
Spokes Action-Update   25.10.24
spokes.org.uk    St Martins Centre, 232 Dalry Road EH11 2JG    0131.313.2114    twitter @SpokesLothian

0. Finding your councillors
In Edinburgh, find your ward & councillors by typing your postcode on this page [or edinburgh.gov.uk : Council & 
Committees : Find your Councillor].   Everyone has either 3 or 4 councillors, usually from assorted parties.   For any 
Council, and to find MSPs, you can use writetothem.com.

1. Local Bike Campaigning: Spokes public meeting, Thurs 21 Nov
[A Longer article will shortly appear on our website spokes.org.uk, also with twitter & FB links – please like/RT]

Local initiatives for better cycling infrastructure and to encourage getting about by bike are flourishing … along 
with the demand for wider car-reduced living, walking, wheeling, local public transport and places no longer 
dominated by the demands of the car. Why is this happening? How is it happening? What can you do?

Our meeting will hear from four diverse local Edinburgh bike initiatives, together with an overview from a 
transport and accessibility expert with a strong interest in community action. What is the spark to get started? the 
challenges, successes and failures? and what happens next?

Speakers
• Derek Halden   – expert in developing collaborative approaches for better accessibility, part of the 

Roadshare campaign for presumed liability, currently involved in the EU DUT project ‘Driving Urban 
Transitions to a Sustainable Future.’ Derek also has a fascinating personal website, explaining his 
motivations, as well as his professional site. 

• Ben Seven – editor of the excellent new(ish) Edi.Bike weekly newsletter 
• Julia Clarke – from Infrasisters 
• Jarlath Flynn   – promoter of school bike buses 
• Craig – from Edinburgh Critical Mass 
• .. followed by our hotly-anticipated one-hour panel QA: your chance to interrogate/challenge the 

speakers; hosted by Helen Todd,  Planning Democracy chair and former Ramblers Scotland policy manager 

Arrangements
• Where Augustine United Church 41 George IV Bridge, Edinburgh EH1 1EL 
• Date Thursday 21 November 
• Time  Starts 7.30, Ends 9.30.  Doors open 6.45 for coffee, stalls and chat, including a special stall to join 

Spokes or renew your membership 
• Questions Questions for the panel, can be emailed (at least a day in advance) to spokes@spokes.org.uk. 

However, questions in person from audience members are likely to have greatest priority on the night 
• Online We hope to live broadcast on our youtube channel – and make the recording available later
• Social media If tweeting/posting about the meeting, use hashtag #SpokesMtg 
• More info  For queries about the meeting, email spokes@spokes.org.uk or phone Emma, 07982278936. 

Your help needed
Please help publicise our public meeting by passing on the article, FB & tweet, once they appear at spokes.org.uk.

A Spokes public meeting at Augustine United
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2. Cycling & Sustenance – Spokes 2024 competition results

Click for:   Full website report    Full set of entries (10MB pdf)   Tweet (RTs welcome)

First prize – Josh Turner, Edinburgh

Cycling from A to Bakery

This entry had almost everything – cafes, recommended eats, 
maps to get there, a personal story, a neat title and the whole 
entry beautifully written. It had to be top! 

Find this and all entries in full in our results pdf (10MB)

Map:  Route to Musselburgh’s Company Bakery [arguably the best local 
cinnamon rolls]   Click map for full size

Second prize – Charlie Wood, Portobello – Bribing the kids

Family bike rides are still not all that common as the kids grow older. One of Charlie’s children commented: why 
can’t we just take the bus like normal people? Though, Charlie added: at least they said ‘bus’ and not ‘car.’

But – success! – and this entry shows how to do it – cafes, fish suppers, ice cream, hot chocolate and suchlike will 
work the magic! 

Third prize – Donald Smith, Haddington
Let them eat cake!

As a campaign group, we were totally impressed with this 
local initiative.

Anyone with a bike can turn up in Haddington town centre for 
a chat and homemade Dutch apple cake on the first Saturday 
each month, 9.30 to 10am. Advertised by word of mouth, 
local press and social media.

Why not try it in your local area! If you’re a Spokes member 
we can put you in touch with others to gauge interest.

