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In 1998, we produced Public Space Public Life for the City of Edinburgh.
In revisiting our work, consideration was given to Sir Terry Farrell’s Festival of Place 
Making and its findings. This document captures the main presentations given to 
stakeholders and City Council politicians. The results of the voting from the 
workshops validates our findings and recommendations.
This work was carried out on the tightest of budgets. We devoted the bulk of the 
resources to gathering the critical empirical evidence which suports our philosophy 
and indicates solutions which we hope the city will adopt.
We recognise that, like many other cities, Edinburgh has difficult decisions to make. 
We are confident that the city will make the right decisions and begin the journey of 
restoring Edinburgh to a city for the senses - a city which is truly for people.

Gehl Architects 2010

Introduction



SIR TERRY FARRELL’s
FESTIVAL OF PLACE MAKING
MAY 2009
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Question B
What is your connection to Edinburgh?

1. I work in Edinburgh

2. I live in Edinburgh

3. I work and live in Edinburgh

4. None of the above

25%

0%

75%

0%
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Question asked at the Stakeholdrs Rewiew on the 29 November 2010



Question C
Do you maintain the view that
Edinburgh is not achieving its potential ?

1. Yes

2. No

0%

100%
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Question asked at the Stakeholdrs Rewiew on the 29 November 2010



“Man is man’s greatest joy” 
(gammalt isländskt ordspråk)
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Gehl Architects aspires to create 
cities  that are lively, healthy, 
sustainable, attractive and safe - 
thereby improving people’s 
quality of life.

Our Philosophy

Gehl Architects aspires to create 

sustainable, attractive and safe - 



First edition 19719



Gehl Architects

Safe cities

Economic Cities

Healthy cities

Sustainable cities
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Our Methodology



Research, empirical study, books….

New City Spaces
Jan Gehl & Lars 
Gemzøe

New City Life 
Gehl, Gemzøe, 
Søndergaard &  
Kirknæs

Life Between Buildings
Jan Gehl

Public Spaces ‐ Public Life
Jan Gehl & Lars Gemzøe
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Mänga av rapporterna kan laddas ner som PDF‐filer på vår hemsida

www.gehlarchitects.dk

Data is the key 
to make people visible in the planning process 

Public Space - Public Life surveys 
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Cultures are different…
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Climates are different…
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But the way people inhabit and use space is universal
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The human is a 

small, slow and sensitive creature 

with a speed of 5km/h



All our senses are important



75% of all impressions are through eyesight



What do we experience at eye-level?
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We need a lot of stimuli 

1000 stimulus per hour = 
1 per every 4 seconds
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Human senses are a 
necessary planning consideration

4 sec. 4 sec. 4 sec.



Human senses are a 
necessary planning consideration

4 sec. 4 sec. 4 sec.4 sec.4 sec.



Public distance ( 3,5- 10 m) 27



Social distance ( 1,3-3,5 m)
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Social distance
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Personal distance (0,5-1,3 m)
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Intimate distance (0-0,5 m)
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The social field of vision 
Distance 100 – 0,5m



What makes us confortable

33



5 km/h environment:

Made for walking through

Bo 01 Malmö34



60km/h environment
Made for driving through
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60 km/h invading the 5km/h environment 36



9 cities that prefer 5km/h

• Barcelona
• Lyon
• Strasbourg
• Freiburg
• Copenhagen
• Portland
• Curitiba
• Cordoba
• Melbourne
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Question 1
Is this a reasonable approach?

1.  Yes 94%

2.  No 6%
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Question asked at the Stakeholdrs Rewiew on the 29 November 2010
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CRITICAL ISSUES FACING THE CITY CENTRE

The quality of the urban environment is being compromised:

•by management/stewardship and logistical traffic solutions

•Lack of adequate investment and care in terms of the public realm
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Question 2  
Have we understood the nature of the issues?

1.  Yes

2.  No

9 4 %

6 %

Question asked at the Stakeholdrs Rewiew on the 29 November 2010
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