Spokes Action-Update 16.01.25

spokes.org.uk St Martins Centre, 232 Dalry Road EH11 2JG 0131.313.2114 bluesky @spokes.org.uk

0. Finding your councillors

In Edinburgh, find your ward & councillors by typing your postcode on this page [or edinburgh.gov.uk : Council &
Committees : Find your Councillor]. Everyone has either 3 or 4 councillors, usually from assorted parties. For any
Council, and to find MSPs, you can use writetothem.com.

1. 2024 - 2025

It’s a bit late to say Happy New Year, but you may well be speculating about what 2025 will bring for cycling and
wider transport in Edinburgh and beyond.

Edinburgh 2024 saw big highlights for cycling, as two major long-term projects came to fruition (pictures below)
and data showed bike use rising alongside new infrastructure. But 2025 may be a disappointing contrast, with no
completions on a similar scale, and a general project slow-down following the Scottish Government’s 2024 active-
travel funding procrastination and eventual cuts, though hopefully cycling numbers will continue to rise!

Meanwhile, both Government and Council continue the failed ‘carrots-only’ approach to meeting their ambitions
for 2030 car-km reduction (20% / 30% respectively), meaning continued climate emissions, congestion and hostile
conditions for walking, wheeling and cycling.

CCWEL opens, March 2024 Roseburn to (almost) canal, December 2024

Edward Tissiman
@edtiss.bsky.social

It’s a long read — you may need a coffee!

What will we see in 2025?? See our
speculation here.

As always, we end by urging you to contact your
councillors and/or MSPs to make sure that the best
does happen and the worst does not!

There are two early issues which you might consider...

locally, the future of Princes Street and the Waverley
Valley [see 6.2 below]

at Scotland level, the 25/26 Scotland budget — which
determines what cash councils such as Edinburgh and
the Lothians Councils receive, and can bid for, for
active travel schemes [see section 2 below]

Omni centre cycle lane - final stats for 2024:

- approx. 580,000 cycle journeys
- up around 40% compared with 2023
- busiest day was 30th May with 2,107 journeys

Cyclists per day, Omni Centre cycle lane
Data from Cycling Scotland, graph by @edtiss
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2. Scottish Draft Budget 25/26 — contact your MSPs

Despite larger than expected financial support from the UK government, the 25/26 Scottish draft budget cuts
funding for rail, bus investment and active travel (AT). Presentation of the figures partly disguises the AT cut,
which we originally estimated to be a £40m+ drop from 5.6% of the original 24/25 transport budget to 4.6% in
25/26 (see below) but now looks potentially even worse. Yet, despite the climate crisis, there’s more cash for
trunk roads — funding which the budget’s own carbon assessment classes as “highly negative” for climate.

The initial full Spokes report is on our website here. The important figures for active travel are...

*  £320m or 10% of total 24/25 transport budget — original Scot Gov promise for 24/25 budget

* £220m, 5.6% of 24/25 transport budget — amount actually included in the 24/25 budget

* £155m, 4.0% of 24/25 transport budget — amount actually invested in active travel, following in-year cuts

*  For the 25/26 budget, £179m (4.6% of the total) was our initial calculation. As you can see there, what
was formerly the ‘Active Travel line in the budget was renamed Active & Sustainable Travel, and included
a new ‘Bus Infrastructure Fund’ of £10m, which we deducted in calculating the AT total. It could be
construed as a deliberate attempt to obscure the level of AT investment

*  Furthermore, following our article, a Spokes member contacted Daniel Johnson MSP, who then wrote to
Cabinet Secretary for Transport, Fiona Hyslop MSP. Her reply says, “Work is underway to assess
allocations for bus, active travel and other allocations which will inform individual budget lines for each
constituent part of this funding.” The mention of “other allocations” seems to suggest possible further
deductions on top of the new bus fund, so our £179m estimate for AT may be over-optimistic.

What you can do..

* Read our letter to the Cabinet Secretary about active travel funding
e Contact your MSPs and ask them to argue for changes to the 25/26 draft budget, in particular...

©  For transparency and public confidence, the budget should continue to have a clear ‘active travel’
budget line, not an amalgamated total covering active travel, bus infrastructure, and possibly more

o AT investment for 25/26 should be raised to £220m, the amount budgeted in 24/25 before the very
severe in-year 24/25 cuts, with a clear statement of intent to reach 10% in future years.

