
Spokes Action-Update  16 September 2021
spokes.org.uk    St Martins Centre, 232 Dalry Road EH11 2JG    0131.313.2114    twitter @SpokesLothian

0. Finding your councillors
Find your councillors by typing your postcode on this page.   Note that everyone has either 3 or 4 councillors, 
usually from assorted parties.

1. Spokes Public Meeting, Weds 22 Sept online … Local Bike Campaigning
There’s a flourishing of locally-based campaigns for cycling infrastructure and wider car-reduced living, supporting 
walking, wheeling, local public transport and places no longer dominated by the demands of the car.

Our meeting, at 7.30pm on Weds 22 September, hears from a range of local campaigns, together with city-wide 
groups BEST and Spokes, and is followed by our usual fulsome QA.  We’ll hear how and why groups started, the 
challenges, the successes and what comes next. We hope it will give you some ideas too!

The new campaigns have a range of local and wider motivations, but all come under a general theme of 
developing places and ways of getting around that are less car-dominated, safer, healthier, more climate-friendly. 
For example, fighting for a specific cycleroute, lobbying for a wide low-traffic neighbourhood, bike buses for safer 
school travel, or banning motor traffic from inappropriate locations such as Holyrood Park.

Some groups form initially to support a welcome traffic proposal, or oppose an unwelcome one. Some because an 
individual feel passionately that their area needs to counter the insidious growth in number, size and dominance 
of motor traffic on their local streets.  Government allows  public space to be changed in this way with zero public 
consultation, whereas measures to restrain the car do (rightly) have to be consulted on ... it feels unfair.

At the meeting, the following groups will speak for 5 mins each on how and why they started, the challenges, 
successes, what they have learned and what next...

• Sarah Gowanlock: Better Edinburgh for Sustainable 
Transport.  Whilst Spokes is very supportive of all active 
travel and public transport, our primary work is on cycling, 
whereas BEST has a wider ‘safer streets’ remit from the 
outset. We're good friends! Spokes is also Lothians-wide, 
whereas BEST is Edinburgh only.

• Sarah Gowanlock: Car-Free Holyrood Park 
• Kirsty Lewin: Spokes Portobello
• Jenni McGrouther: Sciennes Primary Bike Bus
• Iain Monk: Drem/Gullane Path Campaign
• Sasha Taylor – SW20  (S.W. Ed 20-minute neighbourhoods)
• David French: Spokes Planning Group

• Our 45-minute QA session will then be chaired by Alix Davies. 
Alix is Secretariat of Edinburgh Climate Commission and is 
experienced in organisational change

• Questions can be submitted in advance by emailing 
spokes@spokes.org.uk with subject line Spokes meeting  
question.  To submit questions during the meeting, use the 
questions box in the webinar's Control Panel. 

How to take part
• Register by clicking here ... register now, in advance, to avoid  

hassles on the night
• Full details in our website article … 

www.spokes.org.uk/2021/09/local-bike-campaigning
• Help publicise the meeting by retweeting our tweet and/or 

liking our facebook post.

https://democracy.edinburgh.gov.uk/mgMemberIndex.aspx?bcr=1
http://www.spokes.org.uk/
https://www.facebook.com/permalink.php?story_fbid=4693628040682571&id=169099526468801
https://twitter.com/SpokesLothian/status/1437516261500596237
http://www.spokes.org.uk/2021/09/local-bike-campaigning
https://attendee.gotowebinar.com/register/9071043914524425487
mailto:spokes@spokes.org.uk
https://www.edinburghclimate.org.uk/
http://www.spokes.org.uk/documents/internal-documents/spokes-planning-group/
https://twitter.com/SW20Ed
https://twitter.com/dgcorepath
http://www.spokes.org.uk/wp-content/uploads/2021/09/sciennes-primary-cycling-bus-twitter-video.jpg
https://twitter.com/SpokesPorty
https://twitter.com/carfreeholyrood
https://twitter.com/best_edinburgh
https://twitter.com/best_edinburgh
https://twitter.com/SpokesLothian


2. Spokes Spaces for People challenge
We've not had many entries for our challenge, but the ones 
we've received are lovely!  So we've decided to continue the 
challenge till the end of the year.

