Spokes Action-Update 1.12.25

spokes.org.uk St Martins Centre, 232 Dalry Road EH11 2)JG  0131.313.2114 bluesky: @spokes.org.uk

0. Finding your councillors

In Edinburgh, find your ward & councillors by typing your postcode on this page [or edinburgh.gov.uk : Council &
Committees : Find your Councillor]. Everyone has either 3 or 4 councillors, usually from assorted parties. For any
Council, and to find MSPs, you can use writetothem.com.

1. Princes Street (interim) success

Spokes has had a major success in our seemingly interminable campaign for bike lanes, and more pedestrian
space, on Princes Street. If you emailed councillors when we suggested, thank you!

Eventual success is still very far from certain, but the Planning Committee, by 9 votes to 4, rejected a draft strategy
for Princes Street and the Waverley Valley which would have ruled out bike lanes and wider footways completely.
This is highly significant, as it is very unusual for councillors to ask officers to go away and have a complete rethink
on a major draft strategy document. The Spokes written deputation to the Committee is here.

Last winter the Council had consulted on an earlier version of the draft strategy. The proposals were described as
lacking ambition and imagination by the New Town and West End community councils and by internationally
renowned Edinburgh-based Richard Murphy architects. Nor did they go anywhere near the recommendations of
the Council’'s commissioned report by internationally-renowned urban designer Jan Gehl, way back in 2010, who
identified “cycle and pedestrian priority” and reduced vehicle presence as “essential” for Princes Street to achieve
its “huge potential.” Indeed, the Council’s own consultation strategy (on page 15) admitted that it could be more
aspirational! We reported on the consultation here: “Think Again, Edinburgh.”

Spokes contacted Richard Murphy, who met with us and, as a result, worked up their ideas in more detail, with
information provided by Spokes about how cycling is treated in other cities. The Murphy proposals (website &
video mockup; full report) of course cover the entire area, including the Gardens and the Valley, but in terms of
transport the crux is to reduce traffic lanes from 4 to 2, with buses and tram sharing the same carriageway, and
other traffic removed — thus providing space for wider footways and largely-segregated bike lanes.

In Murphy’s proposal, cycleroutes would be kerb- |
separated from the tram, and by a small hedge ; :
from the pedestrian area. His proposals require
bus-stop bays, with buses crossing the bike lane —
not ideal, but only involving Lothian Buses drivers
(who receive bike awareness training).

Murphy’s ideas include re-thinking taxi and national
bus through-traffic, and loading access points, soas : T
jco ena!ole a hlgh—quallty publllc realmiln the %’
incredible setting of Scotland's premier street. s ey . & )
It was clear from the Planning Committee Graphic from the Richard Murphy proposals
discussion (see our Bluesky thread) that Murphy’s ideas strongly influenced councillors to realise that something
more imaginative than the existing draft strategy is possible. The Lib Dems had put forward an amendment to
not adopt the strategy and for officers “to convene an elected member/ officer/ stakeholder workshop that brings
together those with transport, culture, heritage and placemaking expertise so a more ambitious and exciting
strategy can be brought forward for approval.” This was supported by Greens and SNP, outvoting the Tories who
wanted the existing strategy, and Labour who sought a compromise.

7

The result surprised many, including ourselves and very likely the planning officers. We particularly thank
councillors Osler and Lang (who we have not always praised!) for their vision and their successful amendment.

Subsequently, Convener Joan Griffiths confirmed: “We’re committed to taking forward a workshop to progress the
strategy to allow us to realise the city’s aspirations for Princes Street and come back to committee in late 2026.”

The Cockburn Association followed up with a call for ‘long term vision,” pointing out that the climate emergency
necessitates “reduced traffic dominance, prioritisation of walking and cycling, and climate-resilient design.”

WHAT YOU CAN DO

* Contact your councillors with your thoughts on the future of Princes Street, and what it means to you
* Ask that Spokes is included as one of the stakeholders in the forthcoming discussions.


