S 

'CYCLES' 
12 Wes t Preston Street , Edinburgh 8. 
031 -667-6239 

Sales, Spares, Repairs 
W h e e l B u i l d i n g , G e a r R e p a i r i n g , C y c l e s and 
F r a m e s to your spec i f i ca t ion . 

R A L E I G H , P U C H , H O L D S W O R T H Y 

ur name, address , phone, and i f por33ible a donation 



Recycles 
3 West Crosscauseway 

open Monday 
Saturday 10 to 
[we don't shut 
lunch] for spares 
speedy repairs. 

Recycles Co-operative 

Edinburgh 
Cycle Hire 

Edinburgh Cycle Hire 
operates 7 days a week 
from 8, Alvanley Terrace, 
Whitehouse Loan [Brunts-
field Links]. 

E . C . H . has 3, 5 and 10 
speed Raleigh and Carlton 
bikes for hire and sale. 

S P O K E S N E E D S Y O U R H E L P 
In the same way that the d i f ferent parts of a 
b i cyc l e work together to take you w h e r e you 
w i l l , so S P O K E S has d i f ferent groups al l 
w o r k i n g to fu l f i l our a i m s . If you fiave time 
to fielp in existing groups or to start a new one 
please get in touch. 
C Y C L E N E T W O R K - cycle routes trom old railway 
lines, back streets, parks, etc. Ricti Bryant 556-8624 
S U R V E Y S - bike use and demand. How about your 
school or college Maths or General Studies class? 
Frank Howie 441-4902. 
B I K E E V E N T S - rall ies, experts' forum, etc. 
Pete White 228-6249. 
M E A D O W S - drawing up, and pressing for, cycle 
path proposals. David Bellos 229-9831. 
P U B L I C I T Y - stickers, posters, exhibitions. Denny 
Collie 229-9292x3827 
PLANNING PROPOSALS - Making sure bikes are 
catered for in new road, traffic, and planning 
proposals- C /O Ricfi Bryant 556-8624. 
P O L I T I C A L - Lobbying Councillors etc. Dave d u 
Feu 667-1011 X6826. 
Other Groups are needed (Phone 225-7752 and 
leave message) 
B I K E T H E F T - There are 2-or 3 thefts per day in 
the Southside atone. 
FUND RAISING - We are desperate for money, 
A R E A GROUPS - S P O K E S Groups in ottier parts 
of Lothians. 
O T H E R I D E A S - If you see a need for a new group, 
teli us even if you don't fiave time to start it 
yourself. And how about some women group 
co-ordinators? 

JOURNEY T I M E S BY B I K E 
C o m p a r e these t imes by a 32 year c igaret te 
s m o k i n g S P O K E S person to the commuter 
g r i nd by ca r . 
W a v e r l e y to M u s s e l b u r g h (8 km) 21 minu tes 
W a v e r l e y to F a i r m i l e h e a d (6 k m ) 26 minu tes 
W a v e r l e y to Marchmon t C r e s ( 2 k m ) 7 minu tes 
Co rs to rph ine to H a y m a r k e t (4 km) 10 m inu tes 

A C H A N G E OF H E A R T 
S c o t s m a n readers w i l l r e m e m b e r the M a y 5th 
le t te r f rom the C h a i r m a n of the Distr ict 
C o u n c i l P lann ing Commi t t ee wh ich ended : 
" S P O K E S c an get lost a n d t a k e its C o m m i e f r i ends 
with it. W h o w a n t s a p r o l e t a r i a n d ic ta tors l i ip any
w a y ? Not m e a n d not M a r c h m o n t . - Ralpb Brereton, 
C o n s e r v a t i v e Counc i l l o r for Marchm.ont . a n d 
p r o u d o f i t . " 

Councillor 
Brereton 

T h e r e w a s a m a s s i v e publ ic response to C l l r . 
B r e r e t o n a n d the Scotsman ( e . g . M a y 9th 
l e t t e r s ) . So m a s s i v e that C l l r . B re re ton wrote 
a g a i n to the Sco tsman s a y i n g he wou ld look 
into cyc le pa ths , a n d has now been in touch 
w i t h S P O K E S . 

FIT FOR NOTHING 
A g o v e r n m e n t m in is te r (Harry Ewing) took 
par t in a Radio For th phone- in about the F I T 
F O R L I F E c a m p a i g n . M r E w i n g put h is foot in 
it w h e n he admi t ted he d r i v e s to a park to do 
h is bit of jogg ing. A s a ca l le r s a i d , if he used 
h is fee t (wa lk ing or cyc l ing ) ins tead of d r i v ing 
round in ca r s a l l day he wou ldn ' t need to 
w a s t e h is t ime Jogging. A s the London 
E v e n i n g News put it, "On ly a motorised 
society could invent jogg ing ." 


