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Our main communication with Spokes members is now the electronic-only Action-Update which goes to all emailable members

roughly monthly,”

when there are enough important developments, news of forthcoming events, relevant road, traffic and planning

matters etc. Occasionally we need the circular on paper too (e.g. to use at public meetings). We then produce Spokesworker in place
of the on/ine-on/y Action-Update. Both documents also appear on our website, under the Spokesworker tab.

So, to keep in touch with events, developments & opportunities...

be a Spokes member and make sure we have your email address.

Cycling as part of
Edinburgh’s Transport Policy

Spokes Public Meeting, Weds 30 April, 7.30-9.30
Augustine United, 41 George IV Bridge EH1 1EL
6.45 for coffee, stall, chat. See website for more.

Membership stall to join or renew

Programme..
+ CliIr Stephen Jenkinson Transport & Environment Convener
+ Deborah Paton Head of Transport Strategy and Partnerships

+ One-hour panel QA — your chance to interrogate and
challenge the speakers, chaired by Helen Todd, Spokes
member and chair of Planning Democracy

+ Summing up by speakers - what they learned tonight!

Topics you might like to raise..

e On February 1st, 2024 the Transport Committee approved
the ‘Future Streets’ policy which includes removing through
motor traffic from the city centre - originally hoped for in
2025. Many other cities have already done it, including Paris.

< Future Streets also includes the Mobility Plan, one element
of which is a new policy that the Primary Cycle Network will
mainly be segregated lanes on main roads, because these
are “the most direct, flattest, most socially safe routes.” The
top example given is A8 bus/cycle priority, from CCWEL at
Roseburn to Gogar, with St John’s Road becoming a
pedestrian-friendly shopping street. When will this happen?

* Low Traffic Neighbourhoods — Leith LTN has been a great
success. When and where will we see more?

« Princes Street — see article opposite

« Bike Hire — Edinburgh desperately needs a new scheme in
place. Few other major cities are without one.

» Edinburgh has a target to cut car-km 30% by 2030 (and be |:

net zero by 2030). Research commissioned by the Scottish
Government shows that traffic reduction is possible, and in
an “equitable way,” but needs some form of road user
charging. However, Edinburgh has ended consideration of a
Workplace (or wider) Parking Levy, and is doing nothing on
road user charging until the Scottish Government acts

« Impact of high quality infrastructure. Edinburgh’s recent
segregated bike infrastructure is achieving great success, for
example, CCWEL and Picardy area. Let’s see more of this!

PRINCES STREET

Earlier this year the Council consulted* on a draft strategy for
the future of Princes Street and the Waverley Valley.

Although the consultation included a cycle lane option, its
design was far from optimal, as our submission pointed out.
Segregated cycle provision is, however, vital for many reasons,
not least that many east-west trips would require double
tramline crossings to use George Street as the alternative!

More generally, the draft strategy was widely criticised for
being unimaginative, including by local community councils and
internationally respected Richard Murphy architects.

The opportunity to transform Scotland’s premier street must
not be squandered. World class walking and cycling provision
will help rejuvenate Princes Street and underline Edinburgh’s
commitment to a people-friendly and climate-aware future ...
that’s what other major cities such as Paris and London are
demonstrating, and what world-renowned urban designer Jan
Gehl proposed back in 2010!

Whilst Murphy argues strongly for reduced traffic domination,
with wider footways and bike provision, he also proposed
major changes to the interface between street and gardens.
Many considered this latter aspect to be inappropriate, which
led to various politicians publicly dismissing Murphy’s ideas.
Sadly, this distracted attention from his imaginative traffic plan,
which suggested how more pedestrian space, a bike lane, tram
and bus could work well together, with fewer traffic lanes.

The Council will consider next steps this summer. If Princes
Street’s future concerns you, please contact your councillors.
*See links, and to our response, at spokes.org.uk/consultns [Iine 250221]
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1996 Labour Transport Convener CIIr David Begg proudly opens
Princes Street cycle lanes - sadly removed by a later council

OTHER EVENTS

For links & more, see events column at Spokes.org.uk

May 27 Sarah Small Climate Crisis cycle concert tour,
Edinburgh concert, 7pm. pianodrome.org/whats-on

May 31 + June 28 Critical Mass Ride start Meadows 2pm
June 14 She Pedals Scotland — inspiring as many women &
girls as possible to cycle on this day [google for link]

June 29 Climate Festival, The Meadows, 12noon-7pm.
With Spokes stall .. maps & buffs at special stall prices

*

& Not on: No Spokes bike breakfast. The council has limited bike
promotion cash and this is ‘preaching to the converted’

o Until Sep 22 Cycling & Activism in Edinburgh, Exhibition at
Duncan Place, Leith, duncanplace.org (check if still on)
Created by Critical Mass, Infrasisters, Spokes and Bike Buses

WHAT YOU CAN DO
To follow up any Edinburgh issues from this SpokesWorker,
contact your councillors. Go to edinburgh.gov.uk then Council
& Committees, then Find Your Councillor.
For other councils, and MSPs, use writetothem.com.
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CONSULTATIONS + closing dates

NB: Find some of the links at spokes.org.uk/consultns

Please respond to any that concern you. Also, join our
Planning Group if you can help draft Spokes responses.

April 30: Seafield Masterplan
We've not yet drafted a Spokes response, but main road
cycle segregation and well-designed prom access are vital.

