
Spokes Action-Update   25.02.25
spokes.org.uk    St Martins Centre, 232 Dalry Road EH11 2JG    0131.313.2114    bluesky @spokes.org.uk

0. Finding your councillors
In Edinburgh, find your ward & councillors by typing your postcode on this page [or edinburgh.gov.uk : Council & 
Committees : Find your Councillor].   Everyone has either 3 or 4 councillors, usually from assorted parties.   For any 
Council, and to find MSPs, you can use writetothem.com.

1. Spokes Public Meeting with Transport Convener: Weds 30 April
For your diary...

This will be our first public meeting with Transport 
Convener Cllr Stephen Jenkinson,  who took over 
when Cllr Scott Arthur was elected as an MP, seen here 
at the opening of Roseburn to Dundee Street.  He will 
speak on the place of cycling within Edinburgh’s overall 
transport policies, and what we can expect to see 
happening this year.

Also speaking will be Deborah Paton, Head of 
Transport, Strategy and Partnership at the Council.  As 
a senior officer, whose remit includes active travel, she 
is knowledgeable both on detailed active travel issues 
and on how individual projects fit into overall council 
transport plans.  Deborah previously worked at Glasgow City, drawing up their new Local Transport Strategy, and 
before that preparing West Lothian Council’s Active Travel Action Plan, thus rising rapidly through the ranks!

• Where Augustine United Church 41 George IV Bridge, Edinburgh EH1 1EL 

• Date Weds 30 April

• Time  Starts 7.30, Ends 9.30.  Doors open 6.45 for coffee, stalls and chat, including a special stall to join 
Spokes or renew your membership 

• More info For queries about the meeting, email spokes@spokes.org.uk or phone Emma, 07982 278936. 

More information and a poster will appear on our website later, but put the date in your diary now!

2.  More dates for your diary
• Events marked * will have a Spokes stall – please volunteer to help!  Or come and say hello anyway!
• Also, there are many current consultations, each with their own closing date – see sections below.

Feb 28, March 1,8,15  Causewayside Bike Station selling off bike parts, accessories, clothing prior to their move
March 4, 6pm  ECCAN meeting on local climate action – see 10.1 below.
March 29, 2pm   Edinburgh Critical Mass [last Sat of every month]
March 29 [provisional] Spokes annual mailout and 2025 Spokes Bulletin
April 30  *Spokes Public Meeting – see above
June 28   Edinburgh Climate Festival – the massive annual event on the Meadows: we hope to have a stall
REGULAR EVENTS
Mondays 12-2.30pm  Adult Bike Club easy rides, from Bridgend Farmhouse.  Contact nelly@elgt.org.uk to book.

Tuesdays 5-6.15pm UK cycle campaigners ‘Active Travel Cafe’ via zoom.  News, speakers & discussion 

Tuesdays & Thursdays Edinburgh Dawn Patrol    Markus Stitz, founder of BikePacking Scotland, runs regular 
early-morning rides, leaving at 5.40am from the western gate of St Andrew Square, and ending at Wellington 
Coffee. Rides likely to be around 20 miles, e.g. a circular route encompassing Musselburgh at the far end.
Wednesdays  3pm-9pm  Bike Kitchen Fix your bike with help from qualified volunteers at Edinburgh Tool Library

Cllr Jenkinson      photo by Scottish Construction Now

https://www.scottishconstructionnow.com/articles/roseburn-to-union-canal-active-travel-route-opens-to-the-public
https://edinburghtoollibrary.org.uk/
https://edinburghtoollibrary.org.uk/charitable-programmes/tooligan-initiatives/cycle-kitchen/
https://x.com/bikepackingscot
https://click.pstmrk.it/3s/www.komoot.com%2Ftour%2F1841057049/X83j/rr65AQ/AQ/7000f3da-ddef-4701-98e9-0710b79b6707/43/LqlmA_LmzY
https://www.activetravelcafe.org.uk/
mailto:nelly@elgt.org.uk
https://docs.google.com/forms/d/e/1FAIpQLSe-cNvUoaeVl2tZs5aohl90h2pSo_DqMB3CV0pkUXzeecKNDA/viewform?pli=1
https://edinburghcriticalmass.wordpress.com/
http://www.augustine.org.uk/
http://www.writetothem.com/
https://www.edinburgh.gov.uk/
https://democracy.edinburgh.gov.uk/mgMemberIndex.aspx?bcr=1
https://bsky.app/profile/spokes.org.uk
http://www.spokes.org.uk/


3.  Car-km 20% reduction by 2030 : minimal progress, but research 
shows it’s possible!  – contact your MSPs                      [stop press – see 9.4 below]

Reducing car-km is crucial to meeting the Scottish Government’s climate ambitions. Transport is Scotland’s highest 
emitting sector, and the disparity with other sectors has been growing. Within transport, cars are by far the 
highest source of emissions.