http://www.spokes.org.uk/
https://www.cockburnassociation.org.uk/news/princes-street-at-a-crossroads/
https://www.edinburghnews.scotsman.com/news/edinburgh-princes-street-summit-called-to-draw-up-vision-after-council-strategy-rejected-as-dull-5407775
http://www.spokes.org.uk/2025/08/edinburgh-groups-unite-to-save-bike-network/
http://www.spokes.org.uk/wp-content/uploads/2025/11/251112-Supplement-Motions-and-Amendments-12112025-1400-Planning-Committee-1.pdf
https://bsky.app/profile/did:plc:2ood4k4wojq5jku2zl3myqco/post/3m5h26ayvh22s
https://www.richardmurphyarchitects.com/uploads/itemUploads/8131/A%20Vision%20for%20Princes%20Street%20by%20Richard%20Murphy%20Architects.pdf
https://www.richardmurphyarchitects.com/Princes-Street-Gardens-Edinburgh-Open-Consultation
https://www.richardmurphyarchitects.com/Princes-Street-Gardens-Edinburgh-Open-Consultation
http://www.spokes.org.uk/2025/07/princes-street-future/
http://www.spokes.org.uk/wp-content/uploads/2024/11/2411-PSWVStrategy-consultn-document.pdf
http://www.spokes.org.uk/wp-content/uploads/2020/06/Edinburgh_Revisited_4_Public_Space_Public_Life_-_4_-_Recommendations.pdf
https://www.ntbcc.org.uk/here2/wp-content/uploads/2025/02/NTBCCOTCCWECC-Response-to-PrinceStWaverleyConsult-2025-02-20.pdf
http://www.spokes.org.uk/wp-content/uploads/2025/11/251112-CEC-PLANNING-COMMITTEE-SPOKES-Deputation-princes-st.pdf
http://www.spokes.org.uk/wp-content/uploads/2025/11/251112-Non-Statutory-Planning-Guidance-Finalised-Princes-Street-and-Waverley-Valley-Strategy.pdf
http://www.spokes.org.uk/wp-content/uploads/2025/11/251112-Non-Statutory-Planning-Guidance-Finalised-Princes-Street-and-Waverley-Valley-Strategy.pdf
http://www.writetothem.com/
https://www.edinburgh.gov.uk/
https://democracy.edinburgh.gov.uk/mgMemberIndex.aspx?bcr=1
https://bsky.app/profile/spokes.org.uk

2. Tram Consultation — Spokes response

Spokes made a highly detailed and considered response to the recent consultation on extending the tram to
Granton and the Bioquarter/ Infirmary (website article; full response).

Our submission was praised by Edi.Bike who called it “fantastically detailed and comprehensive.” Our thanks
to Spokes Planning Group, members of which spent many hours checking the entire proposed route both on the
ground and online, with a great deal of debate and version revisions.

Our submission covers many points, but three major issues (concerns and opportunities!) are..

* Great concern over cycling safety in the Bridges corridor. We put forward a range of ameliorative or
alternative measures, including single-line working, one-way tram (with Pleasance/Market Street the
other way), tramlines on one side of the road with a cycleroute on the other, a bus gate/traffic filter; or
choosing one of the other routes which are still seen by the Council as possible future options, such as
Morrison Street and the Meadows (an option also favoured by Edinburgh World Heritage)

*  We urge dropping North Bridge tram stop and replacing it by two stops — at Waverley Steps to serve east
Princes Street and the rail station, and at the North Bridge arcade, to serve the Old Town and again the rail
station. There are multiple reasons for this suggestion, in addition to a major cycling safety aspect

o)

* There is a massive opportunity to P\
incorporate an active travel bridge \
over the mainline railway, linking
North Edinburgh Network to the
new Roseburn to Fountainbridge
path without long ramps down to
road level and up again. This would
be a truly transformative addition
to the city’s offroad network.

Our drawing shows the tram (red)
ramping up to the A8 crossing, with
the active travel path in orange.
The yellow dotted ramps are
probably not needed, since most
users would stay at high level, and
those needing local access could
ascend either at Roseburn or at the
existing new Sauchiebank ramp.

Member feedback

* In our October Action-Update we gave a link to the draft of our response and asked for comments. Given
how momentous an issue this is, we were really surprised how little feedback we received. This we take
to mean that most members are broadly supportive of our approach, to point out the plusses and
minuses of each aspect, and propose how dangers can be minimised and opportunities grasped.

*  We received two very unhappy responses (including one resignation) from members who wanted Spokes
to strongly oppose the Roseburn corridor option rather than just pointing out the pluses and minuses of
the Roseburn and Orchard Brae alternatives. Conversely we had two or three compliments on our
balanced and comprehensive approach. Only one person sent in detailed points, and these added to our
existing concerns over cycling issues on the Bridges route, pointing out that any alternatives such as the
planned Meadows to George Street route were of no help to people who live, shop or work locally.

What happens next?

* Areport on the consultation is not expected until mid 2026 or later, given the massive response. If the
Council then decides to continue, detailed plans will be drawn up, followed by a further consultation.