To inspire you, we print a few extracts from entries below (it's 
optional for your photos to include a mugshot!)

Enter the challenge to win a Spokes Buff or a Spokes map of 
your choice – or both.   You will need to visit either 3 or 4 
Spaces for People locations, each in different parts of Edinburgh 
or the Lothians, and send us a photo and a few constructive 
comments on each.

This is a challenge, not a competition, so everyone who enters 
wins, providing you follow the rules. 

The challenge helps to publicise SfP schemes and helps us get 
feedback on them, so please tell your friends, relations, 
colleagues.  We only accept one entry per household.

Full details, rules, and entry pro-forma here...  www.spokes.org.uk/2021/07/summer-sfp-challenge

Of course, even if you don't enter, you can still get Spokes Maps and a Spokes Buff from shops or direct.

3. Scotland Programme for Government
The Scottish Government has just published its Programme for Government, 
covering next year and also up to the next election.  The Programme confirms 
the huge rise in active travel cash in recent the Green/SNP agreement, and 
reaffirms the incredibly tough target to reduce car-km 20% by 2030.

Whilst Spokes greatly welcomes these commitments, we have serious concerns 
about the political will to ensure effective and timeous implementation, 
including...

• Using the new cash effectively will need urgent action to rationalise 
Traffic Regulation Order rules, tough action on roadspace re-allocation 
and upskilling of transport staff and consultancies across Scotland

• The government so far seems unwilling to adopt the kind of policies 
which will give it any hope at all of achieving the 2030 traffic reduction target.

See our full article on this, and how you can help.

http://www.spokes.org.uk/2021/09/programme-for-government-21-22-making-it-happen/
http://www.spokes.org.uk/2021/04/spokes-map-buff-is-back/
http://www.spokes.org.uk/spokes-maps/
http://www.spokes.org.uk/2021/07/summer-sfp-challenge


4. Spaces for People – medics letter
An open letter supporting the retention and further 
development of Spaces for People projects has been 
sent to all Councillors, signed by an incredible 140 
Edinburgh medical professionals, many in very senior 
posts.

The medics say the changes are potentially life-saving 
and have the twin benefits of improving public health 
and mitigating the climate emergency.

The letter says (in part) ...

“As health professionals, we have a responsibility to  
protect and promote the health of the population. We  
have a responsibility to address inequalities and to  
advocate for the needs of the most deprived and  
disadvantaged members of the population we serve.

“We are concerned about the impact of the climate  
crisis on health, globally and locally.

“We support the retention, and further development  
and integration of infrastructures designed to support  
active travel and clean air for the whole population of  
Edinburgh, to mitigate inequalities in health, local  
mobility, and air quality. We are concerned that  
suggested steps to reverse active travel measures  
introduced during the COVID-19 pandemic would be a  
retrograde and harmful step for the health of the  
population of Edinburgh.“

The letter was prepared by Dr Laura McWhirter, who 
is Consultant Neuropsychiatrist at the Royal Infirmary 
of Edinburgh and Clinical Research Fellow at the 
University of Edinburgh.   Also, we are proud to say, a 
Spokes member!

Opposite is the start of signatures – surnames A to D. 
See end of the letter for the full list.

SfP future [now called by the Council, 'Travelling Safely']
At its 19.8.21 meeting, the Council's Transport Committee decided to move to the next phase of making 
permanent virtually all the main-road cycle schemes.  Spokes had a deputation jointly with BEST.

Due to the Scottish Government's dysfunctional Traffic Order Regulations (for which the long-promised review is 
still not complete) making the schemes permanent is very tortuous – see  article here, especially appendix 3.  It 
will require for each scheme an Experimental Traffic Order (ETRO) followed by a normal TRO.  In addition to the 
public consultation already undertaken, each of these 50 or so schemes will therefore require two  further public 
consultations. We hope people will understand that the blame for this excess bureaucracy lies with the Scottish 
Government rather than the Council!  The first set of consultations is expected in October.

Apart from the Council's major excellent decision to retain nearly all the 40km of segregated lanes (and, in the 
longer term, improve them) there were several serious disappointments at the Committee, including...