* If you're on BlueSky, repost this post about our letter.

3. Dates for your diary

* Events marked * will have a Spokes stall — please volunteer to help! Or come and say hello anyway!
* Also, there are many current consultations, each with their own closing date — see sections below.

Jan 25, 2pm Edinburgh Critical Mass [last Sat of every month]
April 30 (provisional) *Spokes Public Meeting The new Transport Convener is being invited to speak
Mondays 12-2.30pm Adult Bike Club easy rides, from Bridgend Farmhouse. Contact nelly@elgt.org.uk to book.

Tuesdays & Thursdays Edinburgh Dawn Patrol Markus Stitz, founder of BikePacking Scotland, runs regular
early-morning rides, leaving at 5.40am from the western gate of St Andrew Square, and ending at Wellington
Coffee. Rides likely to be around 20 miles, e.g. a circular route encompassing Musselburgh at the far end.

Wednesdays 3pm-9pm Bike Kitchen Fix your bike with help from qualified volunteers at Edinburgh Tool Library

4. Climate

4.1 The Los Angeles fires are yet another indication of the ever-growing toll of climate crisis, with a predicted
economic cost of over £200bn, let alone the suffering, deaths, loss of biodiversity, and countless other tragedies.
For the future, areas prone to fire, flood, etc are becoming uninsurable or face unaffordable premiums.

4.2 Chris Packham has a petition to Parliament, seeking a ban on fossil fuel adverts. Find the link here.

4.3 Stop Climate Chaos Scotland (which is a coalition of over 70 Scottish civil society organisations) is running a
Scotland United for Climate Action campaign. Spokes ran a stall at the Parliamentary launch, for which we
produced this briefing document about traffic reduction and active travel funding. The SCCS campaign includes
this action page, to email your MSPs — over 250 people have done this so far.



https://sccs.eaction.org.uk/climate
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5. Spokes news

5.1 Exhibition: Pedal Power, Cycling & Activism in
. . PEDAL POWER
Edinburgh [open till end Feb] EXHIBITION

This exhibition has been created by Edinburgh groups who
campaign to make our city a safe place for cycling - Critical
Mass, Infra Sisters, Bike Buses and Spokes.

It was formerly at the Museum of Edinburgh and is now :
showing at Duncan Place Community Hub, 4 Duncan Place, ug;'{'ﬂufgﬁli?anr
Leith EH6 8HW, until the end of February. More info on

facebook, here. Duncan Place Hub is generally open
9am-9pm Monday to Thursday, and 9am-5pm on Fridays.

5.2 Twitter - Bluesky You can follow Spokes on BlueSky — our 'handle' there is now @spokes.org.uk.

Like many others, Spokes has opened a BlueSky account, because of the misinformation now being allowed on
twitter. Within 48 hours, we had over 100 BlueSky followers, and two months later we are well over 800.

We are still also listening in on twitter for the time being, because it is still widely used by councils, government
departments, transport experts and politicians who we need to keep in touch with; and because it contains useful
historic information such as our tweet threads of Edinburgh Council Transport Committee.

However, many politicians have now joined Bluesky: e.g. over 20 Edinburgh councillors, including Transport
Convener, Stephen Jenkinson, and a good number of MPs/MSPs, e.g. former transport convener Scott Arthur MP.

Most of our posts are now on Bluesky - and when we use twitter it is now often just to give a link to the Bluesky
post (example) thus hopefully also encouraging more people to move over.

If you use BlueSky, why not ask your councillors/MSP/MP to sign up too, if they haven’t already, so that BlueSky
becomes increasingly valuable. Edinburgh Council has itself set up an account, which already has over 1000
followers, although so far it is just a placeholder, to reserve the name. Please encourage the Council also to start
using it for edinhelp and edintravel, as we have done already.

5.3 Spokes Working Groups — please volunteer

Most Spokes activity happens through working groups which meet roughly monthly online. The two most central
groups, Planning and Resources, have both lost a couple of regular members during the last year or so. This has a
clear detrimental effect on Spokes activity: for example we can’t respond to all relevant council and other
consultations (see here); and we can’t always organise stalls at community events.

