
Spokes Action-Update   04.06.25
spokes.org.uk    St Martins Centre, 232 Dalry Road EH11 2JG    0131.313.2114    bluesky @spokes.org.uk

0. Finding your councillors
In Edinburgh, find your ward & councillors by typing your postcode on this page [or edinburgh.gov.uk : Council & 
Committees : Find your Councillor].   Everyone has either 3 or 4 councillors, usually from assorted parties.   For any 
Council, and to find MSPs, you can use writetothem.com.

1. Spokes Edinburgh Map 2025
The 12th edition of the Spokes Edinburgh Map is here! It shows all known new development that has taken place 
over the last four years, since our 2021 map, in terms of paths, tram, significant housing developments, and more.

 Getting your map
The 2025 map should be available now or shortly in most good bike and book shops, retail price £7.50.
Important – Note that, since this is a (major) update rather than a complete revision, some shops are still selling 
the 2021 edition (cover price £6.95) so be sure to check which you are buying. The new edition also has the same 
front cover picture – but it is clearly marked as the 2025 edition, and the £7.50 cover price is printed on the back.
There is more ordering and pricing information on our website maps page..

• Individual orders   … also for ordering Spokes map buffs 
• Bulk and shop orders   …  Smart idea! → order a bulk supply, 6 copies or more, jointly with colleagues at 

work, or with friends & relations, to get a good price! 

Special introductory offers for individuals
Until 30 June you can order individual copies of the new map direct from Spokes for just £6 including delivery 
(£7.50 from July onwards).   See section B(3) on our maps page for how to order direct (post or email only).  Please 
allow up to 3 weeks for delivery, though it is often quicker. 

Meadows Festival Sun 8 June:  Get your map at our Spokes stall, from 11am [stall no. V169, near Melville Drive]

 A small section of the 2025 Spokes Edinburgh map, showing some big changes from 2021 !

http://www.spokes.org.uk/
http://www.spokes.org.uk/spokes-maps/#Buy
http://www.spokes.org.uk/spokes-maps/#Bulk
http://www.spokes.org.uk/spokes-maps/#Buy
http://www.spokes.org.uk/spokes-maps/#Buy
http://www.spokes.org.uk/2025/05/spokes-edinburgh-map-2025/
http://www.writetothem.com/
https://www.edinburgh.gov.uk/
https://democracy.edinburgh.gov.uk/mgMemberIndex.aspx?bcr=1
https://bsky.app/profile/spokes.org.uk


Edinburgh map thank you’s !!
• Our volunteer cartographer, Andy Follis, for his prodigous amount of skilled, painstaking and sometimes 

frustrating work to produce this – and our other – maps 
• Spokes Planning Group members Alex and John who supplied most of the map update info and checked 

and rechecked the detailed drafts 
• Robert and his ‘hustler’ volunteers who periodically visit shops to check on stocks – but do let us know of 

any shops where our maps are sold out. Please also get in touch if you’d like to be a hustler – we often 
need more, to cover a few local shops in one area or another 

• Peter and Anne who deal with map distribution, sales and invoicing, respectively to shops / individuals 
• Katharine and the maps group who keep the basic organisation functioning, organise events, etc 
• You! .. for buying our maps. And we so appreciate the fantastic feedback we receive. Please help further 

by reposting our bluesky post of this article 
• Whoever else that this list has forgotten – you know who you are! 

As you can see, producing and distributing the Spokes maps is a major operation, involving a lot more people-
power than you might imagine … and we are proud that it is entirely done by volunteers. Since the first edition, 
long ago, well over 150,000 maps have been produced and sold in this way! Huge numbers of people have been 
helped to find new or better places and routes to go by bike.

2.  Spokes Traffic Count May 2025: post-pandemic bike % record!
Our regular May traffic count, at Lothian Road and Forrest Road, found bikes forming the highest proportion of 
all vehicles so far post-pandemic.  There was a similar picture at the Spokes Porty count in Brighton Place.

The 8-9am central-area increase to 16.7%, from 16.3% in 2024, was marginal, with both car and bike numbers 
rising somewhat. However, at lunchtime (12.30-13.30) the bike percentage was up from 10.2% to 11.1%, with car 
numbers down – indeed, for the first time ever there were fewer private cars than the bus/taxi/van total.

At Forrest Road northbound, bikes formed a remarkable 26.9% of all vehicles between 8 and 9a.m. – our highest 
post-pandemic figure so far at any count point.