In December 2020, in its Climate Change Plan Update [CCPu], the Scottish Government announced a super-
ambitious “commitment” (not just a ‘target’) to reduce car-km in Scotland by 20% by year 2030, compared to 
(pre-covid) year 2019.

Two new reports show (a) there has been minimal progress but (b) that the 20% commitment is still achievable.

First, In a truly scathing report, Audit Scotland confirms that, 5 years after its commitment to cut car-km 20% by 
2030, the Scottish Government “still does not have a clear plan.” 

But research commissioned by the Scottish Government itself, from AECOM consultancy, shows it is perfectly 
possible to achieve the government’s 20% car-km reduction commitment by 2030, and to do so in “an equitable 
manner”, through any of several forms of traffic demand management (TDM) using road-user charging. 

Sadly, the Scottish Government has kept very quiet about this research, placing it on their website without the 
usual press release or other publicity for commissioned research of public interest.  In a formal response, placed 
on the website alongside the research, the government does include the important acceptance that a policy of 
carrots alone is “unlikely to be sufficient” to achieve the promised traffic reduction. 

However, when it comes to action, the government promised nothing other than continued discussion with 
councils and others, “to update the route map and timeline for demand management.”

Meanwhile time continues to pass, traffic continues to grow and the climate crisis continues to worsen
For more links and details of the research, see our full report here.

Please consider contacting your MSPs.  When will the government take seriously its 20% 2030 commitment?  
They have been told it is possible, and shown how to do it: all that is required is the requisite political courage.

http://www.spokes.org.uk/2025/01/20-traffic-reduction-scotgov-research-shows-how/
https://www.transport.gov.scot/publication/travel-demand-management-options-study/
https://bsky.app/profile/auditscotland.bsky.social/post/3lgx5b27xas2u
https://audit.scot/publications/sustainable-transport#main-report
http://www.spokes.org.uk/wp-content/uploads/2020/12/2012-update-climate-change-plan-2018-2032-securing-green-recovery-path-net-zero.pdf
https://www.transport.gov.scot/our-approach/environment/20-reduction-in-car-km-by-2030/
https://www.transport.gov.scot/our-approach/environment/20-reduction-in-car-km-by-2030/
https://www.theccc.org.uk/wp-content/uploads/2024/03/Progress-in-reducing-emissions-in-Scotland-2023-Report-to-Parliament.pdf
https://www.theccc.org.uk/wp-content/uploads/2024/03/Progress-in-reducing-emissions-in-Scotland-2023-Report-to-Parliament.pdf


5. Spokes news  [there’s no section 4!]

5.1 Spokes maps
Our revised Edinburgh map is due to be published in April, and West Lothian later in the Spring.
The new maps will retail at £7.50, slightly up from the previous £6.95.

We have two special introductory offers for the Edinburgh map
Individual purchases – offer closes 30 April

£6 per copy, post-free, for orders sent to Spokes by post (with cheque) or email (BACS info will be sent).
In the same order you can request a free copy of the 2016 spokes Favourite Cycle Rides booklet of 
prizewinning competition entries of favourite rides in Edinburgh and the Lothians.
In the same order you can purchase for only £3 a Spokes buff/ snood, with a section of Edinburgh mapping on 
it (from previous map)

Company/organisational internal purchases – offer closes 30 March

Several companies/organisations (such as RBS BUG, Councils, Colleges and some Edinburgh University 
departments) have in the past purchased bulk supplies of our maps for use in internal active travel promotions 
or for their Bicycle User Group.
If we receive such orders in advance of printing we can make a very special offer of increasing our order to the 
printer and so offering the maps at just above the printing run-on price.
The offer is £3 per copy for orders of 30 or more, or £2.50 for orders of 100 or more.  We stress that this offer 
is only for bulk purchases by organisations for internal use in green initiatives, not for sales outside the 
organisation.  [We have already factored in supplies for shops in our basic order numbers].
Bulk orders of maps made after 30 March will be at our normal bulk price (probably around 30% discount).

5.2 Spokes Working Groups – please volunteer
Most Spokes activity happens through working groups which meet roughly monthly online.  The two most central 
groups, Planning and Resources, have both lost a couple of regular members during the last year or so. This has a 
clear detrimental effect on Spokes activity: for example we can’t respond to all relevant council and other 
consultations (see here); and we can’t always organise stalls at community events.

Please do get in touch if you’d like to try joining Planning or Resources.  Both have well-used email lists to keep in 
touch with ongoing issues between meetings.  At meetings, don’t be shy to butt in with your thoughts or asking 
anything that is unclear;  groups are friendly and everyone starts by not really knowing what is going on!

Don’t feel you don’t know enough – it is by doing that you learn - and you would normally share with other 
members.   For example, on responding to a consultation in Planning Group, someone might draw up initial ideas, 
others could then comment and perhaps add useful references, leading to a final complete response.