* The current consultation was on the outline of the plans (including whether to use the Roseburn or
Orchard Brae option). The finer details (e.g. how cycling will be treated in the onroad sections, or how
tramline crossings offroad or onroad will be designed) should appear in the next stage, if that goes ahead.

*  Only after that would funding be sought for project construction. Depending on the outcome of the
Holyrood elections, this could be government funding, or it could be private finance of some sort.

* ltis clear from the above that, if the tram goes ahead, and funding is found, work on the ground is unlikely
to start for a minimum of 2 years from now, probably more.

*  Whilst the consultation is now over, it’s good to let councillors know on what you think should happen!


http://www.spokes.org.uk/2025/11/tram-granton-to-bioquarter-spokes-response/
http://www.spokes.org.uk/wp-content/uploads/2025/10/2510-15-action-update.pdf
https://ewh.org.uk/our-comments-on-the-north-south-tram-extension/
http://www.spokes.org.uk/wp-content/uploads/2025/11/2511-CEC-tram-G-B-Spokes-FINAL.pdf

3. Spokes Competition 2025: My Favourite Bike Ride

As always, there were some great entries to our
summer 2025 competition. Indeed, we were so
pleased that we’re using selected entries to produce a
new edition of our popular ‘Favourite Rides’ booklet.
We expect the new edition to be out by Spring 2026.

As expected, most entries were recreational rides, but
we were delighted to get several utility rides, mainly
commuting and one school bike-bus. They were often
favourites because of the pure pleasure of being able
to do a regular journey by bike rather than car, or to
help cope with stressful times at work.

We were also pleased to get entries from all 3 of the
Lothians council areas — and we also received some
really stunning photos.

There's a full report on our website here, and the full In our last Action-Update we asked if you recogmsed this

set of entries is here (SMB pdf). picture, from our top prizewinner? It's part of the mural in
Colinton Tunnel, featuring Robert Louis Stevenson, whose

Many thanks to everyone who made the competition OUIS
poem From a Railway Carriage inspired the mural.

possible, including our two external judges Mike Lewis
of the Cycling-Edinburgh rides website and Ewen Maclean of Blackford Safe Routes - and especially you if you
entered. Big thanks again to Mike, and also to David Gardiner of Laidback Bikes, who are doing the bulk of the
work in producing our forthcoming new My Favourite Bike Ride booklet.

Super photo of Colinton Tunnel by top prizewinner, Parson's Green BikeBus, Donald Tainsh, Fave Livi
Gregor Steele, in his Quietly to the City entry Elaine Appleby, 2nd prize Rides, receives his (3rd) prize
from Kirsteen Sullivan MP

4. Dates for your diary

* Mar 16, 2026 - Spokes public meeting, Hustings for the May Holyrood election, joint with Cycling UK.
Further details to follow in January, but save the date now! Spokes has been involved with Cycling
Scotland and other groups developing a shared manifesto for the elections now signed by around 60
Scottish groups involved in active travel. Full details here.

e Also There are current consultations, each with their own closing date — see sections 7-9 below.

REGULAR EVENTS [please check before attending, in case of any changes]

Tuesdays 5-6.15pm UK cycle campaigners ‘Active Travel Cafe’ via zoom. News, speakers & discussion

Tuesdays & Thursdays Edinburgh Dawn Patrol Markus Stitz, founder of BikePacking Scotland, runs regular
early-morning rides, leaving at 5.40am from the western gate of St Andrew Square, and ending at Wellington
Coffee. Rides likely to be around 20 miles, e.g. a circular route encompassing Musselburgh at the far end.

Wednesdays 3pm-9pm Bike Kitchen Fix your bike with help from qualified volunteers at Edinburgh Tool Library
Thursdays 5-8pm Bike DIY repair at the Wee Spoke Hub [tools and advice provided; book in advance]

Fridays 1-3pm First Fri of month (but Jan 9) Easy rides from Bridgend Farmhouse. admin@bridgendfarmhouse.org.uk

Saturday 2pm — last Sat every month except December — Critical Mass community fun ride, also making a point.