The overall picture since our post-pandemic counts began is of increasing bike use (particularly a.m.), increasing 
‘commercial’ (particularly lunchtimes) and falling car use (particularly lunchtimes).  However, as we have seen in 
the last couple of years, the modest improvements in bike numbers at our count locations (where cycling 
infrastructure has not yet been installed or improved) contrast strongly with hugely impressive rises where 
segregated infrastructure has recently been built, notably Cycling Scotland’s data for CCWEL and at Picardy Place. 

See our website report for full data, links, and further commentary, including the LEZ impact, single-
occupancy car use, the Porty count, and more.  Please repost our Bluesky post about the count.

Many thanks to our count volunteers and organisers, Guy in central and Charlie/Jennifer in Porty!

https://bsky.app/profile/spokes.org.uk/post/3lq5jt3y5ak2z
http://www.spokes.org.uk/2025/05/spokes-traffic-count-may-2025-new-post-covid-bike-record/
https://bsky.app/profile/did:plc:2ood4k4wojq5jku2zl3myqco/post/3lqeoodt2yk2h
https://bsky.app/profile/did:plc:2ood4k4wojq5jku2zl3myqco/post/3lqeoodt2yk2h
http://www.spokes.org.uk/spokes-maps/#Feedback


3.  Dates for your diary [several with Spokes stalls]
• Events marked * will have a Spokes stall – please volunteer to help!  Or come and say hello anyway!
• Also, there are many current consultations, each with their own closing date – see sections below.

June 8 * Meadows Festival  Spokes stall 11.00-5.30 Sunday only. New Edinburgh Map [1 above] at stall prices!
June 21* Cycle Cafe  Dalmeny Church, 10am-midday
June 28 * Edinburgh Climate Festival – the massive annual climate event on the Meadows + Spokes stall
June 28 Edinburgh Critical Mass   ride    Start 2pm Middle Meadow Walk
Sept 2 Spokes Public Meeting – screening of Motherload film – see 5.1 below for more info

REGULAR EVENTS
Mondays 12-2.30pm  Adult Bike Club easy rides, from Bridgend Farmhouse.  Contact nelly@elgt.org.uk to book.

Tuesdays 5-6.15pm UK cycle campaigners ‘Active Travel Cafe’ via zoom.  News, speakers & discussion 

Tuesdays & Thursdays Edinburgh Dawn Patrol    Markus Stitz, founder of BikePacking Scotland, runs regular 
early-morning rides, leaving at 5.40am from the western gate of St Andrew Square, and ending at Wellington 
Coffee. Rides likely to be around 20 miles, e.g. a circular route encompassing Musselburgh at the far end.
Wednesdays  3pm-9pm  Bike Kitchen Fix your bike with help from qualified volunteers at Edinburgh Tool Library
Thursdays 5-8pm  Bike DIY   repair   at the Wee Spoke Hub [tools and advice provided; book in advance]

4.  Spokes Competition 2025 : My Favourite Bike Ride [ends 7 Sept]
Full details, rules & how to enter, are now on our website.
For our 2025 summer competition we’d like to hear about your favourite local bike ride, in Edinburgh and/or 
the Lothians.  It may be a leisure ride, or your daily commute, shop, or perhaps the school ‘run’ with your kids.

In judging, we will want to know not just the route itself but, most of all, why this ride is so special for you. 
Hopefully your entry will entice or inspire other people to get on their bike and try the same or something similar.

So that the competition does not require technical skills, judging will be based on written entries. Your route 
should be fairly easy to describe, without too many intricate instructions, frequent turnings, etc. Photos and/or a 
sketch can be included and often help, but are not essential. You can also include electronic mapping if you wish, 
but this will not be included in the judging.