Please do get in touch if you’d like to try joining Planning or Resources. Both have well-used email lists to keep in
touch with ongoing issues between meetings. At meetings, don’t be shy to butt in with your thoughts or asking
anything that is unclear; groups are friendly and everyone starts by not really knowing what is going on!

Don’t feel you don’t know enough — it is by doing that you learn - and you would normally share with other
members. For example, on responding to a consultation in Planning Group, someone might draw up initial ideas,
others could then comment and perhaps add useful references, leading to a final complete response.

5.4 Spokes cargobike grants

Thanks to the kind donations of our members, sales of
our fantastic maps, and support from the Galashan Trust,
Spokes offers grants to voluntary organisations and
microbusinesses towards the cost of a cargobike. For
more info, pictures, and reports from those we have
helped, see here.

The picture shows a cargobike we helped support for the
Cycling Gardeners of Edinburgh.
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Please respond as an individual to all consultations that concern you. And copy to Spokes, to aid our central response

6. Edinburgh Consultations

6.1 Spaces For People bike lanes — North area ETRO/21/27B ends 15 February

The Spaces for People bike lanes and traffic restrictions are still legally valid under temporary Orders. In order to
make them legally permanent (with any changes) the Council has introduced Experimental Traffic Orders, which
include powers to deem them permanent (with or without changes) after a 6-month consultation period.

After many technical & admin problems, the full set of ETROs (below) has been published. You can find some of
the history here. Once the final set (South) completes its 6-month consultation period, a report should go to
Transport Committee in late summer 2025, for final decisions.

Hopefully the decision will be to retain most or all the schemes, with a programme of subsequent improvements,
notably replacing defenders with low-cost kerb dividers, as in Holyrood Road, and with junction safety measures.
It would be really valuable for members to request such changes, either in general terms, or by commenting in
detail on the basis of your local knowledge of particular schemes.

¢ City Centre ETRO/21/26A — Consultation ended. Spokes submission here.

* East ETRO/21/28A — Consultation ended. Spokes submission here.

*  West ETRO/21/30A & ETRO/21/30B — Consultation ended. Spokes submission here.

* North ETRO/21/27B - open for comment, ends 15.2.25.

* North (Arboretum) ETRO/23/23A — consultation ended. No Spokes submission

e South ETRO/21/29A ETRO/21/29B ETRO/21/29C ETRO/21/29D - open for comment, all end 15.6.25

Comments should be sent, by closing dates, to: TRO.Consultations@edinburgh.gov.uk quoting the relevant
ETRO reference(s) as above. Please copy Spokes so we can consider your points for Spokes submissions.

Note: Because of the complexity, the Council created a webpage for all the schemes, with clearer maps, and the
opportunity to comment more easily. The address is.. https://travellingsafely.commonplace.is/

6.2 Princes Street & Waverley Valley — ends 21 February

The Council is consulting on the future of Princes Street & Waverley Valley. There’s info and an online survey
here. You can also submit additional comments to princesstreet@edinburgh.gov.uk [please copy to Spokes].

Originally the consultation was not going to include the option of Princes Street bike lanes, but, following a
Spokes deputation, and a motion by Clir Chas Booth, it was included in the consultation as an option.

The Council (in our view) blundered badly by putting the original tramlines in the middle, instead of tram on one
side and a bidirectional segregated bike route on the other, as we suggested. This would have prevented many
A&E visits and successful compensation claims against the Council. The tramlines cannot now be moved, so
improved cycling safety is vital. The suggestion of George Street as an “alternative” is not viable for many Princes
Street journeys — it would mean several difficult turns, and in some cases crossing the tramlines twice, to use it!

6.3 Planning Design Guidance — ends 3 April

The Council’s Planning Department is consulting on revised versions of 3 major documents for developers and
householders. These have been revised to make sure they align with the new government NPF4 policy, the City
Plan 2030, and the City Mobility Plan. They are also now said to take more account of...

* Minimising energy used in the construction, maintenance and use of buildings.
* Adapting to the changing climate, including sustainable drainage

* Supporting biodiversity and good green space

* Enabling sustainable transport.

