Spokes Action-Update 14.12.24

spokes.org.uk St Martins Centre, 232 Dalry Road EH11 2JG 0131.313.2114 twitter @SpokesLothian

0. Finding your councillors

In Edinburgh, find your ward & councillors by typing your postcode on this page [or edinburgh.gov.uk : Council &
Committees : Find your Councillor]. Everyone has either 3 or 4 councillors, usually from assorted parties. For any
Council, and to find MSPs, you can use writetothem.com.

1. Roseburn to (almost) canal opened

A fantastic new offroad route linking the North Edinburgh path network to Dalry, with bridges over Dalry Road and
the Midcalder electrified railway, opened on 9 December 2024 after a 10-year gestation. It will later be extended
to join the canal towpath at its wider inner-city section near Boroughmuir School.

With the bulk of the funding coming from the government (via Sustrans Scotland), the opening was performed by
Cabinet Secretary Fiona Hyslop MSP, with the support of Edinburgh’s Transport Convener Clir Stephen Jenkinson, a
host of mini-cyclists and, being December, Santa!

The new route is an absolute pleasure to cycle or walk — away from traffic, with great urban views, including a
spectacular see-through bridge over the railway.

The route also provides an incredible safe north-south link through an area based on east-west transport corridors
which had made north-south bike travel complex, slow and daunting. Because it provides this completely new
and long-desired north-south connection, we expect the new route to be well used.

Click this screengrab for a video of the complete route, including access from North Edinburgh ramp at Russell Road,
through to the Leamington canal bridge. Video by Jim Sheach

There are of course a few niggles; and several upgrades, minor and major, are planned, though timescales are
mainly uncertain. These are detailed in our website article, together with some historical context to the project.

WHAT YOU CAN DO

* Try the new route for yourself! It is marked in dotted purple on the Spokes Edinburgh map (square 1-10)
and is obvious on the ground at Russell Road or at the new ramp at Telfer Subway, leading up to a new
West Approach Road toucan crossing. BUT BEWARE: it appears that the route Is not yet on the list for
regular gritting (John Robson of Planning Group has raised this) so take care or avoid on icy mornings.

* If you find the new route useful, consider thanking your councillors. They appreciate getting positive
feedback amidst their usual pile of complaints, and hopefully it encourages them to do more!

* Having thanked them, take the opportunity to tell them one or two further improvements you’d like to
see — to this route (see our article) or other projects that would help you

* If you’re on bluesky, repost our ‘tweet.” There’s also an X-tweet, referring people to the Bluesky one.

* There’s a survey collecting ideas for a Roseburn-Canal art trail. We're unsure if there is/was a closing date
for the survey.
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2. Scottish Draft Budget 25/26

Despite larger than expected financial support from the UK government, the 25/26 Scottish draft budget cuts
funding for rail, for bus investment and for active travel (AT). Presentation of the figures hides some of the AT cut,
which we estimate to be a £40m+ drop from 5.6% of the transport budget originally budgeted in 24/25 to 4.6% or
less for 25/26. Yet, despite the climate crisis (and storm Darragh looms as we write) there’s more cash for trunk
roads — funding which the budget’s own carbon assessment classes as “highly negative” for climate.

There’s a full Spokes report on our website here.

Since there were severe in-year cuts during the current 24/25 year, the amount available for 25/26 may be
somewhat higher than was actually spent in 24/25, but it will be a significant cut on what was originally budgeted
for 24/25, and certainly far less than the Scottish Government’s former promise to aim for 10% of the transport
budget to go to active travel.

What is more there is a suspicion that the government is disguising the extent of the cut, as this year it has
bundled in a new £10m ‘Bus Partnership Fund’ within what was previously called the Active Travel budget line, but
has now been renamed Active and Sustainable. Yet there are other budget lines where the new Bus Fund would
fit better than (deliberately?) confusing the Active Travel line, as explained in our article.

WHAT YOU CAN DO

* Contact your MSPs and raise any points that concern you — see our article. There will be changes to the
draft budget, so that the minority SNP can get support from at least one other party, to get the budget
through. Let’s try to ensure that the changes include improvement for active travel!