 
THEMES

Main themes to emerge in the entries are listed below (in 
order of approx number of mentions). Obviously not all these 
themes are food-related, but as long as they were in an entry 
about food & sustenance they could be valuable additions.

• DIY food – e.g. home grown / home made / foraging 
• Personal benefits and/or pleasures of cycling 
• Importance of cafes 
• Ethical & community aspects 
• Practical advice, including recipes 
• East Lothian (8 entries mentioned East Lothian, 2 

Edinburgh, 2 ‘Lothians’, and 1 Midlothian) 
• Spokes maps or other Spokes assistance 
• Use of cargobike/trailer 
• Specific named cafes 

 
THANK YOU – our sponsors (see full report), competition organisers, and you if you entered! 

Many cafes were mentioned by competition entrants, 
the majority in East Lothian, with Lanterne Rouge at 
Pencaitland getting two mentions.  There’s a complete 

cafe list in our full competition report.
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3.  Dates for your diary
• Events marked * will have a Spokes stall – please volunteer to help!  Or come and say hello anyway!
• Also, there are many current consultations, each with their own closing date – see sections 5 & 6 below.

Oct 26 (Sat) Spokes stall at Edinburgh Farmers’ Market Castle Terrace, a.m.   Spokes Maps and Edinburgh map-
buff, at special stall prices.  Please take cash, as our card reader is on the blink and not sure if replaced in time.
Oct 26  Edinburgh Critical Mass, Haloween ride.  Meet 2pm, Middle Meadow Walk
Oct 29, 2-6pm  Seafield to Hawthornvale segregated cycleroute Consultation drop-in,  – see 7.2 below.
Oct 30 & Nov 7  Musselburgh Active Toun routes 2,4,6  Consultation drop-in – see 8.1 below.
Oct 31, 2-5 and 6.30-8.30  Roseburn to Union Canal info drop-in … see 6.9 below
Nov 21  Spokes public meeting – Local Bike Campaigning – see p1 above
Tuesdays & Thursdays Edinburgh Dawn Patrol    Markus Stitz, founder of BikePacking Scotland, runs regular 
early-morning rides, leaving at 5.40am from the western gate of St Andrews Square, and ending at Wellington 
Coffee. Rides likely to be around 20 miles, e.g. a circular route encompassing Musselburgh at the far end.

4. Corstorphine Connections – bus gate scrapped by new committee
Spokes twitter thread of the subcommittee meeting

The years-long saga of the Corstorphine Low Traffic Neighbourhood [Experimental Traffic Order ETRO/21/21] has 
come to an end, at least for now, with a decision to welcome cars back through the trial bus gate.
A lengthy Committee report from officers recommended making the entire scheme permanent, but Lib Dem 
councillor Neil Ross put forward an amendment to scrap the bus gate part of the scheme.  Cllr Ross said that the 
public consultation had been unsatisfactory, and that removal of the bus gate would "make traffic flow more 
efficient" & avoid longer car journeys and traffic displacement. 
Labour and Green councillors voted for the officers’ recommendations to retain the bus gate, but SNP, LibDem and 
Conservatives combined to scrap it, the final vote being 6-3 (there is only one Green on the Committee).
The decision follows a controversial move by the Council (apparently involving legal advice) that final decisions on 
Traffic Orders should be taken by a new “Traffic Regulation Orders”   licensing subcommittee   instead of by the 
Transport Committee as previously  There is almost no overlap between membership of the two committees.
The full Transport Committee has spent many hours over several years debating, monitoring, consulting and 
evolving the Corstorphine Connections scheme, resulting eventually in the 
above Officers’ report.  But the final decision, on Oct 24, was taken by the 
new TRO sub, who saw the details of the scheme for the first time, 
discussed it for 45 minutes, then voted 6-3 to reject the officers’ 
recommendation on what was probably the main element of the scheme.
Should we now expect similar on-the-spot Traffic Order decisions by 
councillors who have had little previous involvement in or knowledge of 
the traffic schemes concerned?
On hearing the outcome, Scott Arthur MP, chair of Edinburgh’s Transport 
Committee until his election, tweeted.. 
“This will only mean more traffic cutting through the area on the way to 
somewhere else along on a key walking route (inc to school) where the 
pavement is a little more than two feet wide.” 
Despite loss of the bus gate there are some other very positive outcomes – see Traffic Low Corstorphine blog.