We have not yet looked at these revised documents, but would very much welcome comments from members.
The consultation pages, with document pdf’s, and online survey forms, are here..

e Edinburgh Design Guidance
e Listed Buildings and Conservation Areas Guidance
e Guidance for Householders
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Please respond as an individual to all consultations that concern you. And copy to Spokes, to aid our central response

KEY PROPOSED HARDSTANDING BUFFER STRIP
7. Lothians Councils Consultations o R
HHHHH CONTROLLED CROSSING TACTILE PAVING PROPOSED RAISED TABLE
UNCONTROLLED CROSSING TACTILE PAVING PROPOSED NEW CARRIAGEWAY
7.1 East Lothian - Prestonpans to Levenhall active CORDUROVTACTLE PAVIIG PROPOSED LANDSCAPIG
. TRAFFIC SIGNAL POLE eB PROPOSED BOLLARDS
travel improvements — ends 2 March NEW ROAD MARKINGS (WHITE) PROPOSED BUS SHELTER / FLAG
NEW ROAD MARKINGS (YELLOW)
“East Lothian Council, through grant funding from Sustrans, PROPOSED CYCLEWAY \
PROPOSED FOOTWAY / SEGREGATION ISLAND R

has commissioned AECOM to develop initial designs on a
safe and accessible route between Prestonpans and
Levenhall, to improve the journey for those walking,
wheeling or cycling in the area”

In addition to the online info and survey at the above link,
there are two staffed drop-ins..

4.2 m WIDE SHARED
USE PATH

* Feb 18, 1645-1945 at Musselburgh East Community
Learning Centre, Haddington Road, EH21 8JJ

* Feb 24, 1545-1845 at Prestonpans Community
Centre, Preston Road EH32 9QS.

7.2 Midlothian Council - none relevant known at present

7.3 West Lothian Council - enquiries re new road & path developments — no closing date

The Council has a webpage for enquiries and comments about new roads, footpaths, and cycle routes; and also
a page of current projects and completed consultations.

7.4 West Lothian Council — Local Development Plan, evidence base — ends 28 February

The Council is preparing a Local Development Plan, of which the first stage is to collect evidence on a wide range
of relevant matters. The 28 draft evidence documents are found on the above web link, and they include...

® Schedule 1. Climate Change (PDF, 365 KB)

® Schedule 17. Local Living (PDF, 1005 KB)

* Schedule 18. Town Centres and Retail (PDF, 189 KB)
® Schedule 20. Sustainable Transport (PDF, 650 KB)

If you have comments on these or any other of the evidence documents, see the above link for how to respond —
there is a special form for responses, but please also copy us your thoughts if possible

8. National Consultations [scotland & UK, where relevant]

8.1 [Scotland] National Speed Management Review —ends 5 March 2025 Consultation site

The Scottish Government is consulting on reducing the national speed limit from 60mph to 50 on single
carriageway roads (Option 1) and possibly also to 60mph on motorways and dual carriageways (Option 2).

Additionally, in both cases, HGV speed limits would be increased to reduce speed differentials with other vehicles.

A technical review of the options says, “All options presented are envisaged to lead to a significant reduction in
recorded serious and fatal severity road collisions. These impacts are generally increased in Option 2 over Option
1 due to Option 2 impacting upon additional roads.” Additionally option 2 would be more effective in reducing
toxic and climate emissions as compared to Option 1.

8.2 [UK] Reform Passenger Duty for Private Jets — ends 22 January Consultation website

The UK government, in the autumn budget, announced a 50% increase in the higher rate of private jet taxation,
to raise additional public funds, to reduce emissions, and for equity reasons.

However, many private jets pay the standard rate or a reduced rate at present, and this consultation is to extend
coverage of the higher rate to all private jets, including business jets.

Prior to the budget, Oxfam called for such a tax, and this was covered in a Guardian article.



https://www.theguardian.com/environment/2024/sep/18/superyacht-private-jet-oxfam-climate-finance
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8.3 Community Benefits from Net Zero Energy Development — ends 11 April Consultn website

The Scottish Government is consulting on how to use developer funding from new renewables projects, for
community benefit. Over £30m was provided in the last 12 months, and the government is now consulting on
how such funds should be allocated in future. Clearly there is an opportunity for local active travel provision!