* In particular, the Bus Partnership Fund should be moved to another line in the budget, so that the Active
Travel line remains exactly that. This would cost the government nothing, but would remove confusion

* And the active travel budget should be increased — at least to the £220m budgeted at the start of 24/25

* Repost our Bluesky ‘tweet’ about the budget.

3. Spokes November traffic count

Our bi-annual traffic counts in the city centre and Porty found bikes up almost everywhere, compared to last
November. In the city centre morning rush hour bikes were up 4% from 365 to 381 at our 4 usual count-points,
and at lunchtime up 17% from 156 to 183. In Porty, totalling morning and lunchtime, bike numbers were up a
huge 36%, albeit from the low base of 70, to 95. There’s a full report here.

But interestingly, data from the ~ Edward Tissiman @edtiss.bsky.social - 7d
Cychng Scotland automatic " The Omni Centre cycle lane has now recorded *HALF A MILLION* cycle
counter at the Omni Centre journeys this year. That's 40% higher than at this point in 2023.

Picardy Place segregated bike lane Despite the dark nights and cold weather, over 2,000 cycle journeys are still
showed a much larger rise in bike being recorded on weekdays.
numbers ... a strong hint that safer Cyclists per day, Omni Centre cycle lane
infrastructure encourages more Data from Cycling Scotland, graph by @edtiss
bike journeys. This data has been
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graphed by Ed Tissiman. Also,
Cycling Scotland published this.
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As mentioned in our 25.10.24
Action-Update, Guy Johnson has
kindly taken over organisation of
our biannual counts, following
Barbara Darcy’s retiral after long
service! Our thanks to Guy, to Jen
the Porty organiser, and to all the
Spokes volunteer counters,
especially those who have to get
up earlier than usual on a cold
November morning!
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Finally, please retweet our X-tweet
&/or bluesky posts on the counts.
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4. Local Bike Campaigning: #SpokesMtg report

Our public meeting on 21 November was hugely encouraging. The meeting showed how a culture change on
active travel and local accessibility is underway in Edinburgh, inspired by a wide and growing variety of local
organisations and initiatives — this understanding was perhaps the main outcome of the meeting.

Spokes had already found difficulty deciding on speakers — because there were so many possible organisations to
invite! We could have invited CityCycling Edinburgh, the Cycling Gardeners, South West 20, Car-Free Holyrood,
Traffic Low Corstorphine, Spokes South Edinburgh, the Bike Station, Bridgend Farmhouse, the Wee Spoke Hub,
Zedify cargobikes, Living Streets, Cargo Bike Movement, Spokes Porty, Blackford Safe Routes, and many more.

What a contrast with the early days of Spokes, in 1977, when there was only one other local body interested in
cycling for everyday travel (FoE Edinburgh).

In the end, we invited speakers
from four organisations,
Infrasisters, Critical Mass,
Edi.Bike, and Edinburgh Bike
Buses, all of whom had
inspirational stories of what they
are doing, and why. And, to
provide an overview, Derek
Halden an expert in collaborative
working in the area of local
transport and accessibility.

Topics discussed in the QA included (see report for details) ..

* Encouraging more people to take part in local campaigning
* Encouraging more people to get about by bike

* Encouraging councils and government to do more

*  Whatis success?

* Major active-travel culture changes we have seen.

There’s a full report on our website, here, and, of course a Bluesky tweet — reposts welcome!

5. Dates for your diary

* Events marked * will have a Spokes stall — please volunteer to help! Or come and say hello anyway!
* Also, there are many current consultations, each with their own closing date — see sections 5 & 6 below.

Dec 28 (?) 2pm (check their website to confirm) Edinburgh Critical Mass [last Sat of every month]

April 30 2025 (provisional) *Spokes Public Meeting The new Transport Convener is being invited to speak

Tuesdays & Thursdays  Edinburgh Dawn Patrol Markus Stitz, founder of BikePacking Scotland, runs regular
early-morning rides, leaving at 5.40am from the western gate of St Andrews Square, and ending at Wellington
Coffee. Rides likely to be around 20 miles, e.g. a circular route encompassing Musselburgh at the far end.