http://www.spokes.org.uk/rides/spokes-favourite-cycle-rides-booklet/
https://laid-back-bikes.scot/
https://bsky.app/profile/laidbackbikes.bsky.social
https://blackfordsaferoutes.co.uk/
https://www.cycling-edinburgh.org.uk/
https://edinburghcriticalmass.wordpress.com/
mailto:admin@bridgendfarmhouse.org.uk
https://www.eventbrite.co.uk/e/bike-diy-session-do-it-yourself-tickets-1254742090369
https://edinburghtoollibrary.org.uk/
https://edinburghtoollibrary.org.uk/charitable-programmes/tooligan-initiatives/cycle-kitchen/
https://bikepackingscotland.com/
https://click.pstmrk.it/3s/www.komoot.com%2Ftour%2F1841057049/X83j/rr65AQ/AQ/7000f3da-ddef-4701-98e9-0710b79b6707/43/LqlmA_LmzY
https://www.activetravelcafe.org.uk/
https://cycling.scot/news/50-organisations-say-get-more-people-walking-wheeling-and-cycling-2026-election-manifesto
http://www.spokes.org.uk/wp-content/uploads/2025/10/2025-comp-in-order-for-web-150dpi.pdf
http://www.spokes.org.uk/2025/10/my-favourite-bike-ride-spokescomp-results/
http://www.spokes.org.uk/2025/09/spokescomp-2025-my-favourite-bike-ride/

5. Christmas ideas !

SPRKES West Lothian Cycle Map

5.1 Spokes Maps! iy
How would you like to give your friends or relations a Xmas present which is “really West Lothian
brilliant,” “a beautiful piece of work,” and “can’t be spoken highly enough of” ? C y C [ e M a p

Well — that’s what people say about Spokes Maps!! Need we say more?

Getting your copy/copies

* Single copies available at most good bike or book shops, or from Spokes, cost
£7.50 each for Edinburgh or West Lothian, and £6.95 for Mid or East Lothian

* Buy 6 or more copies at £5 each
(Ed/WL) or £4.60 (ML/EL) — for your

six favourite friends or relations; or iz'a:::,.%n’:ﬂ:;m,
share an order with workmates/ Tl

friends/relations
* See here for more info and how to order from Spokes.

5.2 Xmas tree cargo-bike delivery

If buying a Christmas tree, check out TreeWorks who will arrange

¥ cargobike delivery by the Cycling Gardeners of Edinburgh to central
Edinburgh addresses. Our bluesky post of this proved very popular -
: please pass it on!

6. SUVs

The damage and danger resulting from the proliferation of SUVs and other heavier and ever-higher-fronted cars,
already a widespread cause of concern to active and sustainable transport organisations such as ourselves, is
now being increasingly highlighted in academic and medical reports. Authors are also calling for more action by
councils and by governments.

* British Medical Journal editorial - Reducing the
harms from ever larger cars. Health harms
include worse injuries to cyclists and pedestrians
in crashes, reduced visibility of children (and
bollards — see picture!), increased pollution
from tyre wear, and more potholes and road
surface damage.

* Professor of Transport & Health, Adrian Davis
of Napier University -The Harms of SUV Use in
Scottish Cities In this paper for Transform
Scotland, as well as the health problems, Prof e
Davis points out the negatives for climate, for =\

. . . Land Rover = = T
social equity and for local authority road o

Defender ' L,// |
maintenance costs. - 'fol"f/‘] 4.5 year old child (1.1m)

*  What you can do.. Contact your MP for changes
to national road tax policies to take account of
this, and your local councillors for variable
parking charges depending on vehicle size/weight. The above BMIJ article reports this...

[NB the numbers in this quote are references which you can click]. The UK currently has some of the lowest tax
charges on large cars in Europe, and reforms to vehicle excise duty could also create stronger incentives
for smaller cars.14 For instance, a BMW X5 has an acquisition tax of £3200 in the UK versus £66 000 in
France, and it is therefore unsurprising that sales of the largest SUVs are four times higher in the UK than
in France.15. ...In Paris, which has variable parking fees, authorities report a large decrease in SUVs
parked on streets.13. And in the UK, Cardiff City has recently been announced higher parking fees. 11 12

Market Street at Waverley Station. A typical concrete
bollard and a fashionably high bonnet - any connection?

The higher the bonnet, the bigger the blind spot, and the
fewer children the driver sees [from Adrian Davis paper]


https://transform.scot/2025/11/20/too-big-for-our-streets-the-harms-of-suv-use-in-scottish-cities/
https://transform.scot/2025/11/20/too-big-for-our-streets-the-harms-of-suv-use-in-scottish-cities/
https://transform.scot/wp-content/uploads/2025/11/Harms-of-SUV-use-in-Scotland.pdf
https://transform.scot/wp-content/uploads/2025/11/Harms-of-SUV-use-in-Scotland.pdf
https://www.bmj.com/content/391/bmj.r2162.full
https://www.bmj.com/content/391/bmj.r2162.full
https://www.bmj.com/content/391/bmj.r2162.full#ref-12
https://www.bmj.com/content/391/bmj.r2162.full#ref-11
https://www.bmj.com/content/391/bmj.r2162.full#ref-13
https://www.bmj.com/content/391/bmj.r2162.full#ref-15
https://www.bmj.com/content/391/bmj.r2162.full#ref-14
https://bsky.app/profile/did:plc:2ood4k4wojq5jku2zl3myqco/post/3m6en7j3my22j
https://www.tollcrosstreeworks.com/
http://www.spokes.org.uk/spokes-maps/
http://www.spokes.org.uk/spokes-maps/#Feedback