5. Spokes news
5.1 Spokes maps - urgent
Our Edinburgh map is not yet due for a new edition, but stocks are running very low so we are planning a reprint 
before Christmas, with any known updates and corrections.
If you are aware of any mistakes on the map, or know of any changes that should be included please let us 
know urgently.   Email spokes@spokes.org.uk.
As a result the new West Lothian edition will now be published in Spring 2025.  And - many thanks to all the 
volunteers who have been surveying this vast area!!
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5.2 Spokes traffic counts
Barbara Darcy has for many years organised the 
biannual Spokes traffic counts, and is now 
passing on the responsibility to Guy Johnson. 
Guy organised a thank-you to Barbara and a 
get-together of our count volunteers – many of 
whom had never met each other before!
Several people said how they enjoyed the 
event, and wanted future get-togethers. 
Barbara thanks everyone for coming along, and 
Guy for organising.  She was thrilled to see so 
many of our counters together – and hopes for 
future get-togethers too!

6. Snippets
6.1 Transport Committee (TEC)
You may be aware that all Transport Committee papers can be found here...
https://democracy.edinburgh.gov.uk/ieListMeetings.aspx?CommitteeId=136
Spokes now has a web page with links to the papers, Spokes notes, and tweet threads for most meetings.

6.2 Active Travel – Scot Govt funding cuts
In our September Action-Update we discussed the financial position for infrastructure projects in the light of the 
Scottish Government’s still undetailed cuts in active travel funding for capital (i.e. infrastructure) projects.

At the time of writing today, we understand the council (like most other Scottish councils) has heard no more 
about the Tier 2 funding for which they applied early this year.   As a result...

• The council has let the contract for the route from Foot of Walk to Dock Street (and eventually Ocean 
Terminal), but using other confirmed active travel funds (mainly council own capital plus government 
‘tier 1’ money) which had been intended for other schemes.

• A big question mark now appears to hangs over the following, all of which had been in the Council’s      
tier 2 bid, and most of which are virtually ‘ready to go’ when funding is available. Some may be covered, 
at least in part, by other existing active travel money, but most will probably now wait for future years.

◦ West Edinburgh Link
◦ Deanhaugh St/Leslie Place/Haugh St junction improvements
◦ Cameron Toll to Edinburgh Bioquarter Active Travel Route
◦ Dropped kerbs programme
◦ One Way street exemptions

Other projects now at risk of significant delay include planning & consultation for..

◦ A8 extension from CCWEL to and through Corstorphine
◦ Portobello-Musselburgh onroad segregation

6.3 Climate training

“Stop Climate Chaos Scotland (SCCS) and Scottish Communities Climate Action Network (SCCAN) are excited to be 
collaborating to host a series of three interactive online sessions to explore what’s happening with climate action 
in Scotland, the opportunities to influence and take action, and how to engage with MSPs to positively influence 
the narrative and the decisions they take.“

 The three events (plus links to Eventbrite sign-up) are: 

1. What's next for climate action in Scotland - Tuesday 5th November 12 - 1 p  m
2. Climate action in Scotland: what you can do - Wednesday 20th November 12 - 1 pm  
3. How to speak to your MSP about climate - Wednesday 27th November 12 - 1 pm  

https://www.eventbrite.co.uk/e/sccs-sccan-how-to-speak-to-your-msp-about-climate-tickets-1037160483927?aff=erellivmlt
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6.4 Borders Rail extension to Carlisle

The Campaign for Borders Rail tells us…

“Three years ago we secured a commitment from both the Scottish and Westminster Governments to jointly fund a 
thorough feasibility study into extending the railway along the corridor between the existing terminus at 
Tweedbank and Carlisle.  Up to £10M was allocated for this purpose, with the funding being routed via the 
Borderlands Inclusive Growth Deal. However, in spite of continuous lobbying from us, the feasibility study has 
still not commenced.“

If this matters to you ...
• If you live in Scotland, email Fiona Hyslop, MSP, Cabinet Secretary for Transport    CabSecfortransport@gov.scot

• If you live in England, Wales or Northern Ireland, email Rt. Hon. Louise Haigh MP, Secretary of State for Transport
louise.haigh.mp@parliament.uk

• If you live in a constituency on or near the route, please also contact your MP and MSP asappropriate.