Wednesdays 3pm-9pm Bike Kitchen Fix your own bike, with help from qualified volunteers at Edinburgh Tool
Library [closed Dec 20 to Jan 6]


https://edinburghtoollibrary.org.uk/
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https://x.com/bikepackingscot
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https://edinburghcriticalmass.wordpress.com/
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https://www.bridgendfarmhouse.org.uk/
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6. Spokes news

6.1 Twitter - Bluesky You can follow Spokes on BlueSky at bsky.app/profile/spokeslothian.bsky.social

Like many others, Spokes has opened a BlueSky account, because of the misinformation now being allowed on
twitter. Within 48 hours, we had over 100 BlueSky followers, and less than a month later we are at nearly 700.

We additionally stay on twitter for the time being, because it is still widely used by councils, government
departments, transport experts and politicians who we need to keep in touch with; and because it contains useful
historic information such as our tweet threads of Edinburgh Council Transport Committee.

However, even in the last month many politicians have joined: for example we know of around 20 Edinburgh
councillors, including the Transport Convener, Stephen Jenkinson, and a good number of Mps/MSPs, e.g. former
transport convener Scott Arthur MP. It was also great to see a discussion thread involving transport specialists on
Bluesky — this would in the past have been twitter.

Most of our posts are now on Bluesky - and when we use twitter it is now often just to give a link to the Bluesky
post (example) thus also encouraging more people to move over.

If you use BlueSky, why not ask your councillors/MSP/MP to sign up too, so that BlueSky becomes increasingly
valuable, and also suggest changes such as this...

Edinburgh Council has itself set up an account, although so far it is just a placeholder, to reserve the name. We
are encouraging the Council also to start using it for edinhelp and edintravel.

6.2 Spokes Working Groups — please volunteer

Most Spokes activity happens through working groups which meet roughly monthly online. The two most central
groups, Planning and Resources, have both lost a couple of regular members during the last year or so. This has a
clear detrimental effect on Spokes activity: for example we can’t respond to all relevant council and other
consultations (see here); and we can’t always organise stalls at community events.

Please do get in touch if you’d like to try joining Planning or Resources. Both have well-used email lists to keep in
touch with ongoing issues between meetings. At meetings, don’t be shy to butt in with your thoughts or asking
anything that is unclear; groups are friendly and everyone starts by not really knowing what is going on!

Don’t feel you don’t know enough — it is by doing that you learn - and you would normally share with other
members. For example, on responding to a consultation in Planning Group, someone might draw up initial ideas,
others could then comment and perhaps add useful references, leading to a final complete response.

Please respond as an individual to all consultations that concern you. And copy to Spokes, to aid our central response

7. National Consultations

7.1 [Scotland] National Speed Management Review —ends 5 March 2025 Consultation site

The Scottish Government is consulting on reducing the national speed limit from 60mph to 50 on single
carriageway roads (Option 1) and possibly also to 60mph on motorways and dual carriageways (Option 2).

Additionally, in both cases, HGV speed limits would be increased to reduce speed differentials with other vehicles.

A technical review of the options says, “All options presented are envisaged to lead to a significant reduction in
recorded serious and fatal severity road collisions. These impacts are generally increased in Option 2 over Option
1 due to Option 2 impacting upon additional roads.” Additionally option 2 would be more effective in reducing
toxic and climate emissions as compared to Option 1.

7.2 [UK] Reform Passenger Duty for Private Jets — ends 22 January Consultation website

The UK government, in the autumn budget, announced a 50% increase in the higher rate of private jet taxation,
to raise additional public funds, to reduce emissions, and for equity reasons.

However, many private jets pay the standard rate or a reduced rate at present, and this consultation is to extend
coverage of the higher rate to all private jets, including business jets.

Prior to the budget, Oxfam called for such a tax, and this was covered in a Guardian article.
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8. Edinburgh Consultations

8.1 Spaces For People bike lanes — West area ETRO/21/30A & 30B ends 16.12.24

The Spaces for People bike lanes and traffic restrictions are still legally valid under temporary Orders. In order to
make them legally permanent (with any changes) the Council is introducing Experimental Traffic Orders, which
include powers to deem them permanent (with or without changes) after a 6-month consultation period.

Unfortunately the first attempt (via consultants) to do this, in Jan 2023, failed because of a series of errors which
meant that the draft Orders had to be withdrawn. Council officers have now redrafted the Orders themselves.

This is apparently quite complex and time-consuming. They are now being published successively, numbered as
below. You can find more of the history here.