• Virtually all the 'town centre' schemes will go – this is largely the footway widenings and also includes, for 
example, the much-valued uphill cycle lane on Morningside Road

• The George IV Bridge/ Forrest Road schemes goes – this is because the forthcoming legal orders for the 
permanent Meadows-George Street scheme are out shortly, and an Order for the existing scheme is 
apparently not possible at the same time – hence the existing scheme can't remain until construction 
starts.  Yet another Traffic Order problem!!

For more documents on the future of SfP schemes, and the 19.8.21 meeting, see paras 2108 here.

http://www.spokes.org.uk/2021/09/programme-for-government-21-22-making-it-happen/
http://www.spokes.org.uk/wp-content/uploads/2021/06/Spokes-BEST-Deputation-SfP-Full-Council-24-06-2021-final.pdf
http://www.spokes.org.uk/wp-content/uploads/2021/09/210819-7.1-Active-Travel-Measures-Travelling-Safely-Formerly-Spaces-for-People.pdf
http://www.spokes.org.uk/documents/members-campaigning/edinburgh/edinburgh-covid-schemes/#permanent_
https://edinburghactivetravelforhealth.wordpress.com/
https://edinburghactivetravelforhealth.wordpress.com/


5. Spylaw Park cargo-bike event
If you're interested in cargo bikes – whether for child 
transport or any other purpose, this should be a great 
event.    Come along and see (and try) a variety of 
different models.   Sunday 26 September, 10am-3pm.

We understand that the event will include entertainment 
for children. Also, Scotland's Active Travel Commissioner 
Lee Craigie intends to come along at some point, and the 
event may well grow further.

We are planning a Spokes stall (hopefully with 
cargobike) at the event.  If you can help at the stall for 
some of the time (or even all) please get in touch ASAP 
(email   mknottenbelt1  AT gmail.com)

Remember too that Spokes offers grants to community  
organisations towards the cost of a cargo bike.   Details at 
www.spokes.org.uk/documents/advice/cargo-bikes.

We are occasionally also able to offer grants to 
households, but this depends on our finding a trust or 
philanthropist willing to support these grants – we don't 
have any such funds for household grants at present.

6.  COP26 International Climate Conference, Glasgow November 2021

 Official website  ukcop26.org

 Climate Fringe   Environmental and social justice organisations across 
Scotland are preparing, including through events, lobbying, documents, 
workshops and more.    See  climatefringe.org

 Volunteering at COP26  climatefringe.org/cop26-volunteering   There 
are big volunteering opportunities for people who can be in Glasgow during all or part of the Conference

 COP26 accommodation needed   Can you offer accommodation to a climate campaigner who comes to 
Scotland for COP26?  Spaces throughout the central belt, including Edinburgh, are needed.  Even a floor or 
sofa may help, if spaces become very tight. A modest charge to cover costs is acceptable.   Details here... 
www.jubileescotland.org.uk/become-a-host-for-the-cop26-
homestay-network

 Edinburgh Climate Commission  This is a powerful 
independent group, including the Council, universities and 
businesses, working “to accelerate climate action and  
impact in Edinburgh.” edinburghclimate.org.uk

 Pedal on Parliament is organising a Pedal on COP on Nov 6, 
including a mass feeder ride from Edinburgh

"We couldn’t pedal on Parliament this year — but we can  
take our cycles and climate message to the assembled world  
leaders in Glasgow. The UN Climate Conference is the  
world’s last best chance to avert a climate catastrophe and  
we’re joining with other groups for the Global Day of  
Action for Climate Justice on November 6th." 