PRIZES
Top prizewinner gets first choice of prizes, and so on till all prizes allocated. Runner-up entries which don’t win a 
prize will get to choose a free Spokes map or buff

• Museum of Scottish Railways (Bo’Ness)   Family annual pass to 
the extensive museum 

• Bo’Ness & Kinneil Steam Railway   Family ticket, return trip 

• Ember Bus   [takes 2 bikes] £50 bus tickets credit 

• Edinburgh Bicycle   £50 Edinburgh Bicycle voucher 

• Camera Obscura   Family ticket 

• Cameo Picturehouse   Tickets for 2 

• Laidback Bikes   Recumbent tour or cargobike hire 

• Harts Cyclery   One-week ebike hire 

• Edinburgh Festival of Cycling   Urban Arrow cargobike day hire 

• Lanterne Rouge bike cafe, Gifford   £20 voucher + cycling cap 

• Spokes   £1000 voucher* towards cargo-bike purchase 

• Spokes   £200 voucher* towards e-bike purchase 

• Spokes   Set of all 4 Spokes maps 

• RUNNER-UP PRIZES  …  Any Spokes map or Edinburgh buff photo from our 2015 Favourite Ride comp

https://bikepackingscotland.com/
http://www.spokes.org.uk/spokes-maps
http://www.spokes.org.uk/spokes-maps
http://www.spokes.org.uk/documents/advice/cargo-bikes
http://www.spokes.org.uk/documents/advice/cargo-bikes
https://www.facebook.com/p/Lanterne-Rouge-100063602379857/
http://edfoc.org.uk/cargo-bike-hire
http://harts-cyclery.co.uk/
http://laid-back-bikes.scot/
http://picturehouses.com/cinema/the-cameo
http://camera-obscura.co.uk/
http://edinburghbicycle.com/
http://www.ember.to/
http://www.bkrailway.co.uk/
http://museumofscottishrailways.org.uk/
http://www.spokes.org.uk/2025/06/spokescomp-2025-my-favourite-bike-ride/
https://www.eventbrite.co.uk/e/bike-diy-session-do-it-yourself-tickets-1254742090369
https://edinburghtoollibrary.org.uk/
https://edinburghtoollibrary.org.uk/charitable-programmes/tooligan-initiatives/cycle-kitchen/
https://click.pstmrk.it/3s/www.komoot.com%2Ftour%2F1841057049/X83j/rr65AQ/AQ/7000f3da-ddef-4701-98e9-0710b79b6707/43/LqlmA_LmzY
https://www.activetravelcafe.org.uk/
mailto:nelly@elgt.org.uk
https://edinburghcriticalmass.wordpress.com/
https://docs.google.com/forms/d/e/1FAIpQLSe-cNvUoaeVl2tZs5aohl90h2pSo_DqMB3CV0pkUXzeecKNDA/viewform?pli=1
https://dqpc.org/event/cycle-cafe-2/
https://meadowsfestival.co.uk/


5. Spokes news & help needed

5.1 Motherload Film + Cargobike 
discussion
A special Spokes public meeting, discussing 
further development of cargo bikes in 
Edinburgh – as always the meeting is open to 
all, but local groups who we know to be 
involved in cargobikes will be specially invited.

The evening will include a screening of 
MOTHERLOAD, a 90-minute documentary film 
which captures a new mother’s quest to 
understand the increasing isolation and 
disconnection of modern life, its planetary 
impact, and how cargo bikes could be an 
antidote.

The showing and discussion will be on Tuesday 
September 2nd from 7pm-9.30pm at 
Augustine
United Church, 41 George IV Bridge EH1 1EL. 

Further information:  imaxwell @gn.apc.org 
[Ian]

5.2  Climate Festival, Sat 28 June – Stall helpers needed!
We’ve a Spokes stall at the massive annual Climate Festival on Sat 28 June at the Meadows.  It’s a great 
opportunity to publicise and sell our newly updated Edinburgh map - at special stall prices – and to encourage 
people to enter our summer 2025 ‘My Favourite Bike Ride’ competition (4 above). 

We have helper-slots at 12-2; 2-4; & 4-6.   If you can help, contact stall organiser  KateSturrock63 @gmail.com. 

5.3  Spokes Bulletin – bike leafleting
We now only have one (possibly two) printed Bulletins a year – they are particularly valuable for bike leafleting 
and for having in bike shops, libraries, etc.   The content of the current bulletin (no.139) is designed to be valid for 
months, and the bulletin is called ‘Summer 2025.’

We have plenty spare copies which you can use for bike leafleting in your local area at shops, workplaces, etc, 
or to top up your local library or bike shop if they have run out.  Please contact Spokes if you can help, saying 
how many you can use.

Areas already leafleted include:  Waverley, Haymarket; the city centre, Southside, Morningside; and Edinburgh 
University central areas (not KB or Bioquarter). 

5.4 Spokes Working Groups – please volunteer
Most Spokes activity happens through working groups which meet roughly monthly online. 

