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Spokes is supportive of the Council’s initiatives to support walking and cycling. We agree that it's vital to
provide quality space for walking and cycling so that people can feel confident in choosing sustainable
modes of travel even though the wider lockdown measures these were implemented under are no longer in
place.

In doing so, this help achieve the cities goal of a 30% reduction in car km’s driven and make connections from
bike to public transport interchange at Waverley Station or the Bus Station easier. Thus avoiding people turning
to cars and making roads less safe across the city as they do so. It also makes the cities air cleaner and make it
a more desirable place to visit as a local or a tourist alike.

We welcome the reduction in general traffic provided by the modal filters & bus gates across these proposals.
However we’re very disappointed that there are no specific measures to support cyclists. Indeed, the proposals
create no dedicated space for cycling whatsoever.

While the reduction in general traffic will provide some improvement for cyclists, ultimately they're still left to
share space with large buses (not all are Lothian Buses with advanced cycle awareness training) and weave
around them when queued on approach to junctions. We do not believe this will encourage new cyclists, and nor
do we believe that this promotes social distancing between cyclists. As such, we’re left unconvinced that these
proposals deliver on the Council’'s own objectives.

We recognise that these measures have been in place around 4 years now and as such the city centre hasn’t
been gridlocked. Therefore the retained closure of these roads to through private motor vehicle traffic we support.

However, we believe that there are straight forward improvements that would deliver a much better outcome for
cyclists while still retaining widened footways and other pedestrian improvements.

In summary:

1.Provide ASL lead-ins at all junctions and review ASL lengths

2. Provide an alternative cycle route, to South St David Street given South St Andrew St is technically tram only.
3. Ensure that all road closures are non-standard cycle permeable at all times

4. Ensure that parking across modal filters is not possible & adequately enforced.

5.Ensure planters / blocks plans are provided and the materials are of better quality and maintenance is
appropriately resourced for the length of the ETRO.
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COCKBURN STREET - PROPOSED MEASURES
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& R F N E 6 WQJ HWeWupport the proposals to close these roads to general traffic (with the time limited
exemptions for loading and access to blue badge holders) with the primary purpose of improving conditions for
pedestrians.

However, yet again there is no mention of the position of cyclists and we think it is essential that two-way access
for cyclists should be allowed for in the scheme. In addition, any return of outdoor cafes (as were implemented on
Cockburn St) should be designed to provide space for cyclists to cycle along the street without impediment.

At the foot (north end) of Cockburn St we are aware of illegal access by many vehicles over the past years, with
some even reversing uphill in what can be a busy are. In order to discourage / minimise this driver behaviour we
think a narrowing of the exit onto the mini-roundabout could be formed using a contraflow island or similar. This
allowing the contraflow of cycles up hill.

The planters at the junction of South Bridge and the High Street are a mess and space needs to be maintained
for all cycle types including non-standard cargo bikes or recumbent cycles as per Cycling by Design guidance.
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Access for cycles is often blocked by motor vehicles at the North / South Bridge junction. A means of preventing
parking at this point needs to be implemented.

This signalised junction also needs to have more thought into how cycles can see the signal to proceed safely at
what is a busy junction. Either by repeaters at low level or adjustment of the waiting line.

The Hostile Vehicle Barriers to the west also cause obstruction and doubling the set of barriers needing to be
negotiated. Please reconsider their position in light of the ETRO.

Also on page 13 of the ETRO Order - Schedule 4 - One Way Street - High Street - we request a cycle exemption
as currently only fire/police etc. are listed as exempted.
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VICTORIA STREET - PROPOSED MEASURES ‘E
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9L F W RRWWLUDH/WEWuUpport the proposals to close these roads to general traffic (with the time limited
exemptions for loading and access to blue badge holders) with the primary purpose of improving conditions for
pedestrians.

However enforcement must be priorities to ensure that the loading and parking restrictions are being observed.

However, there is still no mention of the position of cyclists and we think it is essential that 2 way access for
cyclists should be made clearer. In addition, spaces for outdoor cafes should be designed to provide space for
cyclists to cycle along the street without impediment.

We also suggest that this ETRO should be used to clarify the position of cyclists in the nearby Grassmarket and,

in particular, to ensure that they have two way access through the roadway through the otherwise pedestrianised
area along the north side of the Grassmarket.
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SOUTH ST DAVID STREET - PROPOSED MEASURES E

6 RXV8W DY L&W U-Hddithbound The ASL lead-ins we describe in our 2020 ETRO response can be
combined to form a segregated cycleway along the entire street, providing a much better experience for cycling
inline with the Council’s own plans to extend the CCWEL.

However we are aware the current TTRO TEMP/24/109 in place for the Jenner’s redevelopment project has
impacted the available space on S St David St so this will have to await Jenners redevelopment completion.
Some mitigation to allow cycle access via S St Andrew St (similar to N St Andrew St) could be implemented to
allow for safe north / south cycle access to St Andrew Sq.
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WAVERLEY BRIDGE - PROPOSED MEASURES *
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: DYHU® HL GWEe welcome the continued road closures at Waverley Bridge. We recognise that their primary
function is to provide space for pedestrians. Nonetheless, it's important that cyclists are still able to navigate
these closures to ensure access to amenities and through routes, particularly for access to Waverley Station from
both the north and south.

As per the general notes the planters / blocks should be of better quality and maintained materials and design.
These should allow easy access for non-standard cycles. Signage should be clearer that access is possible for

cycles at all times.

It would be good to have a design of the TTRO during the Christmas Markets for 2024 given currently there is a
different layout in place.

However Spokes would also like to comment specifically on the current TTRO TEMP/24/109 which affects

Given the reintroduction of buses to Waverley Bridge the stated proposed ETRO doesn’t accurately reflect the
situation. Signage & signals indicate right turns are banned for cycles on to Princes Street when they are. Whilst
the left turn is banned for cycles given there is no exemption other than for public buses.

Spokes is very disappointed that this has been poorly implemented at such a prominent location at a key public
transport interchange hub.
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https://www.edinburgh.gov.uk/downloads/file/35243/temp-24-109-ending-on-23-december-2025

