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Our main communication with Spokes members is now the electronic-only Action-Update which goes to all emailable members
“roughly monthly,” when there are enough important developments, news of forthcoming events, relevant road, traffic and planning
matters, etc. Occasionally we need the circular on paper too (e.g. to use at public meetings). We then produce Spokesworker in place
of the online-only Action-Update. Both documents also appear on our website, under the Spokesworker tab.

So, to keep in touch with events, developments & opportunities... be a Spokes member and make sure we have your email address.

BIKE NETWORK THREATENED

Under the Council’s Mobility Plan, the city’s future ‘Primary
Cycle Network’ will mainly comprise segregated bike lanes on
main roads. It was widely expected that the ‘Travelling Safely’
(covid) bike lanes would form the initial embryonic network, as
we highlighted in the 2025 Bulletin (extract here).

However, by the end of 2025 the Council will decide
whether to make the existing main-road Spaces for
Peaople routes legally permanent. Assuming so, this
will form the initial core of what the Council calls its
Primaory Cycle Network*® largely following main roads,
“the most direct, flattest, most socially safe routes”
and reflecting Transport Scotland’s ‘Active Fresway’
concept of “high quality, direct and segregated.”

Once legally permanent, a rolling programme of
improverments should follow, particularly at junctions
and replacing bollards by kerb-segregation.

However, the TRO Subcommittee must first make permanent
the existing Experimental Traffic Orders (ETROs) which enable
the bike lanes through parking and loading restrictions.

The first ETRO, for East Edinburgh, expires soon. Officers
recommended approval, but to our surprise and shock, due to
an intervention by ClIr Kevin Lang, the May 12 TRO Sub put off
a decision. Exactly the same happened at a specially-called
meeting on 7 August! The final hope to save the East lanes
(which include School Safe Routes) is at their 4 September
meeting. The West and North ETROs are also on the agenda!
Led by Edi.Bike and Spokes, 18 Edinburgh active travel groups
have written to urge councillors to approve the ETROs.
Without approval, the East order will fall — the routes, used
by commuters, school pupils and leisure cyclists, will go - and
the same will likely happen to west, north and south.

Please contact your councillors to ensure the ETROs are approved.

More info: spokes.org.uk, blog Edinburgh Groups Unite

Cargobikes in Edinburgh
with Motherload film

Spokes Public Meeting, Tues 2 Sept, 7.15-9.30
Augustine United, 41 George IV Bridge EH1 1EL
6.30 for coffee, stall, chat. NOTE: earlier than usual
Membership stall to join or renew

Social media: use HASHTAG #SpokesMtg

Programme..

¢ Motherload film (90 minutes) —a mum with 2kids, and a
global movement of people replacing cars with cargo bikes

+ 45-minute panel QA featuring:
» The Bike Station continuing the work of CargoBikeMovement

* Banzai [Bruntsfield Area Net Zero Action] - cargobike library
¢ Porty Community Energy — cargobike library

e Cycling Gardeners of Edinburgh — small business using
cargobikes as main form of transport (see photo)
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More info: spokes.org.uk, blog Cargobikes in Edinburgh

SPOKES COMP ENDS 7 SEPT

Our summer competition, My Favourite Bike Ride, closes on 7
September. Don’t miss out on one of the great prizes opposite!
And, remember, your favourite ride may inspire others to try
the same - whether it’s a leisure route, accompanying your kids
to school, or a nicer way to do the shopping — let us know!

You are allowed 2 entries, and the rules mean you can enter in
writing without being a map expert - though photos may help.

PRINCES STREET: Think again

Please remember to contact your councillors about the future
of Princes Street, as in our 31 July Action-Update. A report to
the Planning and Transport Committees comes this autumn,
and we need to convince councillors to make it imaginative,
incorporating safe and welcoming bike provision, possibly on
the lines suggested by Richard Murphy architects.

More info & drawing: spokes.org.uk, blog Princes Street

SPOKES COMPETITION PRIZES

* Museum of Scottish Railways (Bo’Ness) Family annual pass to

the extensive museum

Bo’Ness & Kinneil Steam Railway Family return ticket

« Ember Bus [takes 2 bikes] £50 bus tickets credit

 Edinburgh Bicycle £50 Edinburgh Bicycle voucher

» Camera Obscura Family ticket

» Cameo Picturehouse Tickets for 2

« Laidback Bikes Recumbent tour or cargobike hire

* Harts Cyclery One-week ebike hire

 Edinburgh Festival of Cycling Urban Arrow cargo-bike day hire

« Lanterne Rouge bike cafe, Gifford £20 voucher

« Lanterne Rouge bike cafe, Gifford Blue/white no-plastic
Africap from Sierra Leone

» Rosebean cafe or Dower House cafe £10 voucher

» Spokes £1000 voucher* towards cargo-bike purchase

+ Spokes £200 voucher* towards e-bike purchase

* Spokes Set of all 4 Spokes maps

* RUNNERS-UP Spokes map or Edinburgh map-buff
More info: spokes.org.uk blog #SpokesComp 2025
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SPOKES WEST LOTHIAN MAP

Our 2025 fully revised
West Lothian map is
at the printers, and
hopefully in shops by
late September/ early
October with a formal
launch to follow.