6. Snippets
6.1  London Cycling Campaign - Community Skills Summit, April 5

Fancy learning from London Cycling Campaign experience?   Spokes might consider paying train fare for any active 
Spokes member interested in attending.
“The LCC Community Skills Summit is taking place on Saturday, 5 April at Westminster University in Marylebone.
This full day of talks, workshops and networking is for everyone that wants to improve walking, wheeling and 
cycling in their local area. Whether you’re a community campaigner, advocate, activist or a resident (inside or 
beyond London), no matter your experience, from complete beginner to storied expert, you’ll learn how to make 
your area better – the skills are applicable to any campaigning context. We're really excited for the sessions this 
year because we've made them more interactive in a way that will maximise what you take away from them. 
They told us:  I know it’s a bit of a trek for you, but we thought we’d extend the invite as we think the topics we 
cover are relevant to cycle and active travel campaigning across the UK.
Register here: https://lcc.org.uk/news/lcc-community-skills-summit-2025/”

http://www.spokes.org.uk/2016/04/favourite-cycle-rides/
http://www.spokes.org.uk/2021/04/spokes-map-buff-is-back/
https://lcc.org.uk/news/lcc-community-skills-summit-2025/
http://www.spokes.org.uk/consultns/
http://www.spokes.org.uk/documents/internal-documents/spokes-resources-group/
http://www.spokes.org.uk/documents/internal-documents/spokes-planning-group/


  

6.2 Join your local Community Council – closing 4pm Thurs 27 Feb (or later co-option)

Community councils have a vital role in making the local area a better place to live – including planning and 
transport issues. Several Spokes members are on their local community council, and able to speak up for policies 
to enable people to get about safely and conveniently by foot and bike.  Please consider applying!

Details--> www.edinburgh.gov.uk/community-planning/community-councils/3

Even if you are too late to apply, some Community Councils are not fully filled, and you could seek co-option at a 
later date – see the above link.

6.3 Leith LTN – great news!

In line with Council policies, and following extensive public consultation and an independent representative 
survey, the Council has approved the traffic order making Leith Low Traffic Neighbourhood permanent.  After the 
debacle of the Corstorphine LTN consultation, which ended with councillors on the new TRO subcommittee (who 
knew very little about the history of the scheme) voting to remove the bus gate, there was a fear that the Council 
might give up on LTNs altogether.   However, the Leith vote, supported by all parties except the Conservatives, is a 
welcome step forward and we will encourage the Council to press forward in other areas, using the Leith example 
as a model. 

Spokes member Cllr Chas Booth, a Leith councillor who has put great effort into supporting and promoting the 
LTN, posted this on bluesky about the outcome.

There are also a couple of Edinburgh Reporter articles:  1  2.

The LTN is part of Leith Connections project, which also includes the path from Foot of Walk to Ocean Terminal 
(main section now under construction) and Hawthornvale to Seafield (now in planning/ consultation stages)

https://www.edinburgh.gov.uk/cycling-walking-projects-1/leith-connections
https://theedinburghreporter.co.uk/2025/02/council-approves-remainder-of-leith-connections-measures/
https://theedinburghreporter.co.uk/2025/02/low-traffic-zone-in-leith-made-permanent/
https://bsky.app/profile/chasbooth.bsky.social/post/3liogermcks2t
http://www.edinburgh.gov.uk/community-planning/community-councils/3
https://www.edinburgh.gov.uk/images/Leith_Connections_Stylised_Map_All_Phases_v1.1__July_2024_.jpg
https://www.edinburgh.gov.uk/images/Leith_Connections_Stylised_Map_All_Phases_v1.1__July_2024_.jpg


6.4  Calling all historic property owner-occupiers (i.e. owners of historic properties!)

“As part of efforts to update the Listed Buildings and Conservation Areas 
planning guidance, the City of Edinburgh Council is collaborating with the 
University of Edinburgh to understand how the guidance can be improved 
to be more practical and accessible.
The University’s project, Giving Voice to Historic Property Owners, is now 
recruiting focus group and workshop participants. The project is 
specifically looking for owner-occupiers (you own the home you are living 
in) of listed buildings and properties in a conservation area in Edinburgh. 
You can check here to see if your property is listed or in a conservation 
area.  It's important that voices from as many conservation areas are included in this project.  Owner-occupiers in 
the Leith, Southside, Portobello, Inverleith, Morningside areas are especially encouraged to sign up. But all 
historic property owners are welcome!
Focus group participants will receive a £10 e-gift card and in-person workshops will end with a catered lunch. 
Learn more and sign up here” 

Spokes says:  Tenemental and other historic areas often have problems with bike storage – if you have 
experiences or ideas on this, do consider joining the above consultation opportunity.