Please do get in touch if you’d like to try joining Planning or Resources, our two most central groups.  Both meet 
online roughly monthly and have well-used email lists to keep in touch with ongoing issues between meetings.   
At meetings, don’t be shy to butt in with your thoughts or asking anything that is unclear; groups are friendly and 
everyone starts by not really knowing what is going on!

Don’t feel you don’t know enough – it is by doing that you learn - and you would normally share with other 
members.   For example, on responding to a consultation in Planning Group, someone might draw up initial ideas, 
others could then comment and perhaps add useful references, leading to a final complete response.  Ot if you 
are helping at a Resources Group stall at a community event, you’d not be alone.

http://www.spokes.org.uk/wp-content/uploads/2025/04/pall-reduced-98pc.pdf
http://www.spokes.org.uk/consultns/
https://motherloadmovie.com/welcome


Please respond as an individual to all consultations that concern you. And copy to Spokes, to aid our central response

6. Edinburgh Consultations 

6.1 Spaces For People bike lanes – South area ETROs - all comments close 15 June

The Spaces for People bike lanes and traffic restrictions 
are still legally valid under temporary Orders.  In order to 
make them legally permanent (with any changes) the 
Council has introduced Experimental Traffic Orders, 
which include powers to deem them permanent (with or 
without changes) after a 6-month consultation period.

After many technical & admin problems, the full set of 
ETROs (below) has been published.  You can find some 
of the history here.  Once the final set (South) completes 
its 6-month consultation period, councillors will have to 
make final decisions on keeping the schemes.

Hopefully the decision will be to retain most or all the 
schemes, with a programme of subsequent 
improvements, notably replacing defenders with low-
cost kerb dividers, as in Holyrood Road, and with 
junction safety measures.   It would be really valuable 
for members to request such changes, either in general 
terms, or by commenting in detail on the basis of your 
local knowledge of particular schemes. 

• City Centre ETRO/21/26A – Consultation ended.  Spokes submission here.
• East ETRO/21/28A – Consultation ended.  Spokes submission here.
• West ETRO/21/30A & ETRO/21/30B –  Consultation ended. Spokes submission here.
• North ETRO/21/27B – Consultation ended. Spokes submission here
• North (Arboretum)  ETRO/23/23A – consultation ended.  No Spokes submission
• South  Consultation ends 15 June.  Affected roads are...

ETRO/21/29A – Buccleuch St, Causewayside, Craigmillar Road, Gilmerton Road, Mayfield Road, 
Old Dalkeith Road
ETRO/21/29B – Braid Road
ETRO/21/29C -  Comiston Road
ETRO/21/29D -  Meadows to Greenbank quiet route

How to comment:  note there will undoubtedly be objections so support is important
Note that the Orders do not show the cycleroutes, which is a little confusing.  Legally, all they need show is the 
waiting and loading restrictions which make the cycleroutes possible.

Normally you would respond to a Traffic Order by emailing TRO.Consultations@edinburgh.gov.uk  quoting the 
relevant ETRO reference(s) as above, and that is still possible.   However, to simplify things the Council created 
this webpage with, for each scheme, a single comment box.  All you need say is you support the schemes (if 
you do), but optionally you can then also make detailed comments on each scheme, including what 
improvements you’d like if it becomes permanent.

6.2 Currie: Safer walking & cycling links to Curriehill Station – ends 6 July 
Path and junction improvements, plus more bike - and car - parking at the station.
Consultation website, including online response form and email contact address
Drop-in at Currie Library, Monday 16 June 2-5pm

