
Zhi Min Soh memorial event, 31.5.22 - Hayley notes

You’ve all just been listening to Coldplay’s ‘Paradise’, which was one of Zhi Min Soh’s favourite 
songs.

Today, we are marking the fifth anniversary of Zhi Min Soh’s death after she was fatally injured on 
the tramlines at this junction. The InfraSisters feel deeply saddened by what happened and we want 
to play our part in ensuring this doesn’t happen to anybody else.

I think your presence here today is really important, so thank you all for coming. We cannot take 
away the pain and loss that Zhi Min Soh’s friends and family must feel but I hope it will give them 
some comfort to see that the people of Edinburgh care.

And you should know that Zhi Min’s parents specifically wanted to thank everyone who is 
attending today. 

Dave du Feu from Spokes is going to give some background on this junction, and then I will say a 
few words before we all hold one minute’s silence for Zhi Min. 

Mike will then play the pipes and give you the opportunity to lay flowers if you would like to. We 
have some prepared which you can attach along the railings.

…………………………………………………….
(Dave’s speech)
……………………………………………………

Thank you, Dave. 

I didn’t know Zhi Min myself, but she’s the reason I joined The InfraSisters, who campaign for safe 
cycling infrastructure. 

On Wednesday 31st May 2017 I was also cycling through town, at the same time as Zhi Min. My 
husband had told me about the dangers of the badly designed tramlines, and he had seen many 
people fall off their bikes, so my route avoided this junction. 

Not everyone knew about these details though and I am so sad about the unfairness of what 
happened to Zhi Min – what a waste of a wonderful young life – all because the dangers for cyclists 
were not taken seriously enough.  

I am angry in my naivety in assuming that dangerous road designs will get fixed.

I am angry that travel design specialists were not listened to. 

I am angry that this junction is still lethal now. A bit of red paint and a sign many drivers will miss 
isn’t good enough. Cyclists going straight ahead or turning right are forced between the tracks.

And finally, I am so angry that hundreds of people have died on British roads since Zhi Min. Our 
road designs CAN be changed and the onus is on all of us to ensure that happens.

I think Zhi Min touched many people’s lives before and after her death. 



I tried to look for a memorial fund in Zhi Min’s memory. Instead, I found things on the internet that 
turned Zhi Min into a real person for me, a person I was so sad wasn’t here any more. I found out 
how she was sponsoring a child in India, she had been a volunteer tutor for Burmese refugee 
children, she had worked hard to get top grades in school and to obtain a scholarship to study here. 
This should have been a chance of a lifetime, not the end of one. 

Our artist in our InfraSisters group read a little about Zhi Min as well in order to design the posters. 
She came across Zhi Min’s social media accounts and was deeply touched by the kind, thoughtful, 
caring person she discovered. Our artist described her as “a clever, witty go-getter who had a lot of 
dreams.” 

Please join us now to hold one minute’s silence for Zhi Min and those lost dreams.