Please respond as an individual to all consultations that concern you. And copy to Spokes, to aid our central response

7. Edinburgh Consultations 
7.1 Spaces For People bike lanes – South area ETRO/21/29A,29B,29C,29D all end 15 June
The Spaces for People bike lanes and traffic restrictions are still legally valid under temporary Orders.  In order to 
make them legally permanent (with any changes) the Council has introduced Experimental Traffic Orders, which 
include powers to deem them permanent (with or without changes) after a 6-month consultation period.
After many technical & admin problems, the full set of ETROs (below) has been published.  You can find some of 
the history here.  Once the final set (South) completes its 6-month consultation period, a report should go to 
Transport Committee in late summer 2025, for final decisions.
Hopefully the decision will be to retain most or all the schemes, with a programme of subsequent improvements, 
notably replacing defenders with low-cost kerb dividers, as in Holyrood Road, and with junction safety measures. 
It would be really valuable for members to request such changes, either in general terms, or by commenting in 
detail on the basis of your local knowledge of particular schemes. 

• City Centre ETRO/21/26A – Consultation ended.  Spokes submission here.
• East ETRO/21/28A – Consultation ended.  Spokes submission here.
• West ETRO/21/30A & ETRO/21/30B –  Consultation ended. Spokes submission here.
• North ETRO/21/27B – Consultation ended. Spokes submission here
• North (Arboretum)  ETRO/23/23A – consultation ended.  No Spokes submission
• South ETRO/21/29A  ETRO/21/29B ETRO/21/29C ETRO/21/29D – open for comment, all end 15.6.25

Comments should be sent, by closing dates, to:  TRO.Consultations@edinburgh.gov.uk  quoting the relevant 
ETRO reference(s) as above.   Please copy Spokes so we can consider your points for Spokes submissions.
Note:  Because of the complexity, the Council created a webpage for all the schemes, with clearer maps, and the 
opportunity to comment more easily.  The address is..   https://travellingsafely.commonplace.is/ 

7.2 Seafield Place Brief & Masterplan – ends 30 April     Consultation page

The ‘Place Brief’ is a vision for the future of a wide area inland from Seafield prom, and the ‘Masterplan’ is how it 
would be implemented.  Seafield Road would have segregated bike lanes, and we think cycling would still be 
allowed on the Seafield Prom, although on first reading that does not seem to be explicitly guaranteed.   Please 
do respond to the consultation, and send us any comments you’d like to be considered in the Spokes response.

