Spokes Planning Group

Meeting 31 Oct. 2019 

Notes

Present: AM, SS, PH, MMcD

Apologies: ER, CP, RG, Jamie Thin

Planning

PANs past

19/03870/PAN mixed use, Tower St/Bath Rd. 16 Oct. (AM) E/W route through site included. SS notes Bath Rd needs to be wide enough to accommodate the extra traffic that will be using it

19/04172/PAN res dev, Mortonhall/Frogston Rd. E. 25 Oct. No-one went; await p/a

19/04682/PAN Powderhall, exhib. 23 Oct..No-one went

19/04860/PAN Abbey Lane stdt accomm 31 Oct, 5 Dec. no interest to us

PANs to come

19/04534/PAN new access road to Airport: exhib'n dates still tbc

19/04823/PAN 'Highfield', exhib. 25 Nov.

19/04966/PAN Baltic St/Constitution St 28 Nov. (MMcD)

19/05115/PAN Quaich Project, West Princes St Gdns exhib's 9 - 16 Nov.

Other

19/04557/AMC St Margaret's House, 1Nov. ER objecting

19/04858/FUL stdt accomm Mayfield Rd; 9 Dec.

Transport

1 Roseburn - Edin Park Path: barriers/bollards being erected at tram Xings (Peter Brett); gaps meet spec but might cause problems for tandems, cargo bikes etc  AM, DF

2 TRO/19/75 Featherhall Ave.; to make temp changes permanent; contraflow for cycling; support (PH)

3 West Tollcross access blocked: ER letter to MSPs/Cllrs, 6/10; reply from DPEA 19 Oct. ER

4 Murieston Cres.: member reports dangerous blind exit, and Qing cars block cyclists; Roseburn-Canal route will eventually solve this

5 Hunter's Hall Park: road barrier modified; link to the Park about to be built PH 

6 Brunstane Burn Path: another cyclist slipped and fell on bridge, bad injuries; CEC promise action “within 2 weeks” (as of 30 Oct.); status of path - not NCN, but signed for peds and cyclists, and 'John Muir Way', and tarred, so we should expect higher standard than for rural paths  JT, PH

7 A702/A703 junction (access to Dick Vets at Bush); reply from TS says has been identified as 'hot spot', study by Amey done; moderate improvements in hand. We discussed this; seems traffic lights are the most sensible action

8 Hope Lane/Stanley St: no warning to cyclists of road Xing ; CEC propose limiting through traffic on Stanley St to produce traffic-free route to Hope Lane bridge

Consultations and Events

1 New Trams: MMcD updated us; lots of re-surfacing of associated routes done, but no progress on choice of diversionary routes or cycling facilities; MMcD meeting EK 19th Nov.

2 Picardy Pl.: seg cycle path not officially open still, but being used; frustration that developments still so far away, nothing happening; traffic and cycle routes chaotic; but jams mean traffic is slow-moving MMcD

3 Tolbooth Wynd/Q Charlotte St: again no action; maybe awaiting re-surfacing? MMcD

4 CCWEL Stage 1 DPEA Inquiry: hearings on 4,5 Nov. (RG, EJ); AQ modelling for Roseburn Terr. 24/10;  project update 26/10; hope to start work May 2020 

5 George St./MGS: design consult'n report (8/10); workshop 7 Nov (RG?); RG seeks meeting with Jamie Robertson from AT Team

6 Transport Bill: amendment to simplify traffic orders and speed up projects passed, but only facilitates this; pavement parking to be banned; amendment to ban parking in mandatory cycle lanes failed

7 Spokes Port'y deputation to TECttee on school travel/SRS was successful (11/10)

8 Cycle parking Factsheet (CEC) to be published “by Xmas”; 'Cycling in New Dev'ts' next priority; 'Contraflow cycling' has been published (31/10); and others in pipeline

9 NTS2 - DF did Spokes response by 23 Oct.; PH sent personal submission

10 Transform AGM - 10 Oct, PH, DdF went; speaker on 'car-free cities - Vienna' was excellent

11 Transform Members Mtg 7 Nov. on Continental Ped Xings

12 Cameron Toll - Bioquarter: major study and consult'n; online survey till 25 Nov.; comments from Stephan et al; RG compiles draft response. Need to say we are broadly happy with this, but some problems esp. the bit that's only 2m wide at Kingston Ave

10 Bus Lane Operating Hours: CEC propose 7/7/7; stakeholder mtg 21 Nov. AM 

Consultation now online - we should all support it

11 Powderhall Rlwy Path: Sustrans funding for feasibility study; Brendan Forrester (AT Team) leading for CEC; workshop “soon” (MMcD)

12 Edinburgh Net Zero Strategy - report to TECttee 25 Oct; disappointing “challenge” wants increase in EVs by 2000 every year; we want traffic reduction and modal shift as priority (PH wrote LMcI and AMcV)

13 Brunstane Rd: initiative by (some) residents to close the road; event 29 Oct. in Joppa (Kirsty L)

AOB 



1 Spokes public meeting 15 Nov.

2 (PH) Transform notified us of a SG consult'n on 'Role of Public Sector Bodies in Mitigation of Climate Change'. It's not 'cycling' but cycling can be an important element of the solution, and I'm worried that our decision-makers will focus just on replacing FVs with EVs and not the wider picture of need for modal shift/traffic reduction/reduce external costs of vehicle use. So I'll try doing a response when it happens; and seek your views

Date of Next Mtg

Tues. 3 Dec., 7.30pm prompt, at 3 Duncan St. EH9