It is likely that many of the schemes will be retained largely as they are now, but with gradual improvements over
the next few years, notably by replacing defenders with low-cost dividers, as in Holyrood Road, and with
improvements at junctions. It would be really valuable for members to request such changes, either in general
terms, or by commenting in detail on the basis of your local knowledge of particular schemes.

* (City Centre ETRO/21/26A — Consultation now ended. Spokes submission here.

* East ETRO/21/28A — Consultation now ended. Spokes submission here.
*  West ETRO/21/30A & ETRO/21/30B — open for comment, ends 16.12.24.
* North ETRO/21/27A & ETRO/23/23 — open for comment, ends 23.12.24.
* South ETRO/21/29 — still to be published, here

Comments should be sent, by closing dates, to: TRO.Consultations@edinburgh.gov.uk quoting the relevant
ETRO reference number(s) as above.

If you comment, please copy Spokes so we can consider including your points in the Spokes submissions. You
can see our comments when the schemes were being installed here — they were done scheme by scheme, and
only subsequently did the Council group them into 5 groups as above.

Note: Because of the complexity of the above, the Council has created a new webpage covering all the schemes,
with clearer maps, and the opportunity to comment more easily on any of the schemes. The address is..
https://travellingsafely.commonplace.is/ Of course, Spokes is also keen to get your views so we can consider
them for the main Spokes response, so please copy your comments to us, as far as possible.

8.2 Princes Street & Waverley Valley — ends 21 February

The Council is consulting on the future of Princes Street & Waverley Valley. In particular, Spokes has argued for
Princes Street protected bike lanes — see our Transport Committee deputation, when they decided to consult.

Respond to the consultation HERE--> consultationhub.edinburgh.gov.uk/sfc/future-of-princes-street

If you wish to submit additional comments, email princesstreet@edinburgh.gov.uk and copy to Spokes.

Originally the consultation was not going to include the option of Princes Street bike lanes, but, following our
above deputation, and a motion by Cllr Chas Booth, it was added into the consultation as an option.

Unfortunately the Council (in our view) made a major blunder when installing the original tramlines by putting
them in the middle, instead of tram on one side and a bidirectional segregated bike route on the other, as we had
suggested. This would likely have prevented many visits to A&E and successful compensation claims against the
Council. Whilst the tramlines can not now be moved, better provision for cycling and cycling safety is vital. The
Council’s suggestion that George Street is an “alternative” is not a viable solution to many Princes Street journeys,
as you would need to take several difficult turns, and in some cases cross the tramlines twice, in order to use it

8.3 Edinburgh Council budget —ends 14 January

“Edinburgh is a popular, growing city. Our population is increasing and ageing, and more and more people need
our help and support. Our costs are continuing to rise and funding isn't keeping up. As a result, we're expecting to
have to save at least £30m next year and £109m by 2028/29. As budget decisions get harder, it is more important
than ever to know what residents think about the tough choices.

This consultation shows a short summary of proposals to balance our budget. Your views will help shape the final
budget proposals presented to elected members, and will help them to make a final decision.”

HERE-->consultationhub.edinburgh.gov.uk/ce/edinburghs-budget/

Note: if the survey questions don’t let you say all you want, you can email policyandinsight@edinburgh.gov.uk.
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9. Lothians Councils Consultations

9.1 East Lothian — none known of at present

9.2 West Lothian Council - enquiries re new road & path developments — no closing date

The Council has a webpage for enquiries and comments about new roads, footpaths, and cycle routes; and also
a page of current projects and completed consultations.

9.3 Midlothian Council — none known of at present

10. More & future consultations - check council, government, and other sites

Edinburgh consultationhub.edinburgh.gov.uk

Edinburgh Edinburgh traffic orders

East Lothian www.eastlothianconsultations.co.uk

Midlothian https://www.midlothian.gov.uk/directory/33/consultations

West Lothian www.westlothian.gov.uk/consultations

Scottish Government consult.gov.scot

Transport Scotland www.transport.gov.scot/consultations

Scottish Parliament consultations yourviews.parliament.scot/consultation finder

Scottish Parliament petitions petitions.parliament.scot

Just in case... Transform Scotland keeps an updated page of current transport-related consultations...
transformscotland.org.uk/whats-new/action-alerts Check it out in case there's anything important that
doesn't appear in the website addresses above (there often is!)