https://consultationhub.edinburgh.gov.uk/sfc/seafield-place-brief-and-masterplan-consultation/
https://travellingsafely.commonplace.is/
mailto:TRO.Consultations@edinburgh.gov.uk
https://www.edinburgh.gov.uk/downloads/download/15895/meadows-to-greenbank-experimental-traffic-order-etro2129d
https://www.edinburgh.gov.uk/downloads/download/15894/comiston-road-experimental-traffic-order-etro2129c
https://www.edinburgh.gov.uk/downloads/download/15893/braid-road-experimental-traffic-order-etro2129b
https://www.edinburgh.gov.uk/downloads/download/15892/south-area-experimental-traffic-order-etro2129a
https://www.edinburgh.gov.uk/downloads/download/15801/introduce-an-experimental-order---arboretum-place-edinburgh---tro2323a
http://www.spokes.org.uk/wp-content/uploads/2025/02/2502-North-TRO-21-27-Spokes-Response.pdf
https://www.edinburgh.gov.uk/downloads/download/15823/experimental-traffic-order-north-area-tro2127b
http://www.spokes.org.uk/wp-content/uploads/2024/12/2412-ETRO_21_30A-Spokes-Response_-West-Area.pdf
https://www.edinburgh.gov.uk/downloads/download/15764/tro2130b-silverknowes-area-ending-16-december-2024
https://www.edinburgh.gov.uk/downloads/download/15765/tro2130a-west-area-ending-16-december-2024
http://www.spokes.org.uk/wp-content/uploads/2024/10/2410-East-ETRO-traffic-orders-Spokes-response-1.pdf
https://www.edinburgh.gov.uk/downloads/download/15722/experimental-traffic-order-east-area-etro2128a
http://www.spokes.org.uk/wp-content/uploads/2024/08/2408-12-City-Centre-ETRO_21_26A-Spokes-Response.pdf
https://www.edinburgh.gov.uk/downloads/download/15669/introduce-an-experimental-order---city-centre-area-edinburgh---tro2126a
http://www.spokes.org.uk/documents/members-campaigning/edinburgh/edinburgh-travelling-safely-post-covid-street-schemes
https://www.edinburgh.gov.uk/public-transport/travelling-safely/2
https://public-api.wordpress.com/bar/?stat=groovemails-events&bin=wpcom_email_click&redirect_to=http%3A%2F%2Fplanningedinburgh.com%2F2025%2F02%2F21%2Fcalling-all-historic-property-owner-occupiers-2%2F&sr=0&signature=fdf98298ca917c31e68cbd62a43b871e&blog_id=55141785&user=8445dbb22dec3877f56cb7c839fe1bf7&_e=&_z=z
https://planningedinburgh.wordpress.com/?action=user_content_redirect&uuid=f3e11989f593bc403950dc351bd06bed0fa84a543e6552f612ab01bb7ee67efe&blog_id=55141785&post_id=5513&user_id=0&subs_id=34564340&signature=28eee7b68cb049e286b7f1d4bdf71184&email_name=new-post&user_email=davedufeu@gmail.com&encoded_url=aHR0cHM6Ly93d3cuZWRpbmJ1cmdoLmdvdi51ay9jb25zZXJ2YXRpb24tMi9saXN0ZWQtYnVpbGRpbmdz
https://planningedinburgh.wordpress.com/?action=user_content_redirect&uuid=34383cf9473ca1d532438f27c1d485cfeae34b18eb4008f554cc046be8162f64&blog_id=55141785&post_id=5513&user_id=0&subs_id=34564340&signature=d816499bb4f96e1f26edae6b64eb83c3&email_name=new-post&user_email=davedufeu@gmail.com&encoded_url=aHR0cHM6Ly9jb25zdWx0YXRpb25odWIuZWRpbmJ1cmdoLmdvdi51ay9zZmMvcGxhbm5pbmctbGJjLWNvbi8
https://planningedinburgh.wordpress.com/?action=user_content_redirect&uuid=34383cf9473ca1d532438f27c1d485cfeae34b18eb4008f554cc046be8162f64&blog_id=55141785&post_id=5513&user_id=0&subs_id=34564340&signature=d816499bb4f96e1f26edae6b64eb83c3&email_name=new-post&user_email=davedufeu@gmail.com&encoded_url=aHR0cHM6Ly9jb25zdWx0YXRpb25odWIuZWRpbmJ1cmdoLmdvdi51ay9zZmMvcGxhbm5pbmctbGJjLWNvbi8
https://planningedinburgh.wordpress.com/?action=user_content_redirect&uuid=00848f537e105aa68f807c3b9db38f8ddae36c3f73eab522685e2a1840773638&blog_id=55141785&post_id=5513&user_id=0&subs_id=34564340&signature=fb056d3541a2bfbb66be4251217289ff&email_name=new-post&user_email=davedufeu@gmail.com&encoded_url=aHR0cHM6Ly9wbGFubmluZ2VkaW5idXJnaC53b3JkcHJlc3MuY29tL3dwLWNvbnRlbnQvdXBsb2Fkcy8yMDI1LzAyL2ltYWdlLTMucG5n


7.3 Princes Street & Waverley Valley – ended
The consultation is now closed.  If you are interested, the Spokes response is here.

7.4 Planning Design Guidance  – ends 3 April
The Council’s Planning Department is consulting on revised versions of 3 major documents for developers and 
householders.  These have been revised to make sure they align with the new government NPF4 policy, the City 
Plan 2030, and the City Mobility Plan.  They are also now said to take more account of...

• Minimising energy used in the construction, maintenance and use of buildings.
• Adapting to the changing climate, including sustainable drainage
• Supporting biodiversity and good green space
• Enabling sustainable transport. 

We have not yet looked at these revised documents, but would very much welcome comments from members.  
The consultation pages, with document pdf’s, and online survey forms, are here..

• Edinburgh Design Guidance  
• Listed Buildings and Conservation Areas Guidance  
• Guidance for Householders   

7.5 Cammo Road ETRO/22/13 – prohibition of motor vehicles  - ends 19 July

The 6-month consultation 
period is because this is an 
Experimental Traffic Order. 
The scheme is in place as an 
experiment, and whether it 
will be made permanent will 
depend on monitoring and 
on public feedback – so 
make your views known!

The experimental order is 
here.  How to comment is 
explained in the document 
there called ‘advert’

7.6 Bioquarter to Sheriffhall – ends 2 March
We have only just discovered there is a consultation on the above, ending March 2nd.
The basic aim is to ensure a safe cycling route between the Bioquarter and Sheriffhall.   
Alongside the planned Old Dalkeith Road segregated bike route, from the Bioquarter inwards, this will also mean 
a high quality route between Sheriffhall and the heart of the city, although of course it does nothing for the 
Sheriffhall crossing itself, which remains in a state of uncertainty and is highly daunting for cycling
The online consultation & QA are here .   A fuller description (which is a bit complex in places) is here.
A draft Spokes response is here  .    Looking at our draft alongside the online QA may be helpful.                                   
We may add a bit about the roundabout, given its significance, though the consultation doesn’t cover it. 
There's also an email address if you have any queries about the consultation ... bioquarter@mortdp.co.uk
If this is relevant to you, please...