6.5 Police Scotland - video upload portal

Cyclists and other road users in Scotland should at last be able to submit dangerous driving footage to an online 
police portal… by autumn 2025.   Such a scheme has been operating in every police authority in England for some 
time, but Scotland has prevaricated.

Although the English system had been offered to Scotland, a different scheme has been developed here, partially 
explaining the very long delay.   It will also enable video of other (non-road) crimes to be uploaded but, according 
to some it will be “less functional” than the English road-only upload portal.

For more info, see this article in road.cc.

6.6 Waverley e-bike ban 

This sign has appeared at Waverley and at some (all?) other stations 
operated by Network Rail. It follows an e-bike fire at a station in England.

Obviously this is very disappointing given the big rise we are seeing in the 
number of ebikes.

We have found government info on ebike fires, which suggests that they 
are almost unheard of in bikes from reputable manufacturers and are 
almost entirely concentrated in bikes of ‘unknown build’ and in converted 
ebikes.

John Robson of Spokes Planning Group has been in touch with Waverley 
Station manager, who says that the understanding and regulation of ebike 
fire risk is still developing, and the rules may change in future.  At present 
it is still ok to park an ebike at a Network Rail station, but “it must be 
stored outside and three metres away from a building, which is 
unfortunately not possible at Waverley.”

Our Planning Group would welcome feedback from any Spokes members who have been affected, particularly 
if it has affected your rail travel.  Please email spokes@spokes.org.uk

6.7 Peak Rail Fares

Petitions to scrap peak rail fares…

• STUC petition to Fiona Hyslop MSP, Cabinet Secretary for Transport  

• Petition to Scottish Parliament   

https://petitions.parliament.scot/petitions/PE2120?conesso_link_tag=7828d4581&utm_campaign=eBulletin+4+October+2024&utm_medium=email&utm_source=Conesso
http://www.megaphone.org.uk/petitions/permanently-scrap-peak-fare-pricing-across-scotrail-services
https://www.gov.uk/government/publications/fires-in-e-bikes-and-e-scooters/07948b8a-2855-4fd3-b205-b9b2f03b6a7c
https://road.cc/content/news/online-reporting-tool-finally-rolled-out-scotland-310459
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6.8 CargoBikes for sale

Sadly, Farrout Deliveries is closing down.  With the larger Zedify cargobike delivery business now operating locally, 
opportunities for Farrout were more restricted, and their business has largely now been transferred to Zedify.

Since Zedify uses its own branded self-manufactured cargobikes, the Farrout cargobikes are now on sale.  Those 
on sale include two large trikes ideally suited for business use,  three Bullitts, 2 Urban arrows and one carla trailer. 

Alex of Farrout tells us that they need to be sold soon, so are on sale at very reasonable prices.  He’d like them to 
go to good homes where they will be well used.

If interested, and for more info, contact Alex asap at  wassup@farrout.delivery  or phone  07545 313750 . 

 6.9 Roseburn to Union Canal

Latest news is that opening is expected in late November.

Meanwhile there is a drop-in on Thursday 31 October, 2-5pm and 6.30-8.30pm at St Martins Church, 232 Dalry 
Road [home of the Spokes office!]

This will be mainly to answer questions rather than for consultation, but ideas are also being sought on looking 
after, and promoting the use of, the park and gardens being provided as part of the project.

It is possible we may have a Spokes stall there – to be confirmed (but if so, volunteers to help would be welcome!)

6.9 ELGT Monday bike club

Edinburgh & Lothians Greenspace Trust (ELGT) runs a Monday adult bike club, with relaxed rides 12pm to 
2.30pm, meeting at Bridgend Farmhouse. Booking is required - contact beth@elgt.org.uk.
 