Many thanks to our
brilliant cartographer
Andy, the surveyors |
and all other helpers. i
And, of course, our §
‘hustlers’ who liaise |
with shops: the main
reason for our maps is
to be used, and to
encourage cycling.
Special Offer ..

The map will retail at
£7.50 but you can
order one direct from
Spokes at £7 including
delivery (offer ends 31
Oct). To order, email
office@spokes.org.uk

West Lothian
Cycle Map

A strong and durable
all-weather map specially
designed for cyclists

. Placesof Interest
Street plans ofthe main t owns
Contouwrsand hill-shading

TheLo thian Cycle Campalign

MAKING GOOD USE OF THE EXISTING MAP

We still have a few hundred of the existing West Lothian map,

and would like these to be used rather than pulped! Can you

help, for example in any of the following ways. To minimise

admin, we can only offer 10 or more maps, not single copies.

¢ For schools, clubs, etc 10+ copies free*

& Forre-sale, 10+ copies at £1 each*

+ If you live near a W Edinburgh or W Lothian bike route, try
this [sign pdf available]. It did well on Linlithgow towpath,

and brings knowledge of spokes maps to a new audience!

*For copies, contact office@spokes.org.uk. Postage will be
charged if we cannot arrange volunteer delivery or collection.

TRAM GRANTON-BIOQUARTER

The consultn begins as we go to press! It ends 17 November.
Find it at consultationhub.edinburgh.gov.uk

Drop-in sessions are listed on Sept 2,8,10,15,16,29 & 1 Oct.
Highlights and lowlights, from a quick initial look

O Roseburn option — Walk/cycle path 3-4m wide, except 2.1m
at Telford Bridge. Tram single-track Roseburn-Craigleith.
Investigating battery operation. Trees removed up to 3m
from tramline. New green spaces, 2 for 1 tree replacement.

O Orchard Brae option — No cycle facilities, existing removed

O North Bridge to Clerk St — Bike lanes removed, no bus gate
so traffic retained, though reduced to 3 lanes; High quality
segregated bike lanes on adjacent route as part of project

O Old Dalkeith Rd — improved bike provision as part of project

O Beyond Bioquarter — working with other councils to extend
to possibly QMU, Musselburgh station, Shawfair station

It is early days in the consultn, but we welcome any comments
BACKGROUND at spokes.org.uk

O Spokes June 2024 public meeting: see blog 8.6.24

O Spokes position in 2024: see blog 21.5.24

O Spokes tram pages: go to documents : public transport : tram

UK POLICIES

Please email your MP. Find them at members.parliament.uk

Speed Camera Revenues

The revenue from speed (and red light) camera fines goes to
the UK Treasury, not Police Scotland. This is a big disincentive
to effective enforcement as more cameras mean more costs
for the police, but no additional income. It is an important
reason why complaints to the police about speeding, and
related concerns about child safety, often bring minimal action.
Now Living Streets Edinburgh has written to relevant Scottish
Ministers, and to Secretary of State for Scotland lan Murray
MP, asking for the rules to change. He is raising this with the
UK Transport Minister but continued, wider pressure will help.

Road User Charging + Fuel Duty

With chancellor Rachel Reeves needing cash in her autumn
budget, ending the fuel duty freeze is long overdue. Alistair
Darling was the last chancellor to raise it, 15 years ago! It is
now a third lower in real terms, a vast £130bn loss (so far),
quite apart from a big disincentive to active & public transport.

Introducing some form of Road Pricing is also vital, since EVs
will make motoring yet cheaper. The demise of fossil vehicles
will otherwise also mean general taxpayers, including non-car
users, having to make up a loss of some £30bn a year by 2040.
These issues are superbly outlined in this Guardian article ..

www.theguardian.com/commentisfree/2025/aug/14/fuel-duty-
rachel-reeves-uk-chancellor-motorists

LOCAL: NEED TO KNOW

Cyclist injury protest

Three cyclists were injured in Edinburgh in separate crashes in
the week of 18 August. Edinburgh Critical Mass organised a
protest ride, recorded in a video at youtu.be/yPUMatRhX1U
Bike Station volunteering

Now at its new site in Tollcross the Bike Station is seeking new
volunteers — see thebikestation.org.uk, blog 6 August

« Shop volunteers — customer service, support & sales

< CargoBike Riders — transport between Gorgie & Tollcross

« Fix your bike — helping people who come to DIY sessions

As a volunteer, you get support, experience & other benefits.
More info: email jamie.henderson@thebikestation.org.uk.

Merchiston Community Council & Polwarth Junction

MCC has been working with Edinburgh City to make the
junction safer and more attractive. See the options and how to
respond at merchistoncc.org.uk.

WHAT YOU CAN DO

+ To follow up any Edinburgh issues from this
SpokesWorker, go to edinburgh.gov.uk then Council &
Committees, then Find Your Councillor.

« For other councils, MPs & MSPs use writetothem.com.

« For council & govt consultns see spokes.org.uk/consultns
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