1. make your own response to the online consultation - the Spokes draft may give you useful ideas
2. if you have thoughts about the Spokes response, please email  spokes@spokes.org.uk as soon as 
possible; or if you are familiar with google docs enter your thoughts or comments on our draft response, 
using the 'suggestions' mode.
3. If you are on bluesky, please repost our post about the consultation

https://docs.google.com/document/d/1M-PBKJuVkEbTmkviBCJqUMD3cdQYb8_RE4e_DRVpCUc/edit?pli=1&tab=t.0#heading=h.yrkcb7s30hqg
https://bsky.app/profile/did:plc:2ood4k4wojq5jku2zl3myqco/post/3liu7dz57k22l
mailto:spokes@spokes.org.uk
mailto:bioquarter@mortdp.co.uk
https://storymaps.arcgis.com/stories/9d14a82df7da4ba6975c0c97c98ae27b
https://survey123.arcgis.com/share/bd1d94b3fd974068a0370cb804144c4a
https://www.edinburgh.gov.uk/downloads/file/36204/advert
https://www.edinburgh.gov.uk/downloads/download/15909/experimental-prohibitions-of-motor-vehicles-cammo-road-tro2213
https://consultationhub.edinburgh.gov.uk/sfc/planning-householders/
https://consultationhub.edinburgh.gov.uk/sfc/planning-lbc-con/
https://consultationhub.edinburgh.gov.uk/sfc/planning-edg/
https://www.edinburgh.gov.uk/city-mobility-plan-1
https://www.edinburgh.gov.uk/cityplan2030
https://www.edinburgh.gov.uk/cityplan2030
https://www.gov.scot/publications/national-planning-framework-4/
http://www.spokes.org.uk/wp-content/uploads/2025/02/2502-22-PSWV-Consultation-Spokes-Response.pdf


8. Lothians Councils Consultations
8.1 East Lothian - Prestonpans to Levenhall active travel improvements – ends 2 March
“East Lothian Council, through grant funding from Sustrans, has commissioned AECOM to develop initial designs 
on a safe and accessible route between Prestonpans and Levenhall, to improve the journey for those walking, 
wheeling or cycling in the area”

8.2 Midlothian Council – A7 Sustainable 
Transport Study – closes 30 March
“The aim of the project is to improve active travel 
connections on the A7 corridor between Sheriffhall 
Park and Ride and Main Street in Newtongrange, 
making it easier for people to walk, wheel and cycle 
for their everyday journeys and to connect to public 
transport services more easily.  Currently, there is 
no or limited provision for walking, wheeling and 
cycling along the majority of the A7 corridor.” 
The consultation page is here. 
We do not yet have a draft Spokes response to this 
public consultation, but our response to an earlier 
stakeholder-only consultation is here.
If this is relevant to you, please do respond to the 
consultation, and also send us your views to 
include in the official Spokes response.

8.3 Midlothian Council – Parking Strategy Survey – closes 23 March
An interesting survey about views on car parking, including...

• Should there be more pay-and-display onstreet and in council car parks?
• Much of the revenue is to pay for car park repairs, etc, but what should any additional revenue be used for?
• Wider use of car clubs
• There is nothing about bike parking or onstreet secure storage (as in Edinburgh’s Bike Hangars).  However Q14 

is a free-text box, where you can enter any relevant suggestions
• Note: there is no free text box at the end of the survey, so any other suggestions are best entered in Q14

The consultation page/survey is here.   Queries to: MidlothianParkingStrategy@stantec.com or 0131 297 7019.  
 Also a DROP-IN, 6 March 2.30pm-6.30pm at Dalkeith Library, 2 White Hart St, Dalkeith EH22 1AE 

8.4 West Lothian Council - enquiries re new road & path developments – no closing date
The Council has a webpage for enquiries and comments about new roads, footpaths, and cycle routes; and also    
a page of current projects and completed consultations. 

8.5 West Lothian Council – Local Development Plan, evidence base – ends 28 February
The Council is preparing a Local  Development Plan, of which the first stage is to collect evidence on a wide range 
of relevant matters.  The 28 draft evidence documents are found on the above web link, and they include...

• Schedule 1. Climate Change (PDF, 365 KB)   
• Schedule 17. Local Living (PDF, 1005 KB)   
• Schedule 18. Town Centres and Retail (PDF, 189 KB)   
• Schedule 20. Sustainable Transport (PDF, 650 KB)   