6.11 Spokes Working Groups – please volunteer
Most Spokes activity happens through working groups which meet roughly monthly online.  The two most central 
groups, Planning and Resources, have both lost a couple of regular members during the last year or so. This has a 
clear detrimental effect on Spokes activity: for example we can’t respond to all relevant council and other 
consultations (see here); and we can’t always organise stalls at community events.

Please do get in touch if you’d like to try joining Planning or Resources.  Both have well-used email lists to keep in 
touch with ongoing issues between meetings.  At meetings, don’t be shy to butt in with your thoughts or asking 
anything that is unclear;  groups are friendly and everyone starts by not really knowing what is going on!

Don’t feel you don’t know enough – it is by doing that you learn - and you would normally share with other 
members.   For example, on responding to a consultation in Planning Group, someone might draw up initial ideas, 
others could then comment and perhaps add useful references, leading to a final complete response.

http://www.spokes.org.uk/consultns/
http://www.spokes.org.uk/documents/internal-documents/spokes-resources-group/
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Please respond as an individual to all consultations that concern you. Also copy to Spokes for our central response.

7. Edinburgh Consultations 
7.1 Spaces For People bike lanes – East area ETRO/21/28A ends 28.10.24, others end later
The Spaces for People bike lanes and traffic restrictions are still legally valid under temporary Orders.  In order to 
make them legally permanent (with any changes) the Council is introducing Experimental Traffic Orders, which 
include powers to deem them permanent (with or without changes) after a 6-month consultation period.
Unfortunately the first attempt (via consultants) to do this, in Jan 2023, failed because of a series of errors which 
meant that the draft Orders had to be withdrawn.    Council officers are now drafting the Orders themselves.  This 
is apparently quite complex, and time-consuming.  They are now being published successively this Spring,  
numbered as shown, and in the order below.  You can find more of the history here.
It is likely that many of the schemes will be retained largely as they are now, but with gradual improvements over 
the next few years, notably by replacing defenders with the low-cost dividers pictured in 4.7 above, and with 
improvements at junctions.  It would be really valuable for members to request such changes, either in general 
terms, or by commenting in detail on the basis of your local knowledge of particular schemes.

• City Centre ETRO/21/26A – Consultation now ended.  Spokes submission here.
• East ETRO/21/28A – open for comment, ends 28.10.24. 
• West ETRO/21/30A & ETRO/21/30B – open for comment, ends 16.12.24. 
• North ETRO/21/27A & ETRO/23/23 – open for comment, ends 23.12.24. 
• South ETRO/21/29 – still to be published, here

Comments should be sent, by closing dates, to:  TRO.Consultations@edinburgh.gov.uk  quoting the relevant 
ETRO reference number(s) as above.
If you comment, please copy Spokes so we can consider including your points in the Spokes submission.  We have 
not yet drawn up draft responses, but you can see our comments when the schemes were being installed here – 
they were done scheme by scheme, and only subsequently did the Council group them into 5 groups as above.
Latest:  Because of the complexity of the above, the Council has created a new webpage covering all the 
schemes, with clearer maps, and the opportunity to comment more easily on any of the schemes.  The address 
is..   https://travellingsafely.commonplace.is/     Of course, Spokes is also keen to get your views so we can 
consider them for the main Spokes response, so please copy your comments to us, as far as possible.

7.2 Leith Connections: Hawthornvale to Seafield – ends 17 November  Consultation & info page 
Consultation is underway on a largely segregated route 
from Seafield to Ocean Terminal / Hawthornvale. 
Basically linking Portobello to Leith and North Edinburgh 
Network.  The map here shows how this route (dashed 
purple) fits with the Low Traffic Neighbourhood (green) 
and the Foot of Walk to Dock Street (dashed blue) route, 
for which the contract has just been let (6.2 above).

It is important to respond if you support this route – 
there are likely to be quite a few objections to the 
proposals, both the roadspace reallocation itself and 
also continuity aspects such as the bus stop bypasses.

There is an online survey on the consultation page     
and/or you can email your views and any queries to 
leithconnections@edinburgh.gov.uk.

There will also be a drop-in on Tues 29 Oct, 2-6pm, at 
Leith Community Centre, 12A Newkirkgate EH6 6AD.

