Spokes Planning Group Meeting 

6th Feb. 2018

Notes 

Present: RG, PH, AM, MMcD, CP, ER, SS; We welcomed Karen Esslemont (KE) 

Apologies: DF, SM, PW

Planning

17/05894/PAN Gyle Centre Extension; exhibs 8, 9 Feb. PH

17/00168/FUL Quartermile: PH lodged objection 19/1, copied to Cllrs and LS; ER wrote P Lawrence 18/1; reply (PL) said 1-way Streets review forthcoming

17/05802/AMC res dev Candlemakers Park Gil'n; DF responded in personal capacity; basically OK

17/05883/AMC res dev Gil'n Station Rd; DF objected re lack of ped/cyc links to N of site, as required by LDP

16/05454/PPP RBS site, Dundas St; revised plans; MMcD objected 15/1; ongoing; MMcD

18/00154/PPP re-dev't Meadowbank Sports Centre (whole site) 23 Feb. PH, based on comments from Chris Byrne

18/00181/FUL re-dev't Meadowbank Sports Centre (just that) 23 Feb. PH, ditto

17/05052/PAN RHSC Sciennes re-dev't 2nd exhib'n: AM, RG 15/1; another exhib'n 7 Feb.

18/00456/PAN SE Wedge, Springfield; exhib'ns 27, 28 Feb. Site overlaps with EGBT park

proposals, see 17/05986/FUL; we need rep for Midlothian SE Wedge planning apps - PH to ask Michaela

LDP Supp. Guid. Developer Contribs to I/structure: by 23 Feb. KE

Transport

1 Picardy Place: TEC decision maintains gyratory but plans still a bit fluid; we want segregated (ie cycle/ped) toucans; tram stop side platforms not central MMcD, EJ

2 Leith St: LS supports bus/ped/cyc only for top end, 15/1; meeting with Craig McC 6Feb. (DdF, MMcD); ESJ not involved with top end; up to Paul Lawrence and Transformation Project, but have to consider effect of changes to Mound/Hanover St. RSO/TRO objection - plans now a bit better MMcD, DdF, CP

3 Leith Walk: 2-stage at McD Rd “not popular” but design not good (wait is too long); not fair to use this as excuse for no 2-stage at Haymarket. Follow up on Phase 1-4 changes and trials MMcD

3a CCWEL: Update 8 circulated; Callum Smith (director) has moved on; replaced by consultant (RG, 6 Feb.); (we are not happy); RG

4 Causey/WestXCauseway  public exhib's 20/1 and 23/1 (AM 20/12)); plans mainly OK but toucan proposals for Nicolson St (under Clerk St resurfacing) are better; AM

5 Clerk St re-surfacing (AM) 29/1; good except for one narrow cycle lane AM

6 Arterial rd footway upgrades: another enquiry re A71 from public; PH replied 11/1. Alison J MSP replied to PH re trunk roads, will raise matter at next CPG PH

7 Tram Safety Measures: Dalry Rd - 'early release' not enough; we still want Grosvenor St closed - now incl CCWEL reasons; 2-stage proposal not ideal. We need to pressure Cllrs for Grosv. St closure, against traffic-management officials. Action DdF,AM

8 WAR desire-line path - upgrade? (EH,CP). Not a 'shovel-ready' project 

9 A701 Bilston “bypass” DF wrote to Cllr Imrie, MLC 21/1; got reply; DF to write Transport Scotland re cycle provision at Straiton junc. DF, Michaela

10 WoL path re-surfacing K'knowe-Balerno: PH wrote Sustrans and CEC Nat Heritage Service (NHS); NHS promise Utiltrec trial, 25/1; PH

11 Smartcommunicate (SG spin merchants) seek our involvement re VRUs 30/1; pros and cons. Action MMcD to contact them

Consultations and Events

3 Midlothian Access Forum 17/1; DF and Michaela went, 15/12; arterial footways for shared use to be raised in Core Path Plan; Sheriffhall is TS responsibility DF, Michaela

4 SG Planning Bill Stage 1; calls for views by 2 Feb. Bike sheds in front gardens (DdF response 2 Feb.); Land Use planning (PH responded based on Andy Wightman ideas, 29/1)

5 Burnshot Bridge, A90: plans for replacement look OK

6 CPG Holyrood meeting 24/1; raise trunk rd footway cycling /maintenance; no feedback as yet; PH

7 George St and 1st New Town engagement event Jan.15,16, CAC; still discussing general priorities MMcD, RG, EJ?

9  QR6 The Grange: final design proposals consult, 22/1 (AM)

10 QR8 Balgreen Rd Xing: ditto (ER, EH 23/1)

11 1-way streets Report in “advanced preparation” (ER 1 Feb.)

12 Tram to Newhaven: meeting with Rory G 25/1 discussed likely problem sites - the crossing of Leith Walk; Constitution St alternative; Lindsay Rd lowering and link to Hawthornvale Path. Topic for Public Meeting 15 Mar. Consultation fairly soon based on original design proposals

13 City Centre Transformation Project: management group set up, includes Cllr Miller; report to TEC May/June; scope not yet determined. Need to get early input to this.

14 SG Planning Bill Conference, Stirling 26 Feb. - we're invited; no takers so far

15 Rural Econ & Connectivity (incl. Transport) - is legislation working? - 30 April; not for us

AOB 

1 MMcD: £900K on NEPN; not known for what; may be better not to ask! (MMcD thinks we should keep digging!)

2 MMcD: Rides; 1 I/structure, aimed at Cllrs (PH/ER/CP/KE/RG interested); 2 for EdFoc (MMcD and others); MMcD

3 Consultation on cycle rickshaws (“pedi-cabs”); no comment 

4 Police Scotland consultation; policing of cycle events not proposed; 20mph enforcement is surely a major issue for us? - we should link up with LS and others on this; PH offering to act

Date of Next Mtg

6 March 2018, at 116 Redhall Dr. EH14 2DT