https://consultationhub.edinburgh.gov.uk/sfc/currie-walking-wheeling-cycling/
https://travellingsafely.commonplace.is/
https://www.edinburgh.gov.uk/downloads/download/15895/meadows-to-greenbank-experimental-traffic-order-etro2129d
https://www.edinburgh.gov.uk/downloads/download/15894/comiston-road-experimental-traffic-order-etro2129c
https://www.edinburgh.gov.uk/downloads/download/15893/braid-road-experimental-traffic-order-etro2129b
https://www.edinburgh.gov.uk/downloads/download/15892/south-area-experimental-traffic-order-etro2129a
https://www.edinburgh.gov.uk/downloads/download/15801/introduce-an-experimental-order---arboretum-place-edinburgh---tro2323a
http://www.spokes.org.uk/wp-content/uploads/2025/02/2502-North-TRO-21-27-Spokes-Response.pdf
https://www.edinburgh.gov.uk/downloads/download/15823/experimental-traffic-order-north-area-tro2127b
http://www.spokes.org.uk/wp-content/uploads/2024/12/2412-ETRO_21_30A-Spokes-Response_-West-Area.pdf
https://www.edinburgh.gov.uk/downloads/download/15764/tro2130b-silverknowes-area-ending-16-december-2024
https://www.edinburgh.gov.uk/downloads/download/15765/tro2130a-west-area-ending-16-december-2024
http://www.spokes.org.uk/wp-content/uploads/2024/10/2410-East-ETRO-traffic-orders-Spokes-response-1.pdf
https://www.edinburgh.gov.uk/downloads/download/15722/experimental-traffic-order-east-area-etro2128a
http://www.spokes.org.uk/wp-content/uploads/2024/08/2408-12-City-Centre-ETRO_21_26A-Spokes-Response.pdf
https://www.edinburgh.gov.uk/downloads/download/15669/introduce-an-experimental-order---city-centre-area-edinburgh---tro2126a
http://www.spokes.org.uk/documents/members-campaigning/edinburgh/edinburgh-travelling-safely-post-covid-street-schemes
https://www.edinburgh.gov.uk/public-transport/travelling-safely/2


6.3 Cammo Road ETRO/22/13 – experimental prohibition of motor vehicles  - ends 19 July

The experimental order is 
here.  How to comment is 
explained in the document 
there called ‘advert’

Update, May 2025:  Due 
to major road works on 
Craigs Road, Cammo Road 
is now open to traffic until 
around the end of the 
year, with temporary 
traffic lights at the pinch 
point where the road 
closure filter is to be. 
However, you can still 
comment on the ETRO.

6.4 Marionville Road – ends 17 August
Consultation on a range of active travel improvements, including a protected bike lane on a section of the road, 
connecting to the recently installed toucan crossing.
Consultation page, with feedback form and contact email.
Note: this will connect to major Smokey Brae improvements, including protected bike tracks, already consulted 
on. Depending on the Marionville Road consultation results, the schemes may be implemented at the same time.

7. Lothians Councils Consultations

7.1 East Lothian – Dunbar parking management – ends 16 June   Consultation site
Includes possible introduction of charging for on-street and some off-street parking spaces 

7.2 East Lothian – Open Spaces Strategy – ends 16 July   Consultation site
Future of existing and potential public open spaces and greenspaces in towns and villages across East Lothian 

8. National Consultations  [Scotland & UK, where relevant]

None relevant at present

9. Council Active Travel websites

• Edinburgh – main page: Cycling & Walking page / 
• East Lothian - main page: East Lothian on the move / AT infrastructure / 
• Midlothian – main page: Walking, cycling, horse riding / active travel map / 
• West Lothian - Enquiries and comments about new roads, footpaths, cycle routes / current projects and 

completed consultations. 
• SEStran (South East Scotland regional transport partnership) – People & Place, projects & grants /

https://sestran.gov.uk/people-and-place/
https://www.westlothian.gov.uk/article/32502/New-Road-Footpath-and-Cyclepath-Developments
https://www.westlothian.gov.uk/article/32502/New-Road-Footpath-and-Cyclepath-Developments
https://www.westlothian.gov.uk/article/77839/Enquires-about-New-Road-Footpath-and-Cyclepath-Developments
https://www.activetravelmap.co.uk/midlothian-active-travel-map//
https://www.midlothian.gov.uk/info/200226/walking_and_cycling
https://www.eastlothian.gov.uk/info/210683/strategy_and_projects
https://www.eastlothian.gov.uk/info/210566/roads_and_transport/12480/east_lothian_on_the_move/3
https://www.edinburgh.gov.uk/cycling-walking
https://eastlothianconsultations.co.uk/policy-partnerships/consultation-on-east-lothian-open-space-strategy-r/
https://eastlothianconsultations.co.uk/infrastructure/dunbar-parking-management-review/
https://www.edinburgh.gov.uk/cycling-walking-projects-1/smokey-brae-marionville-improvements/3
https://consultationhub.edinburgh.gov.uk/sfc/marionville-road-improvements/
https://www.edinburgh.gov.uk/downloads/file/36204/advert
https://www.edinburgh.gov.uk/downloads/download/15909/experimental-prohibitions-of-motor-vehicles-cammo-road-tro2213


10. Snippets
10.1  £5K - £50K active travel project grants
Government funding for active travel promotion (as opposed to infrastructure) used to go via bodies such as 
Cycling Scotland and Paths for All.  As from last year, most of it now goes direct to Regional Transport Partnerships 
(RTPs) and to Councils.
The South East Scotland RTP, SEStran, is now using some of this money to provide a new fund, the People & Place 
Community Grants Fund,  open to bids from local community groups for projects costing between £5K and £50K. 
If any Spokes member has a suitable idea and the time and commitment to follow it through, then a Spokes 
project might be possible and we could see if other members would be interested in being involved.