7.3 Visitor Levy for Edinburgh  – ends 15 December
Edinburgh Council is thinking of introducing a visitor levy, as do many cities around the world.  Proceeds would 
have to be used in specific relevant areas benefiting visitors and those who provide for them.   Bike facilities such 
as a bike share scheme, hotel secure bike storage, etc, could surely benefit – you might like to suggest ideas.
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If you have ideas, the consultation is here.  [Obviously it covers much more than just the use of the revenues].

8. Lothians Councils Consultations

8.1 East Lothian, Musselburgh Active Toun
Consultation on proposed routes 2 (part of), 4 and 6.     
info page [click the ‘consultation’ tab to find out how to 
respond + the drop-ins].

The website is a bit ‘flashy’ and confusing (in my view!) 
but you can send comments by email to.. 
musselburgh.uki@aecom.com 

There are also two staffed drop-ins..

• The Fisherrow Centre (Annex Lounge): Wednesday 
30th October, 5pm – 7pm

• Wallyford Learning Campus (Community Room 1): 
Thursday 7th November, 6pm – 8pm

Please also copy your thoughts to Spokes so we can consider them for the official spokes response.

8.2 West Lothian Council - enquiries re new road & path developments – no closing date 

The Council has a webpage for enquiries and comments about new roads, footpaths, and cycle routes; and also    
a page of current projects and completed consultations. 

8.3 Midothian Council – none known of at present

9. More & future consultations – Check council, government, and other sites
 Edinburgh consultationhub.edinburgh.gov.uk
 Edinburgh Edinburgh traffic orders
 East Lothian  www.eastlothianconsultations.co.uk
 Midlothian https://www.midlothian.gov.uk/directory/33/consultations 
 West Lothian www.westlothian.gov.uk/consultations
 Scottish Government consult.gov.scot
 Transport Scotland www.transport.gov.scot/consultations
 Scottish Parliament consultations yourviews.parliament.scot/consultation_finder
 Scottish Parliament petitions petitions.parliament.scot
 Just in case...  Transform Scotland keeps an updated page of current transport-related consultations... 

transformscotland.org.uk/whats-new/action-alerts  Check it out in case there's anything important that 
doesn't appear in the website addresses above (there often is!)

 Spokes website We have a page of particularly relevant consultations  www.spokes.org.uk/consultns

10. Keeping in touch
Remember to check out our website every so often www.spokes.org.uk

We are active on Twitter @SpokesLothian. Follow us and ReTweet tweets that you support. Recent tweets 
also appear on our website in the right-hand column.
If you use Facebook, please like, share, etc the Spokes Facebook page
To campaign effectively Spokes needs as many supporters as possible. If you are not already a member 
and you like what we do, go to  www.spokes.org.uk/membership.

Red is route 2;  Green - 6;  Yellow - 4

http://www.spokes.org.uk/membership
https://www.facebook.com/pages/Spokes-the-Lothian-Cycle-Campaign/169099526468801
https://twitter.com/SpokesLothian
http://www.spokes.org.uk/
http://www.spokes.org.uk/consultns
http://transformscotland.org.uk/whats-new/action-alerts/
https://petitions.parliament.scot/
https://yourviews.parliament.scot/consultation_finder/
http://www.transport.gov.scot/consultations
http://consult.gov.scot/
http://www.westlothian.gov.uk/consultations
https://www.midlothian.gov.uk/directory/33/consultations
http://www.eastlothianconsultations.co.uk/
https://www.edinburgh.gov.uk/roads-pavements/view-comment-traffic-orders-new/1
http://consultationhub.edinburgh.gov.uk/
https://www.westlothian.gov.uk/article/32502/New-Road-Footpath-and-Cyclepath-Developments
https://www.westlothian.gov.uk/article/32502/New-Road-Footpath-and-Cyclepath-Developments
https://www.westlothian.gov.uk/article/77839/Enquires-about-New-Road-Footpath-and-Cyclepath-Developments
https://www.westlothian.gov.uk/article/77839/Enquires-about-New-Road-Footpath-and-Cyclepath-Developments
https://storymaps.arcgis.com/stories/5057159838054a1cba6ada53ceadda36
https://consultationhub.edinburgh.gov.uk/sfc/visitor-levy/

