
Spokes Action Update 18.07.14

--------------------------------------------------------------------
... This is a circular to emailable Spokes members. If you recently sent us a change of email address it may 
not yet be in our database, so this message may go to your old address or possibly to both.
... When using email addresses below, replace AT by @.
------------------------------------------------------------------

1. FORTRESS WAVERLEY – email your MSPs

Several MSPs are taking up our concerns over Network Rail's recent Waverley Station cycling ban on the 
entry ramps - forcing bikes, pushchairs, luggage and large numbers of commuters and tourists onto the 
narrow footways whilst the wide adjacent roadway is vacant.   The story  has now also reached The 
Guardian..

If you are affected, please do contact your MSPs – the more emails the better!

See our 4 July news item at spokes.org.uk or go direct to
http://www.spokes.org.uk/wordpress/2014/07/fortress-waverley/

Our news item now includes a link to the Guardian story.  

2. THIS SATURDAY 19 JULY - Spokes Stall + Goody Bags

Spokes stall at Edinburgh, Castle Terrace, Farmers' Market, 10-12am (may go on a bit longer).  There will be 
free goody-bags for people arriving by bike until we run out.

https://twitter.com/SpokesLothian/status/490083934966153216

3. SPOKES SUMMER COMPETITION –  Enter now!

Everyone who cycles has many memorable moments – delightful, scary, exciting, or whatever.   Your first 
ever ride; a pothole experience; cycling along Princes Street during the year that it was traffic-free; that time 
you tried cycling with your hands on the opposite handlebars;  trying out a wonderful new cycleroute; and 
many more...

Please tell us one (or two) of your most memorable!  We're hoping for a big range of entries which we can 
list to show the multifarious pleasures and pitfalls of getting about by bike.  Plus, you can win some fantastic 
prizes, including first-class rail tickets, exciting food vouchers, film tickets, even a hair-do (ideal if you wear 
a helmet!)

Enter now!! - quick and simple entries of 2 or 3 sentences are welcome, or you can go into more detail 
and/or include a picture or drawing.

Full details in the June 28 news item at spokes.org.uk – or go direct to...
www.spokes.org.uk/wordpress/2014/06/competition-my-memorable-moment/

http://www.spokes.org.uk/wordpress/2014/07/fortress-waverley/


4. PLANNING APPLICATIONS to comment!   & PAN EXHIBITIONS to attend!

Check out our page of cycling-relevant planning proposals, to see if any affect areas where you live, work or 
otherwise cycle, and for information on how to look them up on the council website …
Find the page at  spokes.org.uk : documents : local : current-pas-and-pans
or click this link to go straight there...
www.spokes.org.uk/wordpress/documents/members-campaigning/current-pas-and-pans/

Some of the more important proposals are listed below with dates of exhibitions [PANs] and/or closing 
dates for comments/objections [planning applications].

See our above web page for more info on how to comment and for other planning proposals.   For more 
info from Spokes, email peterhawkATphonecoop.coop 

FORT KINNAIRD  14/02570/AMC
[Comment by 23.7.14]
Changes to access roads, car parking, public open space etc.  Important for cycle access, through routes, 
signing, bike parking and general priority for active travel.
Peter  says,  "This is a major re-design of the spine road and public realm. Cycling has been taken into  
account (for first time) though not entirely what we'd like. There's a lot of info on proposed signage, which is  
unusual. This could be because of our objection to an earlier p/a.  When you look at the info on the council  
website, see especially part 1 of the Design & Access statement."   

MARIONVILLE ROAD/ DALGETY ROAD SITE 14/02545/PAN
[Exhibition 4 August, 10-8, St Ninians Church Hall, Marionville Drive]
Residential development on old works, bounded by Powerderhall railway line.  Important for bike access,  
storage and parking, and active travel priority in the development.  The rail line could eventually become a 
cycle route, so it is important to argue for a link to this, or for the layout to allow for this.