10.2 Bike racks at Libraries and other public buildings
Spokes member Graham Dann sent us the attached 
picture and comment about a new bike shelter at 
Newington Library.  As always, it is valuable to 
spread good news, and see if it can lead to 
something further, so we posted this on Bluesky, 
which in turn attracted an enthusiastic reply from 
someone saying the same happened at Balerno.
We followed this up by informing councillors on the 
Culture Committee, since positive feedback is always 
welcome when your postbag is mainly complaints!
Several thanked us, and Cllr Dan Heap arranged for 
the department to send us the background.
Apparently the Council Active Travel Team contacted 
libraries and some other public buildings, offering to 
install such shelters where useful. As a result, they 
were fitted at Wester Hailes, Currie, Newington and 
Portobello.   The Balerno Library one, it turns out, 
was organised separately, by a local school.
If you have a local library or other public building 
that would benefit, why not ask your councillors to 
follow this up?

10.3 Climate News
Recent weeks have seen a litany of climate impacts around the world, many only getting fleeting mention in the 
media with so much else happening to grab attention.  Whilst our own record-breaking Spring was lovely for most 
people other than gardeners and farmers, others around the world were less fortunate, including..

• over 150 dead in Nigeria floods
• 25,000 evacuated to escape Canadian wildfires 
• Blatten village in the Alps destroyed by glacier collapse
• 32 people killed in Korean wildfires
• 24 people killed and $80m crop damage from floods and storm in south central USA

Meanwhile climate risk analysis shows the dangers continuing to rise.   And a senior insurance expert, on the 
board of Allianz SE, has warned that the insurance industry, from mortgages to investments, will become unviable 
under present climate trajectories.  He says..
“Heat and water destroy capital. Flooded homes lose value. Overheated cities become uninhabitable. Entire asset 
classes are degrading in real time. …We are fast approaching temperature levels where insurers will no longer be 
able to offer coverage for many of these risks ...The math breaks down: the premiums required exceed what people 
or companies can pay.”  He cited companies already ending home insurance in California due to wildfires.

10.4 Bike Station opens on 12 June at 141 Lauriston Place
“From first bikes to lifelong journeys, we’ve spent 20+ years making cycling accessible across Edinburgh and 
beyond. Now, our new city-centre hub puts us closer to key infrastructure, communities, and the people who need 
us most. Opening hours: Thurs–Friday, 8:30am–6:30pm, Saturdays 9.30am - 5pm. Official opening party: 4th July.” 

https://www.thebikestation.org.uk/
https://www.cnbc.com/2024/02/05/what-homeowners-need-to-know-as-insurers-leave-high-risk-climate-areas.html
https://www.theguardian.com/environment/2025/apr/03/climate-crisis-on-track-to-destroy-capitalism-warns-allianz-insurer
https://www.germanwatch.org/en/93013
https://www.worldweatherattribution.org/effective-emergency-management-prevented-larger-catastrophe-after-climate-change-fueled-heavy-rains-in-central-mississippi-river-valley/
https://www.worldweatherattribution.org/climate-change-made-weather-conditions-leading-to-deadly-south-korean-wildfires-about-twice-as-likely/
https://www.independent.co.uk/climate-change/news/swiss-glacier-collapse-melting-b2761880.html
https://www.theguardian.com/world/2025/jun/01/thousands-evacuated-in-three-canadian-provinces-as-wildfires-continue
https://www.theguardian.com/environment/2025/jun/02/weather-tracker-nigeria-deadly-flooding
https://bsky.app/profile/did:plc:2ood4k4wojq5jku2zl3myqco/post/3lnmuqniqqc2p
https://sestran.gov.uk/people-and-place-community-fund/
https://sestran.gov.uk/people-and-place-community-fund/


10.5  Edinburgh Council Transport Committee (TEC) 22 May  … the discussions included ...

• A bike hire scheme is expected to begin in Edinburgh around mid-summer, using either Dott or Lime 
ebikes.   Initially it will be city centre only and will be a 2-year pilot, at no cost to the Council

• Active Travel and other Mobility Plan schemes have gone through a scoring system to give greater clarity 
on priorities and assist officers in deciding which schemes to put into bids for government active travel 
funding each year.  Cllr Jenkinson says his priority is ‘delivery’ rather than more policy-making.  A 
Conservative amendment to scrap most active travel and low traffic schemes was soundly defeated.