May 19: Just Transition for Transport

An important Scottish Govt consultation on moving to a net-
zero transport system by 2045. We’ve not yet looked in
detail, but for a 20-year timescale it appears very timid.
Moreover the govt has still taken no effective steps on its
2020 commitment to cut car-km 20% by 2030. Their own
commissioned research, belatedly published in December
2024, showed this is feasible, and “in an equitable way,”
through various forms of road-user charging, but the
government seems to prefer to keep talking. In the above
consultation, please consider urging early action on this!
More on this in the Summer Spokes Bulletin [page 11] and
the Jan 9 and Feb 4 blogs on our website.

May 30: West Lothian Local Development Plan LDP2
This is a ‘call for ideas’ at an early stage of preparing the
Council’s second LDP, which covers use and development of
land (including roads/paths) throughout West Lothian.

You can submit ideas for any location — e.g. a new or improved
path, town centre improvements, bike parking needed, etc,
etc. You can also suggest relevant policies — e.g. to assess all
public buildings, such as train stations and schools for improved
safe cycle access links/opportunities. To find the consultation,
click LDP2 at westlothian.gov.uk/developmentplans.

June 3: East Lothian - Tranent Parking Management
Should charging be introduced for onstreet (and some off-
street) car parking. Go to eastlothianconsultations.co.uk

June 15: South Edinburgh ‘Travelling Safely’ schemes
As in the Summer Spokes Bulletin main article, the Council has
been consulting on the bollarded ‘Spaces for People’ schemes,
with a full report and final decision expected this autumn:
hopefully to make them permanent followed by a programme
of kerb segregation and junction upgrades. Consultation is
ended apart from South Edinburgh, which includes Buccleuch
Street, Causewayside, Minto Street, Craigmillar Park, Mayfield
Road, Old Dalkeith Road, Comiston Road, Braid Road.

To support any of these schemes, and to suggest
improvements, go to: travellingsafely.commonplace.is

Note that the Order there for ‘Meadows to Greenbank’ quiet
route (which we support) is to be superseded due to a
Committee decision (which we oppose) to experiment further
by removing the traffic filters and installing a north-south
segregated bike lane along Braid Avenue — an Experimental
Traffic Order for this is still be published.

CLIMATE CONCERN WIDENS

SNIPPETS

Gunther Thallinger, board member of Allianz SE, one of the
world’s biggest insurance companies, has written that the
world is fast approaching temperature levels where insurers
will no longer be able to offer cover for many climate risks.

Without insurance, which is already being pulled in some
places (e.g. parts of California), he said that many other
financial services become unviable, from mortgages to
investments. At 3C global heating, climate damage cannot be
insured against, covered by governments, or adapted to ...
which means “no more mortgages, no new development, no
long-term investment, no financial stability.”

[google: Climate crisis on track to destroy capitalism]

Meanwhile, a Royal Scottish Geographical Society report says
Scotland could be £30bn-£140bn poorer as soon as 2035 due
to wildfires, floods and other impacts. [rsgs.org/into-the-red]
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SPOKES COMPETITION 2025

Our annual competition this year will be on the theme of My
Favourite Bike Ride — you’ll be able to submit entries in
words, so map-drawing skills are not essential!
The usual amazing range of prizes:

- £1000 cargobike voucher

- £200 ebike voucher

- and many more: cafe, cinema, bike shop vouchers

Details will be in a member circular, later in the Spring, but
get your mental pedals turning now!

Cycling Gardeners of Edinburgh

If you've a garden but insufficient time to look after it, call on
the cyclinggardeners.co.uk, who operate by cargobike rather
than van. One-off visits or ongoing maintenance programmes
are available. Based in Tollcross, they also have a mission to
support local communities and will consider free gardening
services for local charities in south-central Edinburgh.

>~ The entire-ethos of this company is about being
environmentally conscious

Thistle Foundation adaptive bikes

Sessions for people with physical or other restrictions, to be
able to cycle — and in some cases gain sufficient confidence to
get their own bike. There’s a great new video describing their
work. Google: Thistle Foundation cycling video.

The Bike Station

moves to 141 Lauriston Place in central Tollcross in the next few
months and takes over the mission of CargoBikeMovement who
currently live. The Bike Station’s work will include...

« Continue refurbishing bikes, keeping them in circulation
« Reduce waste and champion repair culture

« Reinvest in people and places - cycling is for everyone

« Support a growing cargo bike community in Edinburgh.
More info: thebikestation.org.uk/blog [April 1]

Edinburgh Bike Hire petition
There’s a petition seeking a publicly owned bike hire scheme.
Search for Edinburgh Bike Hire at change.org.



https://www.change.org/p/call-for-a-publicly-owned-bike-hire-scheme-in-edinburgh?source_location=search
http://thebikestation.org.uk/blog
https://www.thebikestation.org.uk/post/a-new-chapter-the-bike-station-moves-to-lauriston-place
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=CHlrX-77EW4
http://cyclinggardeners.co.uk/
http://rsgs.org/into-the-red
https://www.cnbc.com/2024/02/05/what-homeowners-need-to-know-as-insurers-leave-high-risk-climate-areas.html
https://www.theguardian.com/environment/2025/apr/03/climate-crisis-on-track-to-destroy-capitalism-warns-allianz-insurer
http://travellingsafely.commonplace.is/
http://www.spokes.org.uk/wp-content/uploads/2025/04/pall-reduced-98pc.pdf
http://eastlothianconsultations.co.uk/
http://westlothian.gov.uk/developmentplans
http://www.spokes.org.uk/2025/02/scot-budget-25-26-update/
http://www.spokes.org.uk/2025/01/20-traffic-reduction-scotgov-research-shows-how/
http://www.spokes.org.uk/wp-content/uploads/2025/04/pall-reduced-98pc.pdf
https://consult.gov.scot/energy-and-climate-change-directorate/draft-just-transition-plan-for-transport/
http://www.spokes.org.uk/consultns/