S. QUEENSFERRY, FERRYMUIR SITE  14/02623/PAN 
[Exhibition 13 August, 4-8, S QF High School]
Residential development & community facility, site bounded by A90 and B800.  Important for bike access,  
storage & parking, and active travel priority in the development. 

BALERNO, NORTH OF HARLOW GAIT  14/02373/PAN  
[Exhibition 23 August, 12-7, Balerno Community Centre]
Residential development on very big site [5ha] E of Bavelaw Rd, S of Malleny House. Important for 
land use questions and, if it does go ahead, for bike access, storage & parking, and active travel priority in 
the development. 

5. VOLUNTEERS – you?

We still need a few 'regular' volunteers.  This is really important to enable Spokes to function effectively.   
Lots of people are happy to volunteer for one-off jobs such as helping at a stall or a mailout, but we need a 
small number of people for more regular help.  Can you help?  Here are the details [reprinted from last 
Spokesworker]...

• Resources Group ongoing volunteers
We need one or two new regular members.  We run a lot of  'behind the scenes' activity without which Spokes  
couldn't function as well as it does – organising stalls, our annual competition, public meetings, preparing for 
mailouts - and one-off projects if someone in the group has a relevant special interest [e.g. our 2012 tenement  
project].  The commitment is to attend an evening meeting every 3-4 weeks, as regularly as possible, and 
sometimes do one or two tasks between meetings (usually in conjunction with others); e.g. help prepare a stall, 
get competition prizes, etc, etc.



• Spokes in-email
The person who handles email to the spokes address is wanting a change, so we need someone to take over 
this important and responsible task.  Obviously a handover and advice can be provided.   If possible we need  
somebody who has been a member for a while and who expects to be able to do the job for some time.  Ideally 
(but not essential) also willing to attend either Planning or Resources group (every 3/4/5 weeks), to be in good 
touch with spokes activities.   The task involves passing on emails to the relevant person/group as appropriate,  
and also responding directly to some enquiries, ensuring that people contacting us are not left without a reply 
for longer than necessary – we may be able to prepare some model answers for common queries.

6. UPPER TWEED PATHS VOLUNTEER WORKCAMP - starts 8 September

If you fancy helping build a cycleroute, led by Sustrans founder John Grimshaw, there is a workcamp to help 
convert an initial 4km section of the Peebles-Lyme disused railway.   This will be a useful alternative to the 
main road, and another improvement to the Solway-Forth C2C route  [for which a map was sent to all 
members in the summer mailing].

For more on the Upper Tweed Paths Project see  http://uppertweedrailwaypaths.org.uk/
For more on the workcamp, click here...
http://us2.campaign-archive2.com/?u=7d93db0a3b5c57968a0ab93a5&id=66a1669d31&e=375539ae3c
and email    info@uppertweedrailwaypaths.org.uk

7. GEORGE STREET CYCLEROUTE - latest

The George St segregated cycleroute now under construction is receiving a lot of attention.  Latest news on 
timings of opening, and what happens during the festival, is in this council blog...
www.edinburgh.gov.uk/blog/newsblog/post/566/george-street-update-cyle-path-on-its-way

Whilst Spokes welcomes the project, it was not our first choice for an east-west city centre route.  You can 
see our submission and related documents at spokes.org.uk : documents : submissions : local : City centre
or click directly at..
www.spokes.org.uk/wordpress/documents/members-campaigning/edinburgh/princes-st-city-centre/

Since implementation of the route began it has become clear that the crossing arrangements at all the main 
north-south junctions are somewhat problematic, not just at the Frederick Street one.  This had not been clear 
during the consultation, since the junction details were not known at that stage .

However, the council has consistently emphasised that this is an experiment, which can even be changed 
during the course of the experiment to try alternatives that might be better, so once the route is open you 
could email councillors with any ideas.

8. FINALLY ... 

• Remember to check out our website every so often  www.spokes.org.uk. 
• We have an active twitter presence https://twitter.com/SpokesLothian.   Please look every so often, 

and RT any tweets you support.  The latest Spokes tweets now also appear on our website in the 
right-hand column.

Dave du Feu,  Spokes  18 July 2014
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