7. Spokes news & help needed

7.1 Edinburgh Accessibility Commission — volunteer needed

Spokes has a place on the Commission, which “provides independent advice to the Council on the challenges,
opportunities and actions required to ensure the city’s public streets and spaces are as accessible as possible to
disabled people.” \We now need a new person to represent Spokes — preferably someone with personal
experience or knowledge of the issues concerned. Please contact us [spokes @spokes.org.uk] if interested.

7.2 Spokes - SCIO
Spokes is considering becoming a SCIO. If anyone has suggestions for possible trustees, please get in touch.

We envisage the day-to-day operation of Spokes, with working groups, continuing to operate much as at present,
but the SCIO umbrella would help with long-term issues such as succession, give increased credibility, and have
some financial advantages. We anticipate the trustees would probably normally only need to meet 2 or 3 times
a year, either online or in person.

7.3 Spokes Working Groups — please volunteer
Most Spokes activity happens through working groups which meet roughly monthly online.

Please do get in touch if you'd like to try joining Planning or Resources, our two most central groups. Both meet
online roughly monthly and have well-used email lists to keep in touch with ongoing issues between meetings.
At meetings, don’t be shy to butt in with your thoughts or asking anything that is unclear; groups are friendly and
everyone starts by not really knowing what is going on!

Don’t feel you don’t know enough — it is by doing that you learn - and you would normally share with other
members. For example, on responding to a consultation in Planning Group, someone might draw up initial ideas,
others could then comment and perhaps add useful references, leading to a final complete response. Ot if you
are helping at a Resources Group stall at a community event, you’d not be alone.

7.4 Spokes support for Bike Station cargobike project

Following our cargobike/Motherload public meeting, Spokes has granted £1500 to the Bike Station for
preparatory work on a scheme to support and encourage new and existing locally-based active-travel /cargobike
hubs, such as Porty Community Energy. Following an initial report, the Bike Station will use the report to apply
to SEStran for substantial funding to set up a central service which would also assist local hubs with issues such as
fleet maintenance, insurance (few companies offer this) and storage. More info from lan: imaxwell@gn.apc.org.

7.5 November traffic count

As always, many thanks to our volunteers, including organiser Guy, who conducted our biannual traffic count, on
11 November. Unfortunately the weather was far from ideal, with wet forecast and a massive downpour at
lunchtime time. Despite that, morning results were very similar to last year, but few people apart from delivery
cyclists ventured out on bikes at lunchtime — and in fact ‘other vehicles’ (which include taxis!) rose considerably.

There’s a report on our website here.

7.6 Path temporary closures and obstructions

Spokes Planning Group has recently had to spend considerable effort tackling path closures which are
implemented with inadequate or no warning, and/or do not provide adequate, or any, alternatives. Some of
these are on major cycle and pedestrian routes, causing considerable trouble for users, especially when people
only discover the problem when they encounter a closure which has not been signed in advance, and/or where
no safe diversion is provided and signed.

Recent examples include..

* Ferry Road path on North Edinburgh Network See thread above this post.

* St Marks path, connecting south from the Warriston path See thread above this post
* Quiet Route QR8 at Edinburgh Park ... See thread above this post

[continued on next page]


https://bsky.app/profile/spokes.org.uk/post/3m67qgpe7bs23
https://bsky.app/profile/spokes.org.uk/post/3m62lff7xos26
https://bsky.app/profile/spokes.org.uk/post/3m6p7xi7gqs2v
http://www.spokes.org.uk/2025/11/nov-2025-rainy-day-traffic-count/
mailto:imaxwell@gn.apc.org
https://sestran.gov.uk/
https://www.thebikestation.org.uk/
http://www.spokes.org.uk/2025/09/cargobikes-in-edinburgh-spokesmtg-report/
http://www.spokes.org.uk/consultns/
https://www.oscr.org.uk/managing-a-charity/responsibilities-of-scios-and-other-legal-forms/
https://www.edinburgh.gov.uk/strategy-performance-research/edinburgh-accessibility-commission

As an example of the difficulties caused, here’s part of an email one affected member sent to her councillors...

