
continued from pi This was rccogniscd il l 
the District Council's strategy, which includes a north-
south pedestrian-cycle route between the Canal Basin 
and Canning Street, enabling many cyclists to avoid 
Lothian Road altogether!! There is also an east-west 
route from Festival Square to Morrison Street (which 
would be tree-lined down to Haymarket). This could 
link to the north Edinburgh cycle route network via 
the imminent Dairy-Roseburn connection. 

Despite these great ideals, discussions in the press 
of actual plans for the sites do not mention cycle facili
ties. Continuing pressure is needed if cychst safety and 
convenience is to be taken into account in what is 
built, rather than just a token gesture of bike parking. 

The first development, Lothian Road, centres on a 
100 million conference centre. The West Approach 
Road may be re-routed into a tunnel, emerging 
further north, and allowing a pedestrian-cycle route to 
cross above. The second site is the massive 
former'Co-op area between Morrison Street and 
Fountainbridge, which should include the Canal Basin 
end of the north-south path. However, with work to 
clear the site already complete, no definite plans to 
include cyclists have yet been seen. 

Finally, the District will soon announce its 
intentions for Morrison St. Goodsyard, currently a 
vehicle park. We confidently expect this to include a 
link from the Roseburn-Dalry path towards the City 
Centre. This will need to get cyclists both to Morrison 
St-Festival Square (as above) and towards the 
Meadows (as in the Grimshaw Report). 

Decisions being taken now will determine the future of 
ToUcross, West End and Haymarket for years to come. 
The complete redevelopment of such a massive part of the 
inner city is unique, and it is crucial that the Council's 
good intentions for cyclists become a reality. PLEASE 
CONTACT YOUR COUNCILLOR AND ASK 
HIM/HER TO TAKE THIS UP. (See page 1 for 
phone/address). 

TRAMS FOR EDINBURGH? 
In November Lothian's Public Transport Study 
reveals their preferred option - light rapid transit 
( L R T ) , better bus or rail services, a metro, or some 
combination. Whilst supporting the objectives, 
S P O K E S will look carefully at the effect on cyclists. 
We urge members to read press reports and write to 
^legional councillors. 

One problem may be use of disused railways for 
L R T . Tliis may be justified in places, but alternative 
provision for cychsts must be made at the same time, 
and this must be fully covered in all reports. In 
particular, any re-opened single-track rail service to 
Dalkeith should include a pedestrian-cycle route 
alongside, asproposed by the Region's own Planning 
Department 2 years ago. 

Carriage of bikes, prams, wheelchairs, on L R T 
must also be considered - especially on steep routes 
such as Canonmills to the Mound. This is done in sev
eral continental systems, e.g. by external racks, tram 
trailers, or articulated trams with a 'low loading' 
section. Whilst Lothian has promised to consider 
bikes in the study, Bimiinghani City has gone further 
and asked the local Passenger Transport Authority 
"to ensure that new rolling stock for local rail and 
future LRT is designed to take bicycles, prams and 
wheelchairs". {Cycling Policy for Birmingham, City 
Engineer's report, Dec. 1987). 

One hazard of on-road L R T would be having to 
cycle across tramhnes. C T C Rights Officer Mark Jar-
man has written to the Railway Inspectorate asking 
for standards to protect cyclists, since many cities are 
considering L R T . 

1991 (?): Safety and pleasure 
West Central Edinburgh as it could be! 
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OUTSIDE EDINBURGH ... George Pennel Cydes 
3 High Street, P E E B L E S EH45 8 A G . Tel: 0721 20844. 
J.Anthony Cycles 
115 South St, A R M A D A L E , W.Lothian. Tel: 
Armadale 30265. 
TriskeU Cycle Tours (Brittany) 
35 Langland Drive, S E D G E L Y D Y 3 3TH. Tel: 09073 
78255. 
We would be pleased to list other businesses 
outsid^dinbu^^ 

sScotland'ss 
MOUNTAIN BIKE CENTRE 

Concdct: 

^ 6 Hamilton Place ScocHbridge. Edinburgh EH3 5AU. Tel 031-225 3286 
wnuam%an^ 

BAINS BIKES 
Repairs & 

Spares 

13 Lochiin Place, 
ToUcross 

031-228 6333 