See also this superb PoP/COP video...
https://youtu.be/gnXOs0AGu6E
 

https://youtu.be/gnXOs0AGu6E
https://cop26coalition.org/gda/
https://cop26coalition.org/gda/
https://cop26coalition.org/gda/
https://edinburghcriticalmass.wordpress.com/pedal-on-cop26/
http://www.edinburghclimate.org.uk/
http://www.jubileescotland.org.uk/become-a-host-for-the-cop26-homestay-network
http://www.jubileescotland.org.uk/become-a-host-for-the-cop26-homestay-network
http://www.jubileescotland.org.uk/become-a-host-for-the-cop26-homestay-network
http://www.jubileescotland.org.uk/become-a-host-for-the-cop26-homestay-network
https://climatefringe.org/cop26-volunteering/
https://climatefringe.org/
https://ukcop26.org/
http://www.spokes.org.uk/documents/advice/cargo-bikes/


7. Edinburgh/Lothians area consultations
Please respond to any of the consultations below which cover areas where you live, work or visit.  If you 
respond by email, please send us a copy; otherwise please let us know of any main concerns or thoughts which 
you'd like considered for possible inclusion in official Spokes responses.  You could also send your points to your 
local councillors (section 0 above) and ask them to support you in their own comments.

7.1 SEStran Strategic Cycle Network, Livingston-Addiewell section – closing date soon?

SEStran, the South East Scotland Transport Partnership (not to be confused with Sustrans) has drawn up plans for 
a 'strategic, cross-boundary' cycle network linking the Councils in the area, and building on existing routes and 
proposals.   There is currently a consultation on plans for the Livingston-Addiewell section; we do not know the 
closing date, but it may be soon.

There is a fancy online 'virtual engagement room' at which you can see the whole SEStran strategic map and 
comment on the proposals for Livingston-Addiewell.    sestran-west-lothian.virtual-engage.com
To see the various 'info boards' in the exhibition, click the right or left arrows at the bottom of the page.   To read 
any board, hover over the logo at the top of the board, then click on the drop-down window that appears.  When 
you click on one of the boards (called Next Steps) you will get a short QA about Livingston-Addiewell, assuming 
the consultation has not yet closed.

For more info, or to comment by email   contact  Jamie.Smith@arup.com 

7.2 Holyrood Park Road Network – ends 30 September    Consultation website

NB – although within Edinburgh, this is a Historic Environment Scotland consultation, as they operate the park.

The consultation seeks your views on road closures in the Park.   Before responding, we recommend reading the 
following...

 These Car Free Holyrood blog articles
◦ Road casualities in Holyrood Park  Note that in the last 5 years, 15 of the 30 reported casualties on 

Park roads have been cyclists – i.e. 50%, compared to the national average of 7.5%
◦ Inclusive and Equitable Access in Holyrood Park – Parts 1 & 2

 Tweet thread about the consultation by Andrew White

7.3 Edinburgh Council Low Emission Zone  – ends 20 September    Consultation website

“The City of Edinburgh Council aims to reduce air pollution, since it presents a significant threat to public health. It 
is especially harmful to young children, the elderly and those suffering from pre-existing conditions, including 
heart and lung diseases.

Low Emission Zones (LEZs) are being introduced across Scotland’s four largest cities: Edinburgh, Glasgow, 
Aberdeen and Dundee in response to dangerous levels of air pollution, primarily nitrogen dioxide (NO2), generated  
by road traffic.  LEZs aspire to improve public health by discouraging the most polluting vehicles from entering an 
area.  If a vehicle entering a LEZ does not meet the minimum exhaust emission standard, then a penalty fine is 
issued. The Zone is intended to only target the most polluting vehicles.”

As with 4.4, Spokes has not yet started on a response – we welcome comments – or volunteers to do a first draft!

One big concern is that the proposed LEZ boundary is only around a small very central area.   This may result in 
additional traffic, particularly polluting vehicles, taking roads round the edges of the zone – e.g. Holyrood Park. 

Friends of the Earth Scotland is campaigning for tougher LEZs in the four cities above. 

https://foe.scot/campaign/air-pollution/what-is-a-lez/
https://carfreeholyrood.wordpress.com/2021/06/30/lezconsultation2021/
https://www.lowemissionzones.scot/
https://consultationhub.edinburgh.gov.uk/sfc/low-emission-zone/
https://twitter.com/ABeardWalks/status/1409974481943253003
https://carfreeholyrood.wordpress.com/2021/04/18/access-part-1/
https://carfreeholyrood.wordpress.com/2021/02/26/road-casualties-in-holyrood-park/
https://consultations.historicenvironment.scot/commercial-tourism/holyrood-park/
https://sestran-west-lothian.virtual-engage.com/
https://sestran.gov.uk/


8. ScotRail timetable consultation – closes 1 October
ScotRail is consulting on a proposed timetable from May 2022.  Covid has meant a massive financial crisis, with 
passenger numbers plummeting for many months, and still way below the old normal.  Moreover there are signs 
that future travel patterns may change, with reduced peak traffic but more passengers for leisure and off-peak.