My family and | cycle along St Mark's Path on an almost daily basis. We live close to the McDonald Rd Fire
Station. We haven't owned a car for 2.5 years; ours was stolen and we chose not to replace it. A significant
factor in being able to remain car-free, with three very active school aged children, is the fantastic safe
cycling routes we have in North Edinburgh, all of which we access via St Mark's Path. These paths open up
safe travel routes to the kids' football club (Spartans FC at Ainslie Park), where they train and play three
times per week, as well as many of their home pitches - Arboretum, Broughton HS, Wardie Playing Fields,
Craigroyston HS etc. St Mark's Path also makes my cycle to work as a nurse at the WGH much safer than
going through Canonmills, Stockbridge etc.

Some members of Spokes Planning Group are well up with relevant regulations, and can often achieve some
improvement. However, this occupies a considerable amount of voluntary time —and many path users will
already have been inconvenienced, or worse, by the time any changes are made.

If you have been inconvenienced by one or more of the above closures please consider contacting your
councillors. Ask for procedures to be put in place to ensure that temporary closures are only used when
essential, and then are accompanied by safe diversions and by signs at the closure point at least a week in
advance. Such precautions happen for road closures, and it should be the same for major active travel paths.

Here's the letter that Robert from our Planning Group sent in connection with the initial Ferry Road path closure —
resulting in a fence being used to narrow the path during the works, rather than it being closed altogether.

I'm writing regarding the closure of the Ferry Road Path between Leonardo and Morrisons in TTRO TEMP/25/148 from
today 21st November until 16th January 2026.

As I'm sure you know, this path forms an important Active Travel connection in the north of Edinburgh, being
Quietroutell and a protected Core Path. It is estimated to have 300-500 daily cycle trips (NPT Scotland), along with
many more pedestrian journeys. Usage typically peaks 8-9am and 3-5pm.

Being an offroad path, it is relied on by many users who are not comfortable or experienced cycling on a main road,
including families and children.

Risk
The safety measures for these works appear surmountable and should not require a full closure.

The fence erection works are similar to works conducted by the council in the past, such as tree felling works. I've
attached an example on the Coltbridge Viaduct from 2020.

The diversion across the Crewe Toll Roundabout is extremely busy with motor vehicles and surely presents a greater
dangerous to cyclists otherwise using an offroad path. Will this diversion be signed and made suitably safe? | note the
requirements in the NRSWA Red Book to ensure diversions are risk assessed for all users.

Amenity
We are also concerned by the duration of this closure and the lack of notice.

It is disappointing that the closure was only signed on Wednesday, less than 48 hours before coming into effect, for
what are clearly long planned works.

TTROs are advised by the council to be submitted 30 working days in advance for adequate process, and we would
expect at least a weeks notice.

Advance signage should be placed to warn users of the closure, such as the attached example from Holyrood Park. The
closure can be included within the weekly Edi.bike cycling newsletter on Monday.

The 8 week duration of the closure appears very onerous. Works extends over the Christmas period when no work will
likely be taking place.

Additionally, we would expect works on such a busy route to be limited to outside of peaks hours. For example, recent
Union Canal path closures were limited to 9:30am-3:30pm, with a member of staff present to assist disabled access.

Will it be possible to reopen the path during peaks hours and the Christmas period?

Statute
I note the Department of Transport TSM Chapter 8, repeated in the councils own factsheet, state:

D3.32.17 Wherever possible, access should be maintained for cyclists in both directions throughout the period
of road works, avoiding more hazardous diversions. Where possible, a segregated cycle lane or route away from
the carriageway should be provided particularly on dual carriageways or multi-lane roads.

D3.32.18 When cycle routes, and other facilities for the exclusive use of cyclists and pedestrians, are affected
by the road works the changes should be clearly signed well in advance of the road works.

D3.32.19 Where there is cycle provision, such as cycle lanes or tracks, efforts should be made to keep these
open or to provide an acceptable alternative during the road works.


http://www.spokes.org.uk/wp-content/uploads/2021/10/1905-Council-factsheet-based-on-current-law-Access-for-People-on-Bikes-Guidance.pdf
https://npt.scot/#/rnet:scenario=bicycle&type=quietest/%2314.46/55.97348/-3.21755
https://www.edinburgh.gov.uk/downloads/file/38417/temp-25-148

Please respond as an individual to all consultations that concern you. And copy to Spokes, to aid our central
response. We’d also appreciate volunteers to do an initial draft Spokes response to consultations. Whilst someone
in Planning Group usually takes this on for location-specific consultations, it is harder to get contributors for the
more general consultations such as the City Plan (7.3 below) or the draft Scotland Climate Change Plan (8.1).