¢ Spokes website We have a page of particularly relevant consultations www.spokes.org.uk/consultns
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11. Snippets

11.1 Transport Committee (TEC)

You may be aware that all Transport Committee papers can be found here...
https://democracy.edinburgh.gov.uk/ieListMeetings.aspx?Committeeld=136

Spokes now has a web page with links to the papers, Spokes notes, and tweet threads for most meetings.

11.2 Bike Station moving: @ George Williamson 11th December 2024
Please support their crowdfu nder "The bike station is an incredible resource for Edinburgh, helping

reduce waste, and bringing clean, joyful transport to folk!”

arobedinburgh 10th December 2024

"Keep up the amazing work getting more people onto bikes!”

Support The Bike Station in moving to and
setting up a new home! Sl

"Awesome work!!l"”
Donate today, to help us reach our target.

Your donation has TWICE the impact with match funding from

Tomas Izberovic 6th December 2024

"The best place ever!”

Mick Patrick 3rd December 2024

"Keep the circular econemy rolling!”

THE BIKE STATION

Jonathan Fairless 2nd December 2024
Registered Charity
5Co33703 “Both my kids' bikes came from you, and - when they outgrew them -

went back to you too! An essential service for Edinburgh, we can't let
it die.”

“For over 20 years, The Bike Station has been working in the heart of local communities, changing lives through
cycling. We launch this crowdfunding campaign to support our transition to a new home after faced with
staggering rent increases (158%) at our Causewayside location. The Bike Station, known for our work in tackling
inequality and empowering grassroots communities through programmes like Wee Bike Library and Hero Bikes,
is looking for public support to help us with the costs associated with moving to and setting up a new home.”

The Crowdfunder is already nearly at £4000 of the £10,000 target. And — the Aviva Community Fund is providing
match funding, so your donation will be doubled. HERE - www.crowdfunder.co.uk/p/help-the-bike-station



http://www.crowdfunder.co.uk/p/help-the-bike-station
http://www.spokes.org.uk/documents/campaign-submissions/local-edinburgh-lothians/edinburgh-city-council-transport-environment-cttee-tec/
https://democracy.edinburgh.gov.uk/ieListMeetings.aspx?CommitteeId=136
http://www.spokes.org.uk/consultns
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11.3 Foot of the Walk (FotW)

The cycleroute down Leith Walk
originally ended in a very dodgy
situation, where cyclists had a green to
turn right along the painted cycle lane at
the same time that vehicles were able to
turn left across it, and there was also a
built-in pedestrian/cycle conflict. We
believe these conflicts will be resolved
once the FotW to Dock Street cycleroute
continuation is complete (construction
has recently begun but completion not
till Summer 2025).

After we raised this several times, and
some near misses, the Council rightly
blocked off the route. However the
rationale was unclear to some users and
the closure kept being removed.

photo by Martin McDonnell

We then suggested the Council include a brief explanation for the closure. Somewhat to our surprise, this was
done (“Extension Planned”) - and there have been no further problems that we know of. Indeed we put the above
photo on our new BlueSky account and it received many ‘likes’ — in fact it was our most popular ‘tweet’ so far!

There’s a clear message here — an explanation is far more acceptable to the public than a stark ‘Cycleroute Closed’
sign. We have suggested the council considers this approach in other similar situations.

11.4 Fisherrow Harbour (near Musselburgh) — Bike repair station

We’ve been asked by Fisherrow Harbour Seafront Assn to let members know that they have installed a bike repair
station which may be useful for cyclists who visit the area. It is bright yellow and is located at the toilet block, on
the west side of the main harbour dry side space, just off New Street, so is easy to spot.

It is a Turvec Bike Repair Station, an all-in-one unit with tools and a stable public bike stand for tuning bikes and
making repairs. It includes...

* Hex key set

* phillips screwdriver

» flat screwdriver

e T25 Torx screwdriver

* adjustable spanner

* flat wrench 8x10 mm

* flat wrench 13x15 mm

* tyrelevers

* Integrated pump with pressure gauge up to 10 bar. Schrader and presta valve

11.5 Kings Stables Road — closure

The road is closed — including to cyclists — from 9 Dec to 17 Jan, for xmas/NY events. We have raised this with the
Council (also last year, when the same happened) but they say that a separate route is not possible due to
machinery in the area, given the widths available. Cyclists are expected to dismount and walk along the footway.