The new timetable tries to adapt to such factors.  It includes a number of changes in routes as well as timings and 
numbers of services - obviously to reduce costs, but also to fit better to the changing passenger patterns.

The consultation page and link to the survey is here...  www.scotrail.co.uk/about-scotrail/fit-future 

The consultation does not mention bike/rail, but you may wish to raise this – for example, whether the Oban Line 
will continue to have the new bike carriages, and if these will be added to the other West Highland lines and the 
Far North line as originally intended.  If bike provision on certain lines will make you more likely to use them, it's 
worth saying, as if more (or fewer) people use the line this could affect the number of services in the timetable.

Note that there is only one open-ended question.  This question appears after you have completed the tick-box 
question about choosing positive/negative/both.  If you wish to raise bike/rail issues, use that space!! 

9. Scottish Government consultations

Please do respond to all that concern you.  Also, as mentioned in the 'volunteer' section (4) above, we'd greatly 
appreciate a volunteer with the time/knowledge to join Spokes Planning Group with a view to preparing draft 
Spokes responses to 'policy' consultations such as one or more of these.

9.1 Penalty Charges for Parking Enforcement – ends 4 October   Consultation page

This consultation is about toughening the rules and fee levels for some existing parking illegalities, and also setting 
penalty rates for the new parking offences defined in the 2019 Transport Act, and which are expected to come 
into effect next year – namely, pavement parking, double parking and drop-kerb parking.

Incidentally, if your editor understands it correctly, these penalties will only apply in Councils which have 
decriminalised parking enforcement – this includes Edinburgh, Midlothian and East Lothian, but not West Lothian, 
where the police have to enforce parking rules rather than the council doing so.

10. More & future consultations – Check council, government, other consultations

 Edinburgh consultationhub.edinburgh.gov.uk
 Edinburgh Edinburgh traffic orders
 East Lothian  www.eastlothianconsultations.co.uk
 Midlothian https://www.midlothian.gov.uk/directory/33/consultations 
 West Lothian www.westlothian.gov.uk/consultations
 Scottish Government consult.gov.scot
 Transport Scotland www.transport.gov.scot/consultations
 Scottish Parliament yourviews.parliament.scot/consultation_finder
 Just in case...  Transform Scotland keeps an updated page of current transport-related consultations... 

transformscotland.org.uk/whats-new/action-alerts  Check it out in case there's anything important that 
doesn't appear in the website addresses above (there often is!)

11. Keeping in touch

Remember to check out our website every so often www.spokes.org.uk 
We are  active  on  Twitter @SpokesLothian.  Follow us  and  ReTweet  tweets  that  you  support.  Recent 
tweets also appear on our website in the right-hand column.
If you use Facebook, please like, share, etc the Spokes Facebook page.
To campaign effectively Spokes needs as many supporters as possible. If you are not already a member  
and you like what we do, go to  www.spokes.org.uk/membership.

http://www.spokes.org.uk/membership
https://www.facebook.com/pages/Spokes-the-Lothian-Cycle-Campaign/169099526468801
https://twitter.com/SpokesLothian
http://www.spokes.org.uk/
http://transformscotland.org.uk/whats-new/action-alerts/
https://yourviews.parliament.scot/consultation_finder/
http://www.transport.gov.scot/consultations
http://consult.gov.scot/
http://www.westlothian.gov.uk/consultations
https://www.midlothian.gov.uk/directory/33/consultations
http://www.eastlothianconsultations.co.uk/
https://www.edinburgh.gov.uk/roads-pavements/view-comment-traffic-orders-new/1
http://consultationhub.edinburgh.gov.uk/
https://consult.gov.scot/road-policy/penalty-charge-notice-levels/consultation/subpage.2021-07-27.0069595322/
http://www.scotrail.co.uk/about-scotrail/fit-future