8.4 Scotland's public electric vehicle charging network — ends 14 March Consultation website

“Transport Scotland is holding a public consultation to seek views on the draft Implementation Plan which sets out
the proposed actions to deliver Scotland’s Vision for public EV charging infrastructure. Scotland'’s Vision for a
public EV charging network was published in 2023 and identifies a network that is comprehensive and convenient,
meets the needs of all users, is grown with private investment, powered by clean, green energy and complements
the wider sustainable transport system.”

We have not looked at this, or if there is any relevance for ebikes, cargobikes, etc, but welcome comments from
members, or even a draft submission if anyone would like to do that.

9. Public Health

Ensure pedestrians, cyclists and users of other modes of transport that
9.1 NICE Road & Traffic involve physical activity are given the highest priority when developing or

recommendations maintaining streets and roads. (This includes people with limited mobility.)

) ] . Use 1 or more of the following methods:
Newly published national guidance on

Overweight & Obesity Mangement (Physical + Re-allocate road space to support physically active modes of
Activity section) from the National Institute transport (for example, by widening footways and introducing cycle
for Heath and Care Excellence (NlCE) refers lanes). For more detail on designing these routes, see the

back to previously issued guidance on
Walking and Cycling and on Physical Activity
and the Environment.

recommendations on walking and cycling in NICE's guideline on air

pollution: outdoor air quality and health, and the Department for
Transport's guidance on Shared use routes for pedestrians and

cyclists.
The both documents contain many valuable
points for government and councils, as well
as for individuals. In particular, from Physical
Activity and the Environment, see the
attached (section 1.2.5in the report) very schemes, see the recommendations on clean air zones in NICE's
strong recommendations for Councils, on guideline on air pollution: outdoor air quality and health.
restricting motor traffic to benefit walking

Restrict motor vehicle access (for example, by closing or narrowing
roads to reduce capacity).

Introduce road-user charging schemes. For more detail on charging

Introduce traffic-calming schemes to restrict vehicle speeds (using
and cycling. signage and changes to highway design). For more detail on traffic
calming, see the recommendations on smooth driving and speed
reduction in NICE's guideline on air pollution: outdoor air quality and

Official documents and recommendations
like this can be worth referencing when
contacting your MSPs or councillors. Please
also repost our bluesky ‘tweet’ about this.

health, measures to reduce speed in NICE's guideline on

unintentional injuries on the road, and the Department for

Transport's guidance on Traffic calming. [2018]

9.2 Health benefits of commuting by bike or and walk

Yet another new academic study shows strong active travel health benefits, particularly for cycling. The study,
Health benefits of pedestrian and cyclist commuting: evidence from the Scottish Longitudinal Study, is based on
17-year-long follow-up of 82,000 adults. It shows benefits to commuters in terms of...

® early death

* hospitalisation for any reason

e cardiovascular disease

*  cancer mortality

* treatment for mental health problems.

There’s a good write-up of the report by cycling journalist Carlton Reid in Forbes media, here.

For the academics amongst us, there are of course qualifications to the research, as discussed in the paper itself
and here, but the overall ‘direction of travel’ is pretty clear.


https://bsky.app/profile/peterwalker99.bsky.social/post/3ldl5yp5gvc23
https://www.forbes.com/sites/carltonreid/2024/12/18/18-year-study-of-82297-adults-finds-cycle-commuting-halves-chance-of-early-death/
https://bmjpublichealth.bmj.com/content/2/1/e001295
https://bsky.app/profile/spokes.org.uk/post/3lfp7mrufmk2n
https://www.nice.org.uk/guidance/ng90/chapter/Recommendations#active-travel
https://www.nice.org.uk/guidance/ng90/chapter/Recommendations#active-travel
https://www.nice.org.uk/guidance/ph41/chapter/Recommendations
https://www.nice.org.uk/guidance/ng246
https://consult.gov.scot/transport-scotland/public-electric-vehicle-charging-network-vision/
https://consult.gov.scot/offshore-wind-directorate/community-benefits-net-zero-energy-developments/

10. Snippets

10.1 Cause death by dangerous driving — but keep driving

“Of people convicted of causing death by careless or dangerous driving, only 2% were banned for longer than 10
years, and less than a third required to re-sit a driving test.”