11.6 Share your Edinburgh walk/wheel/cycle story

In 2025 Sustrans will be preparing the next 2-year Cycling Index report for Edinburgh. They are looking for
volunteers (age 16 or over) to feature as case study stories. To find out more, email
WalkingAndCyclingIndexScotland@sustrans.org.uk.



mailto:WalkingAndCyclingIndexScotland@sustrans.org.uk
https://www.sustrans.org.uk/walking-cycling-index/edinburgh/
https://maps.app.goo.gl/HhNziVc9GUrHNmGV8
https://www.fhsa.org.uk/home
https://bsky.app/profile/did:plc:2ood4k4wojq5jku2zl3myqco/post/3lbhrmfjdas2i
https://www.edinburgh.gov.uk/cycling-walking-projects-1/leith-connections/3

12. UK budget

If the Scottish budget (2 above) was disappointing from the sustainable transport perspective, so too was the
earlier UK budget, although in different respects. Some aspects apply UK-wide, e.g. fuel duty. The Campaign for
Better Transport (the England & Wales equivalent of Transform Scotland) wrote...

“By choosing to keep the 5p fuel duty cut and continue freezing fuel duty for another year, the Chancellor has
committed to costing the Treasury a further £4.2 billion in lost revenue. This revenue could have nearly quadrupled
support for English bus services, benefiting millions of passengers and preventing vital services from being cut.

“The government talks of delivering on the environment yet undermines itself by failing to adequately tax our most
polluting forms of transport and support the most sustainable.”

“We are however pleased that the Chancellor has listened to our calls to raise Air Passenger Duty for private jet
passengers. Private jets are up to 14 times more polluting than commercial flights, and it is absolutely right that
private passengers pay more for the damage they cause.

“We also welcome the Chancellor’s decision to raise Air Passenger Duty on domestic flights. We hope that the
revenue raised will be put towards making sustainable public transport more affordable so that when travelling
domestically, the train is the easiest and cheapest choice. The Government must now go further by introducing a
tax on aviation fuel to raise an additional £594 million a year.”

There’s lots more comment in this article by Scotsman Transport Correspondent, Alastair Dalton,.and this by
Transport expert Prof lain Docherty, Dean of the Institute for Advanced Studies, University of Stirling.

However, much still remains to be announced. Whilst several major road plans of the previous government
(e.g. Stonehenge tunnel) have been scrapped, many more road and rail infrastructure announcements are
expected. For active travel, only £100m was included in the budget, though there are hints of more to come.

What you can do

Unlike the Scottish draft budget, this is the final version of the UK budget. However it is very much worth
contacting your MPs (not MSPs) to give your feedback and ask that your views are passed on to the Chancellor
and the Transport Minister. This will then feed into future decisions, many of which will be discussed in the
coming months — for example the future of road user taxation. Edinburgh South MP, lan Murray, is particularly
influential, being in the Cabinet, and is also a Spokes member.

13. Keeping in touch

¥ Remember to check out our website every so often www.spokes.org.uk

3% We are active on Twitter @SpokesLothian. Follow us and ReTweet tweets that you support. Recent tweets
also appear on our website in the right-hand column.

77 If you use Facebook, please like, share, etc the Spokes Facebook page

%7 To campaign effectively Spokes needs as many supporters as possible. If you are not already a member
and you like what we do, go to www.spokes.org.uk/membership.



http://www.writetothem.com/
http://www.spokes.org.uk/membership
https://www.facebook.com/pages/Spokes-the-Lothian-Cycle-Campaign/169099526468801
https://twitter.com/SpokesLothian
http://www.spokes.org.uk/
https://rse.org.uk/fellowship/fellow/professor-iain-docherty-5824/
https://ukandeu.ac.uk/budget-2024-same-old-new-deal-for-transport/?mc_cid=b681829a52
https://www.scotsman.com/news/transport/budget-rachel-reeves-fuel-duty-4845897
https://transform.scot/
https://bettertransport.org.uk/
https://bettertransport.org.uk/