If you have comments on these or any other of the evidence documents, see the above link for how to respond – 
there is a special form for responses, but please also copy us your thoughts if possible

https://www.westlothian.gov.uk/media/64783/Schedule-20-Sustainable-Transport/pdf/Schedule_20._Sustainable_Transport.pdf?m=1736500664067
https://www.westlothian.gov.uk/media/64767/Schedule-18-Town-Centres-and-Retail/pdf/Schedule_18._Town_Centres_and_Retail.pdf?m=1736499942497
https://www.westlothian.gov.uk/media/64766/Schedule-17-Local-Living/pdf/Schedule_17._Local_Living.pdf?m=1736499913420
https://www.westlothian.gov.uk/media/64750/Schedule-1-Climate-Change/pdf/Schedule_1._Climate_Change.pdf?m=1736507857217
https://www.westlothian.gov.uk/ldp2-updates
https://www.westlothian.gov.uk/article/32502/New-Road-Footpath-and-Cyclepath-Developments
https://www.westlothian.gov.uk/article/32502/New-Road-Footpath-and-Cyclepath-Developments
https://www.westlothian.gov.uk/article/77839/Enquires-about-New-Road-Footpath-and-Cyclepath-Developments
https://www.westlothian.gov.uk/article/77839/Enquires-about-New-Road-Footpath-and-Cyclepath-Developments
https://www.midlothian.gov.uk/directory_record/58/dalkeith_library_and_arts_centre
mailto:MidlothianParkingStrategy@stantec.com
https://www.midlothian.gov.uk/directory_record/95909441/parking_in_midlothian/category/182/current_consultations
http://www.spokes.org.uk/wp-content/uploads/2024/08/2407-A7-urbanisation-Spokes-response.pdf
https://midlothiancouncil.citizenspace.com/communications/a7-sustainable-transport-corridor-consultation/
https://eastlothianconsultations.co.uk/infrastructure/prestonpans-to-levenhall-active-travel/


9. National Consultations  [Scotland & UK, where relevant]

9.1 [Scotland] National Speed Management Review  – ends 5 March 2025   Consultation site
The Scottish Government is consulting on reducing the national speed limit from 60mph to 50 on single 
carriageway roads (Option 1) and possibly also to 60mph on motorways and dual carriageways (Option 2).
Additionally, in both cases, HGV speed limits would be increased to reduce speed differentials with other vehicles.
A technical review of the options says, “All options presented are envisaged to lead to a significant reduction in 
recorded serious and fatal severity road collisions. These impacts are generally increased in Option 2 over Option 
1 due to Option 2 impacting upon additional roads.”   Additionally option 2 would be more effective in reducing 
toxic and climate emissions as compared to Option 1.

9.2 Community Benefits from Net Zero Energy Development – ends 11 April  Consultn website
The Scottish Government is consulting on how to use developer funding from new renewables projects, for 
community benefit.  Over £30m was provided in the last 12 months, and the government is now consulting on 
how such funds should be allocated in future.   Clearly there is an opportunity for local active travel provision!

9.3 Scotland's public electric vehicle charging network – ends 14 March  Consultation website
“Transport Scotland is holding a public consultation to seek views on the draft Implementation Plan which sets out 
the proposed actions to deliver Scotland’s Vision for public EV charging infrastructure. Scotland’s Vision for a 
public EV charging network was published in 2023 and identifies a network that is comprehensive and convenient, 
meets the needs of all users, is grown with private investment, powered by clean, green energy and complements 
the wider sustainable transport system.”
We have not looked at this, or if there is any relevance for ebikes, cargobikes, etc, but welcome comments from 
members, or even a draft submission if anyone would like to do that.

9.4 A Just Transition for Transport – ends 19 May   Consultation page
A major new consultation just launched as this Action-Update is being prepared.   It’s wide-ranging but at its 
heart is whether and how the Scottish Government can achieve its commitment to reduce car-km 20% by 2030.  
As covered in section 2 of this Action-Update, it is still possible, provided that there is rapid action on some form 
of road-user charging.

But, rather than rapid action, the consultation could be seen as a way of postponing anything difficult until after 
the 2026 Holyrood election.  The consultation ends in May.  A report will probably be some months later, and the 
Scottish Government is then sure to say that major decisions cannot be taken or implemented in the remaining  
6-9 months before the election.   And it is quite possible, unfortunately, that this could become a big issue in the 
election, with the report likely coming out just at the time when political parties are thinking about manifestos, 
and competing with each other not to upset any sections of the public.

Whilst the consultation does include questions about road user charging, they tend to be very tentative and 
hedged-around, such as this list of 4 ‘carrots’ followed by one very cautious ‘stick’.

Question 5 (Everyone): Which of the following priorities we have set out in the draft Plan do you think would be 
most helpful for people like you to reduce how often, or how far, they drive in a private car? You do not need to 
own or drive a car to answer the question, because reliance on private cars impacts everyone.

