Transforming Linlithgow High Street, West Port to Low
Port

Spokes, the Lothian cycle campaign
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Introduction

Linlithgow High Street is traffic dominated, making it difficult to cross the road and to cycle, and
reducing its attractiveness for locals and for visitors. Crossing difficulties are likely to reduce
shopping opportunities, and the cycling conditions are likely to deter many categories of existing
and potential cyclists, particularly families and the less confident.

Proposals

The following suggestions, in combination, could transform the High Street, eliminate the above
problems, and encourage more shopping, visitors, and access by foot and bike.

1. Very frequent crossing points, as in many French towns, without Belisha beacons or

light-control. The Council would need to approach Transport Scotland for permission,

possibly as an experimental scheme which could be replicated in other towns if successful

Speed limit reduced to 15mph

Parking removed on one side of the road (possibly the north side)

Bidirectional cycleroute installed on one side (possibly the north side)

Continuous footways at all side-road junctions with the High Street

Investigate whether any side road entrances could be closed, to reduce pedestrian conflict

points (e.g. one arm of St John’s Avenue)

7. [possibly as a separate project] Redesign West Port area, to improve pedestrian crossing
points of Preston Road, Mains Road, etc, improve cycling safety, and reduce car speeds.
Please see our accompanying document, “2025 Linlithgow area proposals”, for details.
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The Motorway junction

We are often told that little can be done in the High Street until there is a 2-way junction at
Burghmuir. We disagree — the proposals above would transform the High Street, whilst maintaining
through traffic, and the costs should not be prohibitive — certainly much less than a motorway
junction.

The junction has been on the agenda for many years, if not decades, and no cash has been
forthcoming. Nor is funding likely in the foreseeable future, so it should not be advanced as a
reason for delay.
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