8. Edinburgh Consultations

Unusually, this month there are no relevant Lothians consultations of which we are aware

8.1 Dundee Street Fountainbridge Active Travel Project — ends 12 January Consultation site

Major proposals for segregated cycling along Dundee Street & Fountainbridge, and connecting Telfer Subway
(and the new Roseburn link) to the canal towpath. Part of the idea of the project is that by providing safer
cycling conditions the pressure on the inner section of the towpath will be reduced (although cycling will remain
permitted on the towpath).

Please reply to the consultation; and send Spokes anything you’d like included in our response.

9.2 Barnton Connections (Maybury & Whitehouse Roads) — ends 26 January Consultation site

Segregated bike lanes along parts of Maybury Rd and Whitehouse Rd, including crossing Barnton junction

8.3 City Plan 2040 — ends 23 January Consultation site

This is the first stage in a very long process leading to the 2040 City Plan — it is seeking ideas and evidence rather
than having a draft document yet. For more info, or to send an email rather than the online form, use
cityplan2040@edinburgh.gov.uk. There have been a series of drop-ins, the final one being at Cameron Toll
Shopping Centre on 17 Jan, 11:30-14:30.

8.4 Silverknowes Road ETRO/21/30C — ends 12 January Consultation site — ends 10 February

This experimental order provides the legal basis for parking/waiting restrictions which enable the cycleroute to
exist along Silverknowes Road (thus the map shows only the restrictions, not the cycle lane). Note that although
the scheme is in place now, it is experimental, and could be removed if there is strong opposition and/or the
council deems it unsuccessful. So supportive comments are very important from people who use it. To
comment, use the contact details on this page and remember to quote the ETRO number above. A map and
‘statement of reasons’ for the scheme can be found here (see the drop-down menu in left column).

8.5 Cameron Toll Centre redesign (25/06138/PAN) — comments by 13 February

This is a formal consultation by developers, the results of which must be taken into account when they prepare
their detailed planning application. At the current consultation atage comments are made to the developer, not
to the Council (although your own councillors may be interested in your comments to the developer).

The proposal is to “provide mixed use development comprising retail, commercial and public realm, with other
uses potentially including residential, student accommodation, later living accommodation, hotel and office space
along with associated landscaping and infrastructure.” There will be two staffed drop-ins at the shopping centre
central mall (6 Lady Road EH16 5PB)

* Mon 15 Dec, 2-7pm
* Thu5Feb, 2-7pm
* Comments and queries in advance to: colin.j.smith@cbre.com

We have not yet seen any plans online, but the developers have been talking to the press and say they aim to
make the development ‘tram ready’ and also able to form a transport hub if the south suburban rail line reopens.
Encouragingly, they also say the Centre “needs to move away from just being a building dropped into the middle
of a sea of parking to become a genuine commercial centre fit for purpose for the city’s south and east areas.”
The Braid Burn, which currently runs in a culvert, may be reopened as part of the scheme.

Obviously this is an area where quality bike connections are vital, both to connect the centre to surrounding
housing and being next to the bike route to the Infirmary. The development could make a big positive
contribution to local cycling, with safe and welcoming routes — or it could make conditions even worse than now,
especially since tramline dangers also have to be avoided should the tram go ahead here. We'd appreciate local
members contacting the developers with points of concern and asking what are the intentions.


https://consultation.appyway.com/edinburgh-city/order/3589e7b1-deab-4d3a-b327-4ef16e902cf2
https://theedinburghreporter.co.uk/2025/11/cameron-toll-to-be-made-tram-ready/
mailto:colin.j.smith@cbre.com
https://consultation.appyway.com/edinburgh-city/order/3589e7b1-deab-4d3a-b327-4ef16e902cf2
https://www.edinburgh.gov.uk/roads-pavements/view-comment-traffic-orders-new/4
mailto:cityplan2040@edinburgh.gov.uk
https://consultationhub.edinburgh.gov.uk/sfc/place/
https://consultationhub.edinburgh.gov.uk/sfc/barnton-connections/
https://consultationhub.edinburgh.gov.uk/sfc/dundee-street-fountainbridge-active-travel/

9. National Consultations

9.1 Climate Change Plan 2026-2040 Consultation site — closes 29 January

“The draft Climate Change Plan includes the policies and proposals that Scotland needs to end our contribution to
increasing global emissions and deliver real benefits for people across Scotland — warmer homes, better air
quality, and the health benefits of active travel — to support people in our communities to live longer, healthier,
more fulfilling lives.”