• Other causes of delays to active travel schemes are to be investigated, in particular delays in the Traffic 
Orders section, and lobbying the Scottish Government

The Committee Papers are here.  Note that many of the report recommendations get amendments, large or 
small, at the Committee, so the reports themselves may not be the last word on what will happen.  You can see 
our Bluesky thread of the meeting here, with some of the more relevant points by councillors, and the voting.

10.6 Wales urban area default 20mph, results 
Results from the first year of Wales’s default urban 
20mph limit are dramatic.   20’s Plenty has published 
this briefing sheet, with extensive data, but two 
highlights are...

• Lower speeds have led to 678 (28%) fewer 
casualties on 20/30mph roads in the first year of the 
national default speed limit of 20mph, compared with 
the previous year, including 10 fewer deaths
• Lower than expected vehicle damage claims have also enabled Esure Insurance Group to reduce their 
premiums for Welsh drivers.  As a result of this experience, the company is now committed to reducing policy 
prices for customers within 3 months of identifying a new 20mph area in the rest of the UK

Meanwhile the Scottish Government rejected the idea of default 20mph, meaning that councils are left with a 
huge level of bureaucracy and officer time to create extensive 20mph areas, although the government did offer to 
‘help’ councils.   When Edinburgh made the vast majority of its city roads 20mph some years ago, it involved a 
massive exercise, with traffic orders having to specify literally hundreds of roads, alleys and accesses. 

11. More & future consultations – Check council, government, and other sites
 Edinburgh consultationhub.edinburgh.gov.uk
 Edinburgh Edinburgh traffic orders
 East Lothian  www.eastlothianconsultations.co.uk
 Midlothian https://www.midlothian.gov.uk/directory/33/consultations 
 West Lothian www.westlothian.gov.uk/consultations
 Scottish Government consult.gov.scot
 Transport Scotland www.transport.gov.scot/consultations
 Scottish Parliament consultations yourviews.parliament.scot/consultation_finder
 Scottish Parliament petitions petitions.parliament.scot
 Just in case...  Transform Scotland keeps an updated page of current transport-related consultations... 

transformscotland.org.uk/whats-new/action-alerts  Check it out in case there's anything important that 
doesn't appear in the website addresses above (there often is!)

 Spokes website We have a page of particularly relevant consultations  www.spokes.org.uk/consultns

12. Keeping in touch
Remember to check out our website every so often www.spokes.org.uk
We are active on Bluesky   @spokes.org.uk  Follow us, and repost posts that you support.
If you use Facebook, please like, share, etc the Spokes Facebook page
To campaign effectively Spokes needs as many supporters as possible. If you are not already a member 
and you like what we do, go to  www.spokes.org.uk/membership.

http://www.spokes.org.uk/
https://bsky.app/profile/spokes.org.uk
https://www.20splenty.org/wales_1st_12_months
https://www.20splenty.org/
http://www.spokes.org.uk/membership
https://www.facebook.com/pages/Spokes-the-Lothian-Cycle-Campaign/169099526468801
http://www.spokes.org.uk/consultns
http://transformscotland.org.uk/whats-new/action-alerts/
https://petitions.parliament.scot/
https://yourviews.parliament.scot/consultation_finder/
http://www.transport.gov.scot/consultations
http://consult.gov.scot/
http://www.westlothian.gov.uk/consultations
https://www.midlothian.gov.uk/directory/33/consultations
http://www.eastlothianconsultations.co.uk/
https://www.edinburgh.gov.uk/roads-pavements/view-comment-traffic-orders-new/1
http://consultationhub.edinburgh.gov.uk/
https://bsky.app/profile/spokes.org.uk/post/3lprgigpozs2a
https://democracy.edinburgh.gov.uk/ieListDocuments.aspx?CId=136&MId=7247&Ver=4

