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The city at eye level
12 quality criteria - A tool
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e Looking at Princes Street

How well is Princes Street
performing?
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Princes Street today

1 Protection against vehicular traffic and accidents - feeling safe

Challenges

» Dominated by busses

* Overcrowding at crossings

* High amount of jay walking

* A few specific accidents hot spots

» Guard rails to protect pedestrians = obstacles

...............

f PROTECTION AGAINST :
i TRAFFICAND ACCIDENTS /=, |
| — FEELING SAFE (e

Pratectlon for T

| pedestrians |
Eliminating fear of traffic |

Criteria
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Princes Street today
1 Protection against vehicular traffic and accidents - feeling safe

Jay walking
is
widespread




Princes Street today

2 Protection against crime and violence - feeling secure

Challenges

* Monofunctional

* Few night time activities - Only people at daytime

* No eyes on the street - lack of residents

» Poor lighting

f PROTECTION AGAINST

[ — FEELING SECURE

« Lively public realm
. Eyes on the street
: « Overlapping functions

| .. Good lighting

"2

day and night
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Princes Street today
2 Protection against crime and violence - feeling secure

There is only

Ls ?“E \1

10 \ \
flats on Princes = - -
Street PR aE |

No eyes on the
street!



Princes Street today

3 Protection against unpleasant sensory experiences

Challenges

* No wind shelters

* No protection from rain

* The air is polluted by traffic

* No protection against noise

Criteria

Y PROTECTION AGAINST
' LINPLEASANT SENSOR :
EXPERIENCES i

Wing

Rain/snow
Cold/heat
Fallution

Dust, nolse, dlare

B el B A B R Rl
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Princes Street today
3 Protection against unpleasant sensory experiences

Air pollution levels
in Princes Street are

above ke -3l
50ugm-3
EU limitis 40ugm-3

:l"'l-?u

ugm-3J= micru;;rammes pizi'.'-m' cubed _ |



Princes Street today

4 Opportunities to walk

Challenges

» Pavements are full of obstacles

* Guard rails - ignoring desire lines

¢ Difficult pedestrian movement patterns

e Clutter

* Poor paving quality

» Monofunctional with poor facade treatment

. OPPORTUNITIES 'Y
| TOWALK

i - Room for walking
i~ Noobstacles

[ - Good surfaces

i - Accessibility for averyone
i - Interesting fagades
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Princes Street today
4 Opportunities to walk

Almost a

530%

decline in pedestrian
traffic on
counted days

Tuesday July 1998 and 2010
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Question 3
Is there a correlation between footfall and
economic performance?

1. yes ' 8 5 %

2. No ' 3 0

3. Not sure
@

Question asked at the Stakeholdrs Rewiew on the 29 November 2010
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Princes Street today
5 Opportunities to stand and stay

Challenges Criteria

» Opportunities to linger and promenade are absent

* Too little space

* Facades with poor detailing - uninviting edges

I | =TT e
PEVEpINNCE

OPPORTUNITIES TO
STAND/STAY

- Edge effect/
attractive zones for
standing/staying

¢ Supports for standing
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Princes Street today
5 Opportunities to stand and stay

There are

no

quality places for
lingering on Princes
Street




Princes Street today
6 Opportunities to sit

Challenges Criteria

* Edinburgh has a tradition for public benches. 5| [ ] [y § | [renesr

. VT d |
. . . “‘:"T'.:_ ::;-‘-:-l-ﬂ': :_.:-;::::-::IJ:-E.II:: !r- rul |: p:': e L 300
But benches in Princes Street are facing the wrong way - | &| 00 =400 hi o N
not properly located Wmtiiimevinty | |- Slaomitie | |- st

« Spontaneous sitting is difficult [ Y[

* No use of the advantage of having a sunny edge and a
spectacular view
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OPPORTUNITIESTO SIT 4

‘ o Zoanes Tor sitting !
o Utllizing advantages

i view, sun, people

i + Good places to sit
i + Benches for resting
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Princes Street today
6 Opportunities to sit




Princes Street today
7 Opportunities to see

Challenges

* View to key spots in the city is obscured by busses

(Princes Street gardens, Castle etc)

* Poor quality of lighting

Criteria
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Princes Street today
7 Opportunities to see

Princes Street has

400

bus movements/hour
The busses are
=) blocking the view!




Princes Street today

8 Opportunities to talk and listen

Challenges
» High level of noise

* No places to talk

TALK AND LISTEN

- Low noise levels
- Street furniture that
provides “talkscapes®
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Princes Street today
8 Opportunities to talk and listen

Princes Street sound
------- : check - up to

Jet engine 100 feetaway 9 5 ' sdb

Noise mainly

_P_al_n_ful @1_: :n_u_nt_lc Trau_m_a

Rock concert

Car horn, snowblower

Ennmalg Loud

Factory, nolsy restaurant, vacuum, Scréam i,

Car, alarm clock, city traffic

 Moderate

—— - . — - e . - -

dB levels ]




Princes Street today
9 Opportunities to play and exercise

Challenges Criteria

» There are no places for play and exercise! — - o

P T gty P | marmemio dephaiesr D

Except during special events, when the street is closed. i i ' | e i N
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i PLAY AND EXERCISE K’{‘"‘;
tnvitations for -
creativity, physical
activity, exarcise and play
By day and night

+ Insummer and winter
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Princes Street today
9 Opportunities to play and exercise

Most activities
take place off Princes
Streat
except for special
events as the festival
in august where it
becomes something
special.

i3 r‘;omethmg be integrated i in the everyday use of Prmcefﬂyglt?

Oy L




Princes Street today
10 Scale

Challenges Criteria

» Long dull facades at some parts of Princes Street 7 | [ T [menevonsinr § ] -‘ﬁﬂ-’_’.m‘;';“ﬂw
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+ Buildings and
spaces designed
1o human scale

............ 74

Genl Arenesots - Lhisan Quslity Consultants



Princes Street today
10 Scale

Long and dull
frontages makes
walking along
Princes Street
less desirable

& = imy.

TR LRI




Princes Street today
11 Opportunities to enjoy the positive aspects of climate

Challenges Criteria

* Make use of existing potentials - sunny edges
- Today the buses casts shadows, pollution and noise
on the street

: OPPORTUNITIES TO ENJOY
i THE PQSITIVE ASPECTS OF

i CLIMATE |
i . Sun/shade 7
! - Heal/coolness J i

! - Breeze
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Princes Street today
11 Opportunities to enjoy the positive aspects of climate




Princes Street today
12 Positive sensory experience

Challenges Criteria

™ Blmcked views | P ————— B —— i 1 o '\.|-_':-,l|m'.ﬁlr.-\;-.\!

; it B | Semimerion W W |
* Poor paving F ‘ Weioorar. || Sadmigipny || -sSit |
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* Lack of green on street/facades 5| | W d —I i
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* Closed shops
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¢ POSITIVE SENSORY

i EXPERIENCES

Good design and
detalling
i - Good materials
- Fine views
Trees, plants, water
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Princes Street today
12 Positive sensory experience

CLOSING DOWN




12 quality criteria on other streets

Street performance - Comparison

Buchanan Street - Glasgow
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