9.2 Penalty Charge Notice (PCN) Levels for Decriminalised Parking Enforcement Consultation
site — closes 30 January

Many Councils in Scotland (including Edinburgh) have introduced “decriminalised parking enforcement” (DPE),
which enables them to administer their own parking penalty charge schemes to encourage compliance with on-
street parking controls [previously this was handled by the police, who often had little time for enforcement].

The consultation states that “parking has become a contentious issue across our towns and cities as we seek to
improve the country’s health and encourage active travel whilst making our streets more accessible for all. For
enforcement to be effective, penalty charges for parking infringements need to be set at an appropriate level. “

This consultation is about what guidance the government should give to councils about what level of penalties to
apply — the maximum was raised to £100 (reduced to £50 if paid in 14 days in 2023.

The consultation asks: should the level be kept at £100, or raised to £120, or should Councils be left to set their
own levels without government guidance?

10. Local councils - Active Travel websites
* Edinburgh — main page: Cycling & Walking page

* East Lothian - main page: East Lothian on the move / AT infrastructure

* Midlothian — main page: Walking, cycling, horse riding / active travel map

* West Lothian - Enquiries and comments about new roads, footpaths, cycle routes / current projects and
completed consultations.

* SEStran (South East Scotland regional transport partnership) — People & Place, projects & grants

11. More & future consultations - check council, government, and other sites

Edinburgh consultationhub.edinburgh.gov.uk

Edinburgh Edinburgh traffic orders

East Lothian www.eastlothianconsultations.co.uk

Midlothian https://www.midlothian.gov.uk/directory/33/consultations

West Lothian www.westlothian.gov.uk/consultations

Scottish Government consult.gov.scot

Transport Scotland www.transport.gov.scot/consultations

Scottish Parliament consultations yourviews.parliament.scot/consultation finder

Scottish Parliament petitions petitions.parliament.scot

Just in case... Transform Scotland keeps an updated page of current transport-related consultations...
transformscotland.org.uk/whats-new/action-alerts Check it out in case there's anything important that
doesn't appear in the website addresses above (there often is!)

& Spokes website We have a page of particularly relevant consultations www.spokes.org.uk/consultns
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12. Keeping in touch

iz Remember to check out our website every so often www.spokes.org.uk

7 We are active on Bluesky @spokes.org.uk Follow us, and repost posts that you support.

77 If you use Facebook, please like, share, etc the Spokes Facebook page

% To campaign effectively Spokes needs as many supporters as possible. If you are not already a member
and you like what we do, go to www.spokes.org.uk/membership.



https://www.transport.gov.scot/consultation/penalty-charge-notice-pcn-levels-for-decriminalised-parking-enforcement/
https://www.transport.gov.scot/consultation/penalty-charge-notice-pcn-levels-for-decriminalised-parking-enforcement/
http://www.spokes.org.uk/membership
https://www.facebook.com/pages/Spokes-the-Lothian-Cycle-Campaign/169099526468801
https://bsky.app/profile/spokes.org.uk
http://www.spokes.org.uk/
http://www.spokes.org.uk/consultns
http://transformscotland.org.uk/whats-new/action-alerts/
https://petitions.parliament.scot/
https://yourviews.parliament.scot/consultation_finder/
http://www.transport.gov.scot/consultations
http://consult.gov.scot/
http://www.westlothian.gov.uk/consultations
https://www.midlothian.gov.uk/directory/33/consultations
http://www.eastlothianconsultations.co.uk/
https://www.edinburgh.gov.uk/roads-pavements/view-comment-traffic-orders-new/1
http://consultationhub.edinburgh.gov.uk/
https://sestran.gov.uk/people-and-place/
https://www.westlothian.gov.uk/article/32502/New-Road-Footpath-and-Cyclepath-Developments
https://www.westlothian.gov.uk/article/32502/New-Road-Footpath-and-Cyclepath-Developments
https://www.westlothian.gov.uk/article/77839/Enquires-about-New-Road-Footpath-and-Cyclepath-Developments
https://www.activetravelmap.co.uk/midlothian-active-travel-map//
https://www.midlothian.gov.uk/info/200226/walking_and_cycling
https://www.eastlothian.gov.uk/info/210683/strategy_and_projects
https://www.eastlothian.gov.uk/info/210566/roads_and_transport/12480/east_lothian_on_the_move/3
https://www.edinburgh.gov.uk/cycling-walking
https://www.gov.scot/isbn/9781806433520
https://consult.gov.scot/energy-and-climate-change-directorate/draft-climate-change-plan/

