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This response considers the proposals for active travel improvements. We wish to comment
on the designs put forward by Midlothian Council from the perspective of cyclists who will use
the cycling routes to / from / through the area that are already present, and from the
perspective of Council & Scottish Government transport and cycling policies. In addition to
existing cyclists, we expect the scheme will encourage many more people to use bikes along
this corridor, especially if our suggestions below are also adopted as appropriate.

We are very pleased to see this key route being developed to provide a direct link from
Newtongrange to Edinburgh via the A7. This will connect with the existing and proposed active
travel routes nearby and mean 24/7 365 day cycling by all abilities of cyclists is possible.
However the scheme does lack clear legibility as a continuous route, with no seamless link at
various junctions and roundabouts with discontinuous types of segregation along its length.

Given the lack of any on road protected cycle provision in Midlothian, the active travel routes
are primarily for leisure and made by using limited NCN 1 & 196 routes. Therefore the
proposals for a direct protected road route on the A7 corridor will benefit commuters and utility
cycle users as they can avoid the indirect route via NCN if they wish to. It also will overcome
the valley of the North Esk by utilising the existing road bridge.

We note that the Sheriffhall Roundabout is not included in this consultation, as it is part of the
separately funded Transport Scotland Project.

Sheriffhall remains a major and daunting obstacle between Midlothian and Edinburgh by bike
or on foot. Spokes continues to support the reassigning of some of the huge funding associated
with the junction in the City Dealto projects which support Council and Government traffic
reduction targets. Rather than doing the opposite which the current plans do. A small element
of this redirected funding would be enough to provide safe active travel provision through the
junction.

If the crossing at Sheriffhall could be provided prior to the larger scheme this would achieve the
active travel aims sooner and indicate to motor vehicle users alternatives are available and
encourage modal shift also encouraging local support to the A7 proposals.

As you will be aware, Edinburgh and the Bioquareter have recently consulted on the route
between the Bioquarter and Sheriffhall. Our comments on that are here. Clearly, with quality
cycleroutes in prospect on both sides of Sheriffhall the case for a high quality safe cycle (and
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pedestrian) crossing at the junction itself is overwhelming

Spokes PG supports the concept of the plans but has the following detailed comments /
concerns. If you wish to discuss any of these comments / concerns please do not hesitate to

get in touch.
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Detailed comments:

Spokes have the following detailed comments on the proposals based on the sections provided by
the consultation.
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Section 1: Dalhousie Road / Newtongrange
Opt A.3 and sub option 2 preferred by Spokes

Spokes is disappointed that signalised crossings have been discounted at the Newtongrange double
roundabouts due to traffic volume. Given the national commitment to reducing car journeys, this isn't
a good enough reason to not provide these.

These roundabouts were on Sustrans Scotland's list of the 20 most dangerous junctions for cyclists
so we are very concerned they will remain.

Loss of on road car parking is positive if it enables safe cycle provision, however careful monitoring
and enforcement will be needed. The council should also take the necessary steps to enable it to
enforce the existing pavement parking ban legislation.

The shared use pavement provision (whilst not ideal) is a positive, especially on uphill side of road,
which will enable many users who would not cycle on road to use the route.

Section 2: Sun Inn
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Opt B.2 and sub option 1* preferred by Spokes.

Option B.2 will slow motor traffic and create placemaking for looking at the viaduct.
Unclear on speed limit reductions being proposed and if the buffer provided is adequate. Please
clarify.

Sub option 1* is less of a detour and more direct parallel to the A7.

*We would support that along with Option 1 a link be provided to the housing at Newbattle, to the
east of the Kings Gate. This link would be preferable given the narrow roadway.

The upgrading of the existing footpath to the east of the Sun Inn into the Newbattle Abbey estate
would be supported in the long term to provide a link to NCN1 through to Dalkeith.