• Better use of space for active travel and public transport. 
• More access to online services so people don’t need to travel unnecessarily 
• Availability of demand responsive transport for some areas for example dial-a-bus services. 
• Access to ‘car clubs’ which allow people to hire a car or van for shorter trips. 
• Increasing costs to make driving a less attractive option in some circumstances, especially where there will 

be other benefits such as reducing pollution and congestion. 

https://consult.gov.scot/energy-and-climate-change-directorate/draft-just-transition-plan-for-transport/
https://consult.gov.scot/transport-scotland/public-electric-vehicle-charging-network-vision/
https://consult.gov.scot/offshore-wind-directorate/community-benefits-net-zero-energy-developments/
https://www.transport.gov.scot/publication/national-speed-management-review-2024/
https://consult.gov.scot/transport-scotland/national-speed-management-review/


10. Climate news & opportunities

10.1 ECCAN - Edinburgh Communities Climate Action Network – online mtg Tue 4 March, 6pm
“24 Climate Hubs have been set up across Scotland to promote and advance local community climate action. 
ECCAN, Edinburgh’s Climate Hub started in 2024, is fortunate to find a city alive with community groups working 
in climate-related areas. ECCAN’s mission is to provide networking events, training opportunities, funding, and 
development support for these groups to enhance collaborative, impactful working that delivers a sustainable, 
equitable Edinburgh. To that end, we are looking to start themed sub-networks (geographical networks to follow 
suit) and are currently looking for interested partners to form a Transport sub-network. How that forum 
functions, what it sets out to achieve, and how it gets there is the first step on the journey.  We are hosting an 
introductory online meeting on Tuesday 4th March 18 00 -18 45 to explore the possibilities that lie ahead. Please 
join us by emailing mark@eccan.scot.”

10.2 Portobello Climate Cafe – every Sunday   https://www.facebook.com/groups/1151036858806619 “

“The weekly Climate Café continues to prove to be very popular, generating lots of discussion with people passing 
by.  Sunday on Portobello beach front. 3pm each week (near Towerbank & Beach Lane) it is a drop in. It is a great 
opportunity to sit down and have a blether with people about our climate and what is going wrong. 

We are especially looking for younger folk to help out.

10.3  SCCS 2025 Climate Manifesto
Stop Climate Chaos Scotland, a loose coalition of some 60 bodies, including Spokes, have published a manifesto 
for climate action by the Scottish Government and for the attention of all political parties in the run-up to the 
2026 Holyrood elections.  The manifesto includes this section on active travel and this on transport more widely, 
both of which Spokes had a hand in helping to draw up.

Do consider contacting your MSPs to draw their attention to the manifesto, and what in particular you would 
like the Scottish parliament to do.   There are some good points on funding in the active travel section!

11. More & future consultations – Check council, government, and other sites
 Edinburgh consultationhub.edinburgh.gov.uk
 Edinburgh Edinburgh traffic orders
 East Lothian  www.eastlothianconsultations.co.uk
 Midlothian https://www.midlothian.gov.uk/directory/33/consultations 
 West Lothian www.westlothian.gov.uk/consultations
 Scottish Government consult.gov.scot
 Transport Scotland www.transport.gov.scot/consultations
 Scottish Parliament consultations yourviews.parliament.scot/consultation_finder
 Scottish Parliament petitions petitions.parliament.scot
 Just in case...  Transform Scotland keeps an updated page of current transport-related consultations... 

transformscotland.org.uk/whats-new/action-alerts  Check it out in case there's anything important that 
doesn't appear in the website addresses above (there often is!)

 Spokes website We have a page of particularly relevant consultations  www.spokes.org.uk/consultns

12. Keeping in touch
Remember to check out our website every so often www.spokes.org.uk

We are active on Twitter @SpokesLothian. Follow us and ReTweet tweets that you support. Recent tweets 
also appear on our website in the right-hand column.
If you use Facebook, please like, share, etc the Spokes Facebook page
To campaign effectively Spokes needs as many supporters as possible. If you are not already a member 
and you like what we do, go to  www.spokes.org.uk/membership.

http://www.spokes.org.uk/membership
https://www.facebook.com/pages/Spokes-the-Lothian-Cycle-Campaign/169099526468801
https://twitter.com/SpokesLothian
http://www.spokes.org.uk/
http://www.spokes.org.uk/consultns
http://transformscotland.org.uk/whats-new/action-alerts/
https://petitions.parliament.scot/
https://yourviews.parliament.scot/consultation_finder/
http://www.transport.gov.scot/consultations
http://consult.gov.scot/
http://www.westlothian.gov.uk/consultations
https://www.midlothian.gov.uk/directory/33/consultations
http://www.eastlothianconsultations.co.uk/
https://www.edinburgh.gov.uk/roads-pavements/view-comment-traffic-orders-new/1
http://consultationhub.edinburgh.gov.uk/
https://www.stopclimatechaos.scot/manifesto/chapter/transport/
https://www.stopclimatechaos.scot/manifesto/policy/increase-active-travel-budget-to-at-least-320m-and-maintain-this-level-of-funding/
https://www.stopclimatechaos.scot/manifesto/
https://www.facebook.com/groups/1151036858806619
mailto:mark@eccan.scot