Research by Cycling Scotland has identified this and other scary statistics about dangerous drivers on our roads.
Please consider asking your MSP for changes to the sentencing rules.

10.2 Chris Boardman: Anti-cycling stories are bad for UK public health

“The UK’s public health is being directly harmed by anti-cycling coverage in parts of the media, Chris Boardman,
who heads the government’s main active travel organisation, has told the Guardian.”

“Boardman is openly angry about what he sees as misleading media coverage presenting cyclists as reckless and
dangerous when, in a statistic he uses regularly, more Britons are killed by cows or lightning than by bikes.”

10.3 Be aware when buying an e-bike

Police Scotland is urging people to be cautious when buying e-bikes (or e-scooters) as some models are not
permitted for use on public roads.

They say, “Some are being modified to exceed speed and power limits, which can reclassify them under motorcycle
legislation” in which case “the rider must hold a full UK driving license, be insured, and wear an approved helmet.”

In the first 8 months of 2024, the police seized nearly 300 such ebikes or scooters being used illegally.

10.4 Edinburgh Critical Mass at Transport Committee

After several fatalities on Edinburgh’s roads in 2024,
Edinburgh Critical Mass protested at the City Chambers as
councillors arrived for Transport Committee. ECM called . ekl | =

for measures such as Low Traffic Neighbourhoods, bus , SaVIng lee S is
gates and modal filters — very similar to the official NICE

recommendations [9.1 above]. There may be further NOT controver8|a'
protests at selected 2025 Transport Committees. We'll
publicise any we hear of in time on our Bluesky account.
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More & future consultations - Check council, government, and other sites

Edinburgh consultationhub.edinburgh.gov.uk

Edinburgh Edinburgh traffic orders

East Lothian www.eastlothianconsultations.co.uk

Midlothian https://www.midlothian.gov.uk/directory/33/consultations

West Lothian www.westlothian.gov.uk/consultations

Scottish Government consult.gov.scot

Transport Scotland www.transport.gov.scot/consultations

Scottish Parliament consultations yourviews.parliament.scot/consultation finder

Scottish Parliament petitions petitions.parliament.scot

Just in case... Transform Scotland keeps an updated page of current transport-related consultations...
transformscotland.org.uk/whats-new/action-alerts Check it out in case there's anything important that
doesn't appear in the website addresses above (there often is!)

¢ Spokes website We have a page of particularly relevant consultations www.spokes.org.uk/consultns
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12. Keeping in touch

"‘_;,1‘,.-' Remember to check out our website every so often www.spokes.org.uk

"‘_;,'E.-'We are active on Twitter @SpokesLothian. Follow us and ReTweet tweets that you support. Recent tweets
also appear on our website in the right-hand column.

"‘_;,'E' If you use Facebook, please like, share, etc the Spokes Facebook page

"‘;"&'To campaign effectively Spokes needs as many supporters as possible. If you are not already a member
and you like what we do, go to www.spokes.org.uk/membership.



https://cycling.scot/news/dangerous-drivers-must-be-removed-from-scotlands-roads
https://www.parliament.scot/msps
http://www.spokes.org.uk/membership
https://www.facebook.com/pages/Spokes-the-Lothian-Cycle-Campaign/169099526468801
https://twitter.com/SpokesLothian
http://www.spokes.org.uk/
http://www.spokes.org.uk/consultns
http://transformscotland.org.uk/whats-new/action-alerts/
https://petitions.parliament.scot/
https://yourviews.parliament.scot/consultation_finder/
http://www.transport.gov.scot/consultations
http://consult.gov.scot/
http://www.westlothian.gov.uk/consultations
https://www.midlothian.gov.uk/directory/33/consultations
http://www.eastlothianconsultations.co.uk/
https://www.edinburgh.gov.uk/roads-pavements/view-comment-traffic-orders-new/1
http://consultationhub.edinburgh.gov.uk/
https://bsky.app/profile/spokes.org.uk
https://theedinburghreporter.co.uk/2024/12/police-warn-people-to-be-cautious-when-buying-electric-bikes-or-e-scooters-this-festive-season/
https://www.theguardian.com/news/2024/dec/30/anti-cycling-stories-bad-health-chris-boardman-active-travel