Section 3: Hardengreen Roundabout

At Hardengreen roundabout, the preference is for single-stage signalised crossings. Path turning
radii should be considered, so that non-standard cycles can easily navigate the junction. If road
lanes need to be removed to achieve this then they should be.

It would be preferable if the crossing were closer to the desire line closer to* junction arms (less of a
detour for cycles and walkers).

Spokes would request auto-detection technology for cycles be used to ensure these don't delay
walkers and wheelers.

The roundabout arms should all have the same crossing types rather than a mix of zebra and
signalised.

Spokes supports the reallocation of a general traffic lane to become an active travel lane as shown
in the visualisation. Can we confirm that on road cycle users will be allowed to use the bus lane also
shown?

At the point shown a toucan crossing that allows cycles to cross should be provided. It would also
be better if timings are short (on demand) or auto detect users as otherwise pedestrians will just
cross at risk between motor vehicles.

Spokes supports the inclusion of NCN 196 link ramps at gradients as per Cycling by Design 2021
guidance. These should be able to be used by non-standard cycles too.

Links at A7 level from the bus stops to shopping destinations on the east and medical facilities to
the west should be possible rather than having to negotiate ramps.

Secure cycle parking lockers (and future provision for cycle dock stations) should be provided at

new bus stops for express bus to Edinburgh. Bike+Bus commuters could then use NCN196 to
extend journey options.

Section 4: Eskbank Roundabout to Melville Dykes Roundabout

At the Eskbank roundabout, the preference is for single-stage signalised crossings. Path turning radii
should be considered, so that non-standard cycles can easily navigate the junction. If road lanes
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need to be removed to achieve this then they should be.

It would be preferable if the crossing were closer to the desire line closer to junction arms (less of a
detour for cycles and walkers).

Spokes would request auto-detection technology for cycles be used to ensure these don't delay
walkers and wheelers.

Section 5: Melville Dykes Roundabout to Gilmerton Road - Option E.3

Spokes support the use of the existing bridge to provide an easy gradient crossing of the N Esk
valley.

However the speed limit reduction to 40mph is essential if this proposal has any chance of working
given the proposed buffer space required at pinch point on bridge over the North Esk.

Spokes note this is a similar situation to the example of A90 to S Queensferry on NCN1 where
deflectors are provided near the Dalmeny Estate due to vehicle headlights and buffering risk.

Please consider this in the developed proposals.

At Gilmerton Road and Melville Dykes Road roundabouts, the signalised junctions should be
preferred as these are most likely to lead to increased active travel modal share. The reduction in
road capacity should also help with the 20% reduction in car-km.

Section 6: Gilmerton Road to Sheriffhall Park & Ride - Option F.2 or F.2b

Sheriffhall junction is a missing segment so seems odd to drop a segregated cycleway here at the
current time without any safe crossing provision.
Sub option F.2b would be the Spokes preference of those provided.

We would like to query whether the option with parallel zebras on all arms isn’t just a Dutch style
roundabout in all but name.

As noted in the summarySheriffhall Roundabout is a dangerous junction for cyclists and acts as a
significant barrier to those in Midlothian who wish to cycle into Edinburgh. The success of the
plans along the A7 will rely on;

a) fully segregated policy appropriate cycling infrastructure at Sheriffhall; and

b) the successful integration of that infrastructure with the cycle path along the A7

We would encourage Midlothian Council to engage with Transport Scotland & City of Edinburgh
Council to determine what will be required now and how it will be funded.

Cycle Parking Provision at Bus Stops:

Spokes encourages installation of secure type cycle lockers or cycle hire docking
stations at the bus stops proposed along the route. This would enable

In conclusion, Spokes PG would like to reiterate support for the principle of the A7 proposals
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being proposed. This is a step change in ambition from Midlothian Council compared to past
active travel proposals in the area. However this is caveated by concerns about the detailed
design at and around key points especially Sheriffhall and other motor vehicle dominant junction
designs, and we trust these will be given full consideration prior to finalising the proposal.
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